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thirty-nine  words 


"Employees  of  che  City  of  Toronto  are  to 
be  in  no  way  discriminated  against  with  regards 
to  hiring,  assignments,  promotion,  or  dismissal, 
because  of  their  sexual  orientation.   'Sexual 
orientation'  is  understood  to  include  hetero- 
sexuality,  homosexuality,  and  bisexuality  . 


The  formal  adoption  of  this  policy  by  Toronto  City 
Council  is  a  tremendous  victory  in  the  battle  to  esta- 
blish the  legitimacy  of  the  gay  civil  rights  struggle.  By 
securing  passage  of  this  resolution,  the  Gay  Alliance  To- 
ward Equality  has  demonstrated  that  well  planned  politi- 
cal activism  can  be  an  effective  means  of  improving  the 
situation  of  gay  people  in  Canadian  societv.   GATE's  suc- 
cess must  surely  serve  as  an  example  both  here  in  Toronto 
and  elsewhere  in  the  country. 

The  practical  consequences  of  Council's  action  will 
be  few.   The  gays  who  work  for  the  City  can  now  feel  ■  - 
more  secure  in  their  jobs,  perhaps  more  confident  in 
their  sexuality,  a  little  freer.   But  the  City  Corpora- 
tion, although  a  major  employer,  is  just  one  of  many  in 
Toronto.   Furthermore,  unlike  some  employers,  the  City 
apparently  has  not  engaged  in  ant ihomosexual  employment 
practices.   What  GATE  sought  and  obtained  from  City  Coun- 
cil was  not  a  change  in  practice,  bur  rather  an  affirma- 
tion of  policy:   words,  not  deeds.   But  words,  backed  by 
the  prestige  pf  City  Hall,  which  would  encourage  other 
employers,  public  and  private,  to  re-examine  their  prac- 
tices;  words  which  would  lead  individuals  to  think  a- 
bout  their  prejudices;  words  which  would  raise  the  col- 
lective consciousness,  gay  and  straight.   City  Council 
has  given  us  those  words  and  gays  have  learned  a  few 
things  as  a  result. 

First,  we  have  learned  that  of  all  the  enemies  of 
gay  equality,  the  most  powerful  at  the  moment  are  the  me- 
dia.  Despite  the  obvious  importance  of  City  Council's 
action,  it  was  accorded  not  the  slightest  attention  by 
those  parts  of  the  media  which  reach  the  most  people:  the 
Toronto  Star,  the  Toronto  Sun,  television  stations  CBLT 
and  CFTO,  and  most  local  radio  stations.   As  we  have  sug- 
gested, the  nost  important-aspect  of  the  adoption  by 
Council  of  the  gay  employment  rights  resolution  was  its 
potential  impact  on  other  institutions  and  society  as  a 
whole.  This  impact  has  been  effectively  sabotaged  by  the 
media's  refusal  to  report  the  event. 

This  calculated  hostility  towards  gays  is  best  exem- 
plified, as  usual,  by  the  Toronto  Star.  The  Star  gave 
reasonable  coverage  to  the  resolution  when  it  was  approv- 
ed by  a  City  Council  committee  two  weeks  before  its  pre- 
sentation to  full  Council.   But  when  Council  actually  en<- 
acted  the  resolution,  the  Star  was  silent.   There  is  only 


one  explanation  of  these  facts.   The  Star  reported  on  the 
resolution  at  the  committee  stage  with  the  intention  of 
stirring  up  sufficient  antihomosexual  hysteria  to  ensure 
the  defeat  of  the  resolution  in  Council,   './hen  the  anti- 
cipated hue  and  cry  failed  to  materialise  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  adopted,  the  Star  reverted  to  its  customary  ma- 
levolent indifference.   Thus,  we  can  see  how  the  Star  and 
in  a  similar  fashion,  the  other  media  exploit  gays  by  ac- 
knowledging their  existence  only  when  there  is  the  possi- 
bility of  orchestrating  and  reenforcing  antihomosexual 
prejudice. 

Second,  we  have  learned  that  various  other  organisa- 
tions, established — like  GATE — to  struggle  for  the  human 
rights  of  their  constituencies,  have  come  to  realise  that 
they  have  something  in  common  with  political  gav  organi- 
sations and  that  they  are  willing  to  act  upon  this  real- 
isation.  City  Council  received  official  expressions  of 
support  for  the  gay  employment  rights  resolution  from  the 
two  CUPE  locals  which  bargain  for  the  City's  workers,  as 
well  as  the  Confederation  of  Resident  and  Ratepayer  Asso- 
ciations, whose  constituent  associations  act  against  out- 
rages committed  by  greedy  landlords  and  developers. 
Clearly,  there  exists  the  basis  of  a  broad  coalition  of 
all  the  victims  of  our   society,  including  gays.   Gay  op- 
pression is  just  one  of  many  oppressions  inflicted  by  in- 
stitutions hooked  on  the  exaction  of  profit,  the  exercise 
of  power,  and  the  augmentation  of  human  misery.   Gay  po- 
litics must  explore  the  possibility  of  participation  in 
an  alliance  of  all  the  oppressed  against  the  established 
social  order. 

Third,  we  have  learned  that  we  have  some  firm  sup- 
port among  those  who  govern  us;   not  just  the  kind  of 
support  which  consists  of  hushed  expressions  of  principle 
uttered  behind  closed  official  doors,  but  support  which 
is  out  of  the  what-if-somebody-thinks-I'm-one-of-thero 
closet  and  right  up-front  where  we  need  it.   Despite  Al- 
derman Paul  Pickett's  vile  attempt  to  intimidate  his  fel- 
low Council  members  by  calling  for  a  recorded  vote,  fif- 
teen hands  were  raised  and  fifteen  names  went  down  on  re- 
cord in  our  favour  when  that  vote  vras  taken. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  by  an  impress ivelv  lop- 
sided majority  and  is  now  the  official  policv  of  the  City 
of  Toronto.   The  media' cannot  undo  that  fact,  even  if 
they  have  turned  it  into  a  nonevent.   Toronto  gays 
should  take  note  of  how  their  alderpersons  voted  and  keen 
it  in  mind  for  next  year's  municipal  elections.  We  owe  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  Darcy  Goldrick,  Anne  Johnston,  and  Da- 
vid Smith  for  their  defence  of  the  resolution  during  the 
short  debate  which  preceded  its  passage.  And  the  whole 
gay  community  is  in  the  debt  of  the  Gay  Alliance  Toward 
Equality,  both  for  doing  what  it  has  done  and  for  showing 
us,  thereby,  what  can  be  done. 


gay     archives 


The  task  of  reconstructing  the  history  of  gay  peo- 
ple is  painstaking  work  —  often  yielding  little  more 
than  speculative  sketches  of  what  has  been.  History  can 
be  a  tool  of  both  oppression  and  liberation.   It  has 
all  too  often  reflected  the  world  view  of  the  status  quo, 
projecting  the  historian's  own  political,  moral  and  psy- 
chological biases  onto  reality,  rarely  providing  an  ob- 
jective and  neutral  account  of  the  real  people  and  for- 
ces involved.  These  straight  historians  and  other  "guar- 
dians of  morality"  have  been  very  conscientious  in  their 
near  obliteration  of  gay  history.  One  way  to  encourage 
accurate  historical  research  is  to  gather,  and  make 
available,  resource  material  relevant  to  all  aspects  of 
gay  history.  To  this  end.  The  Body  Politic  has  founded 
the  Canadian  GLM  Archives. 

The  primary  concern  of  the  Archives  will  be  the 
establishment  of  a  complete  Canadian  collection,  but  the 
scope  will  be  international,  and  special  attention  will 
be  given  to  the  U.S.,  Europe  and  Australia. 

The  Body  Politic  files  have  provided  a  fairly  com- 
plete collection  of  Canadian  material  dating  from  our 


founding  in  November  1971.   But  gay  Liberation  has  been 
organized  here  since  the  autumn  of  1969,  and  previous 
to  this  several  homosexual  organisations  existed  in   la 
Canada  during  the  50's  and  60's. 

If  our  readers  have  printed  matter  from  these  ear- 
liest organizational  efforts,  we  would  appreciate  hear- 
ing from  you.  Or  if  you  can  provide  information  in 
the  form  of  personal  memoirs  and  correspondence,  this 
would  be  greatly  appreciated  as  well.   Any  items  you 
might  contribute  will  be  treated  with  the  utmost  care. 
We  are  at  present  looking  for  complete  runs  of  the  mag- 
azines "Two"  and  "Exclusive  Hale"  as  well  as  early  ed- 
itions of  any  books  by  Edward  Carpenter  and  Magnus 
Hirschfeld. 

Once  a  significant  collection  is  accumulated  and 
catalogued  we  will  take  steps  to  permanently  house  the 
archives  within  a  university  or  governmental  library. 
From  time  to  time  we  will  print  a  list  requesting  spec- 
ific items  needed  by  the  archives.   We  are  dependant 
upon  your  generosity  for  contributions  of  books,  maga- 
zines, newspapers,  articles,  leaflets,  photos  and  letters 
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letters 


gay  media  centre 

ijy   Politic: 

In  conjunction  with 
a  gay  info  and  referral 
service  now  operating  on 
a  communal  basis,  I  am 
putting  together  a  gay 
media  centre. 

One  of  the  projects 
in  mind  is  to  produce  high 
quality  gay  oriented  T.V. 
and  radio  programs  as  well 
as  phonograph  records. 
Operating  in  conjunction 
irlth  the  production  ser- 
vice will  be  a  library  to 
provide  resource  material 
to  groups  and  to  handle 
the  distribution  of  the 
programs  we  make  as  well 
as  programs  made  available 
to  us  by  other  groups. 
I  would  like  gay 
groups  or  people  who  are 
now  or  are  going  to  be 
producing  video  tapes, 
radio  programs,  recordings 
etc.  to  please  write  and 
let  us  know  about  your- 
selves.  Also  I'd  like  to 
know  how  you  would  feel 
about  listing  with  our 
service  or  making  copies 
of  your  work  available  to 
us. 

I  strongly  urge  any- 
one with  ideas  or  program 
suggestions  to  please 
write! 

This  service  is  oper- 
ating on  a  non-profit  ba- 
sis and  we  are  now  apply- 
ing for  a  charter  from  the 
B.C.  government.   If  you 
have  any  equipment  or  fi- 
nancial donations  these 
could  be  tax  deductible. 
All  replies  will  be 
kept  confidential  if  so 
desired.  Write  to: 

Steve  Tuna  - 
Uraniah  Image 
752  East  17th  Ave. 
Vancouver  10,  B.C. 
(604)  879-4977 


end  of  Troy? 

Gentlemen: 

The  amount  of  cover- 
age given  to  Troy  Perry 
and  his  ilk  in  L.A.  Advo- 
cate and  Vector  is  appall- 
ing. 

Homosexuals  SHOULD 
be  able  to  bear  life  with- 
out the  idiocy  of  religion 
since  most  educated  people 
realize  that  religion  has 
caused  mankind  more  agony 
than  any  other  institution. 
I  hope  that  the  review  of 
his  gay  ministry  (?)  book 
will  be  the  end  of  Troy 
Perry  in  your  otherwise 
fine  paper. 

Continued  success. 
Cordially 
Jim  Lawbaugh 
Nebraska 


what  price  truth? 

Last  issue  ue  pub- 
lished a  letter  from  Ri- 
chard, a  married  gay  man 
who  questioned  the  limits 
of  the  sexual  revolution. 
This  is  one-  reader's  re- 
sponse. 

Dear  Richard: 

Are  you  prepared  to 
pay  the  price  truth  de*- 
mands? 

Certainly  the  sexual 
revolution  is  limited; 
limited  by  you  and  myself 
and  others  who  "are  middle 
aged,  married,  financially 
secure  et  al"  and  want 
"loving  friendship." 

Richard,  in  your  case 
revolution  is  a  personal 
thing.   Every  revolution 
isn't  made  on  the  barri— 
cade.   It  can  be  a  person- 
al decision. 

You  are  either  mature 
and  know  what  you  are;  or 
you  are  not,  and  are  pre- 
pared to  accept  the  bonds 
society  has  placed  on  you. 
Only  you  can  loosen  those 
bonds . 

Your  description  of 
yourself  might  well  have 
been  me.   I'm  middle  aged, 
married,  financially  sec- 
ure and  respectable  (but 
then  so  are  most  gay 
people).  The  difference 
is  that  I'm  sexually  lib- 
erated, sufficiently  so 
that  I  consider  myself  not 
bisexual  or  homosexual, 
but  simply  sexual,  with 
a  right  to  express  emo- 
tionally, spiritually, 
or  physically  my  love  for 
all  of  mankind.   Since  the 
truth  is  out  relations 
with  my  wife  have  improved 
as  each  of  us  "accepts  me 
for  what  I  am." 

Open  the  door, 
Richard. 

Sincerely 
Veritatem 


pedestrian 

Body  Politic  Collective: 

On  every  count  your- 
ahem,  'journal'  stinks:  the 
articles  are  interchange- 
ably long  and  tedious;  lay- 
out appears  to  be  slapdash 
and  politically  your  views 
are  rudely  doctrinaire;  ser- 
ving. In  all,  to  render  the 
entire  effort  pedestrian. 

If  indeed  you  wish  to 
serve  the  course  of  gay 
liberation,  and  presumably 
thereby  gay  people,  you 
could  presently  hasten  this 
end  by  the  noble  sacrifice 
of  your  collective  ego: 
Close  up  now! 

John  Staxton 

Toronto 
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news 

Windsor  Paper  Discriminates 


has   ruled  I 


Body 


had     also 

PolltK 


■at used   The 


:hc    clamlfled 


Windsor  Scar  la  also  a 
member  of  the  Ontario 
Presa   Council . 

Cay  Unity  responded  to 
the  Star's  policy  by  sub- 
altilng  a  formal  complaint 
to  the  Windsor  Presa  Coun- 
cil complaining  that  "The 
Windsor  Star  has  taken  a 
discriminatory  and  oppres- 


lubmltted 
by  Gay  Unity  to  go  with 
the   Press    Council'*   decla- 


re- pri 


ptmi 


.11?.- 


Th*         submitted 
trad:      fiav      Dance/Si 
9   p.m. /Alumni    Lounge/Unlv- 
■CfllCy  of     Windsor.   The  sd 
«-    refused. 

Mr.     J.   Patrick     O'Cal- 
laghan,     publisher     of   the 


:(ng      a        gay         Jcct    of   homosexual  I tv,    and 
has  worked      to     deny  homo- 
copy        aexuals   the  rights  of  org- 
irdav        animation       allowed     other 
groups  within  thin  comnun- 
lty."     The  Star     also  aub- 
detalllng 


part  In  the  Star,  read; 
"How  that  the  Press  Coun- 
cil has  aade  its  ruling, 
and  Hr.  O'Callaghan  has 
not  changed  his  position 
the  lesson  that  can  be 
learned  Is  that  phrases 
like  'freedoo  of  the 
press'  and  'civil  rights' 
are  meaningless     under   the 


it-dla 


■  JL[a' 


s  position. 
On  Septembc 


Hid   l 


tj«< 


Lair. 


That  sane  day,  the 
irrled  ads  for  Bev- 
tx  movies,  Including 
Dal  Girls". 
fronted  with  this 
O'Callaghan  then 
)    the      ad   dlBcrlraln- 


Stcvc  Lough,  explained 
that  no  one  was  barred, 
thai  they  were  trying  to 
establish  a  social  outlet 
for  gay  people. 

O'Callaghan  then  claim- 
ed the  ad  would  offend  the 
Star's  readers,  despite 
a  recent  editorial  on  gay 
rights,  plus  rwo  other  ar- 
tlclea  on  homosexuality 
which  had   appeared  recent- 

When     an  Ontario     Press 

Council's  decision  against 
the  Toronto  Star  over  a 
similar  ad  issue  involving 
The   Body     Poll 


27,  Stuart 
ry  of  the 
d  the  fol- 
lowing decision:  "After 
considering  the  complaint 
at  length  the  Council  de- 
cided that  the  publisher 
had  the  right  to  deter- 
mine  the  acceptability   for 


and   de 


slons   may 
consider- 
in   this 


fleets  not  the  needs  and 
desires  of  all  aspects  of 
the  community,  but  rather 
the  prejudices  snd  Inter- 
ests of  one  group  of  men, 
such  as  the  controllers  of 
the  Star. 

Also  Included  In  the 
Star's  coverage  of  the  de- 
cision was  the  original 
copy  for  the  dance.  O'Cal- 
laghan claimed  that  "the 
Windsor  Star  does  not  be- 
lieve that  a  gay  dance  Is 
an  orgy  In  the  making.  It 
does  not  criticize  the 
right  of  homosexuals  to 
entertain      each 


other. 


But      It 


ined,      O'Callaghan 


ild 


feel  that  a  newspaper  Is 
the  place  to  advertise  sn 
event  that  society  at 
large  does  not  accept  as 
normal  behaviour." 

As  yet  no  definite 
strategy  has  been  develop- 
ed by  Cay  Unity  to  further 
attempt  to  reverse  the 
Star's  policy.  However, 
the  University  of  Wind- 
sor s  student  newspaper, 
The  Lance,  has  made  regul- 
ar space  available  to  Gay 
Unity,  and  has  covered 
the  Press  Council  decls- 


Gays  pressure 
NDP  in  BC 

VANCOUVER  —  Resolutions 
supporting  gay  rights  have 
been  passed  by  two  con- 
stituency organizations  of 
the  B.C.  NDP.  Motions  fav- 
ouring the  inclusion  of 
"sexual  orientation"  in 
the  Human  Rights  Act  were 
adopted  by  the  resolutions 
meetings  of  the  Burrard 
and  Vancouver-Centre  con- 
stituency organizations. 

The  resolutions  meet- 
ings were  held  in  prep- 
aration for  the  NDP  pro- 
vincial convention  in  No- 
vember, Each  constituency 
forwards  lista  of  resol- 
utions       for     presentation 

Gay  Tide 

'Queer  Baiting' 
at  UN 

NEW  YORK— Cuba's  Foreign 
minister  charged  the  po- 
dium of  the  UK's  General 
Assembly,  yelling  "hljo  de 
bitch)   and 


(queer)  i 


the 


CwnCrihrtsr  Jr»j  Lehne  ohatt  vith  co-iditor  Ed  Jackson 


Chilean  ambassador  who  I 
Insulting  Fidel  Castro. 
The  Nicaraguan  delegation 
returned  the  epithets  to 
the  Cubans. 


Saskatchewan     attorney-general 
favours    gay  rights    amendment 


SASKATOON — On  August  14 
1973,  members  of  Saskatoon 
Gay  Action  met  at  their 
community  centre  with  Mr. 
E.  Shllllngton.  Executive 
Assistant  to  the  Attorney 
General,  to  present  a 
brief  regarding  the  Sask- 
atchewan Bill  of  Rights 
and  other  provincial  human 
rights  acts.  The  brief 
called  for  Inclusion  of 
the  term  "Sexual  Orienta- 
tion" In  the  provincial 
Bill  of  Rights,  the  Fair 
Employment  Practices  Act 
and  the  Saskatchewan  Human 
Rights   Commission   Act. 

The  Brief  received  a 
very  posit lve  recept Ion 
from  Hr.  Shllllngton.  who 
said  that  the  recommended 
changes  were  long  overdue. 
He  aasured  the  repreaenta- 
t Ives  that  Hr .  Romanov, 
the  Attorney  General,  also 
felt  positive  about  the 
brief. 

The  Saskatchewan  Human 
Rights  Association,  who 
arranged  the  meeting  with 
Mr.  Shllllngton,  has  also 
presented  a  brief  to  the 
provincial  government  in- 
cluding the  recommenda- 
tions  Hated  above. 

The     Saskatchewan  Human 
Rights  Commission,      In  lta 
lda- 


tect   homosexuals   from  dis- 
crimination. 

SGA  expects  that  legis- 
lation covering  gay  human 
rights  will  definitely  be 
presented  at  the  next  ses- 
sion of  the  legislature, 
in  February  of  197*.  If 
the  legislation  Is  passed. 
It  will  x  be  the  first  of 
Its  kind  in  Canada,  and 
perhaps  the  first  In  North 
America.  As  a  precedent 
It  could  have  an  Important 
Influence  in  similar 

struggles      In     Canada     and 
the  United  States. 


rlons   to  Hr.   Romanc 


English  Customs  seizes  Book 


LONDON— 450  copies  of  the 
Gay  Liberation  Book  were 
seized  at  British  customs 
and  declared  obscene.  The 
copies  of  the  gay  anthol- 
ogy were  on  their  way  to 
several  London  bookshops. 
All  of  the  450  books  that 
were  confiscated  will  be 
destroyed  at  a  later  date. 
This  means  that  the  books 
will  be  burned  along  with 
other  confiscated  mater- 
ial*. 

The  Car  Liberation  Book 
Is  an  anthology  of  writ- 
ings, photographs,  and 
cartoons  from  the  gay  lib- 


its  second  printing  In  the 
united  States, 

British  customs  did  not 
explain  exactly  what  they 
found  to  be  obacene  In  the 
political  anthology;  how- 
ever, it  is  assumed  that 
they  objected  to  the  booka 
frank  language  and  aome 
photographs  of  nude  men 


:lng. 


The  banning  of  poll! 
al  books  in  England  1 
fairly     new  trend     and  re- 


fle< 


■el 


published  last  January  by 
Ramparts  Press  of  Palo  Al- 
to,  Calif.   The     book   is   in 


religious  backlash  that 
is  sweeping  the  country. 
There     have     been     several 

anti-pornography  campaigns 
there  lately  that  have 
singled  out  gBy  liberation 
&b  a   "corrupter  of   youth". 


Murder  Victim       Gay  Academics 


irlo)  j 


iths  l 


life 


prlsonment.  Both  had  plea- 
ded guilty  to  the  murder 
of  a  fifty-one  year  old 
man  who  had  been  an  ac- 
quaintance of  theirs. 

At  first  they  only  in- 
tended to  rob  him;  but  de- 
cided to  kill  him  because 
he  was  a  homosexual.  Ac- 
cording to  one  of  the 
young  men,  the  victim 
had  placed  his  hand  on  the 
youth's  knee. 

The  youth  who  did  the 
actual  killing  offered  the 
explanation  that  he  had 
been  attacked  by  a  homo- 
sexual when  he  was  twelve 
years  old.  This,  accord- 
ing to  the  adolescent,  had 
resulted  In  nightmares  a- 
bout  homosexuality  ever 
since, 


HEW  YORK — A  "Gay  Academ- 
ic Union"  has  been  formed 
In  New  York  City.  The  pur- 
pose of  the  GAU  Is  to  op- 
pose sexism  as  it  operates 
within  the  university,  and 
to  support  academics  1 n 
the  process  of  coming  out. 

The  most  Important  task 
of  the  GAU  this  year  will 
be  the  holding  of  a  nat- 
ional conference  (the 
first)  at  John  Jay  Col- 
lege of  Criminal  Justice 
of  the  City  University  of 
New  York.  The  Conference 
Is  scheduled  to  take  place 
on  Hov.  23  and  24. 

Information  may  be  ob- 
tained by  contacting:  The 
Gay  Academic  Union,  c/o 
Prof.  K.  S.  Sherlll,  Box 
1479,  Dept.  Of  Political 
Science,  Hunter  College, 
C.U.N.Y.,  New  York  Cltv 
10021. 


CITY  BARS  JOB  DISCRIMINATION 


TOBfiint)~At  It-  October  10th  session,  Toronto  City  Coun- 
cil passed  a  resolution  directing  thst  the  City  Corpora- 
tion not  discriminate  against  its  employees  on  the  basis 
of  their  sexual  orientation.  The  vote  was  the  result  of 
a  six-month  lobbying  effort  by  the  Gay  Alliance  Toward 
Equality  (GATE).  It  mstked  the  first  tine  that  a  Cana- 
dian legislative  body  has  recognised  says  as  a  minority 
flnd  taken  steps  to  ensure  their  right  to  fair  employment 
practices. 

Noting  -that     the     City 

unspoken  policy  of  exclud- 
ing sexual  orientation  as 
a  criterion  In  dealing 
with  Its  employees,  Mi- 
chael Lynch,  a  GATE  repre- 
sentative, stated  that, 'To 
make  official  policy  what 
■nibble 


2.30   pm.      Every   I 


olutlon 
,cll  .  is 


municipal  se 
we  hope,  encourage  oth 
employers,  both  priva 
and     at     other     levels     ■ 

government ,      to  reconsidi 
their     many     unj 

homosexual      poll 


iuld, 


thi 


The  precise  wording  of 
I  resolution  passed  la 
The  employees  of  the  C'ty 
f  Toronto  are  to  be  in  nc 
av  discriminated  against 
ith  regards  to  hiring, 
sslgnments,   promotion,   or 


the! 


■al  i 


understood  to  include  he- 
terosexual lty,  homosexual- 
ity,  and  bisexuallty. ' 

The  City  of  Toronto 
currently  employs  approx- 
imately    six  thousand  per- 

COMMITTEE  APPROVED 
Prior  to  the  Council's 
action,  GATE  had  secured 
endorsements  of  the  reso- 
lution fron  Canadian  union 
of  Public  Employees  (CUTE) 
locals  43  and  79.  which 
represent  the  City's  out- 
side and  Inside  workers. 
In  addition,  the  politi- 
cally powerful  Confedera- 
tion el  Rosldent  and  Rate- 
payer Associations  (CORRA) 
had  strongly  backed  the 
proposal.  This  support  by 
organised  labour  and  by 
activist  citizens'  groups 
was  seen  as  instrumental 
in  swaying  several  voces 
In  the  Council. 

The  resolution  had  pre- 
viously been  approved  una- 
nimously and  sent  to  full 
Council  by  its  Urban  Re- 
newal, Housing,  Fire,*  and 
Legislation  Committee  on 
September  27th.  The  com- 
mittee acted  after  hearing 
a  brief  presented  by  GATE. 
The  official  presentation 
of  the  document  was  pre- 
ceded by  several  months  of 
consultations  between  com- 
mittee members  and  GATE 
representatives.  GATE  used 
the  time  between  the  ap- 
proval of  the  resolution 
by  the  urhfl  Committee  and 
Its  conslSeratlon  bv  Coun- 
cil to  gather  support  a- 
mong      the  other  members   of 

Council. 

COUNCIL  PROCEDURE 
The  resolution,  buried 
In  a  package  with  over  one 
hundred  others,  was  placed 
on  the  agenda  of  the  Oct- 
ober 10th  meeting  of  Coun- 
cil,    which  began  at  about 


numbered  according  to  its 
originating  committee.  The 
resolution  on  fair  employ- 
ment for  gays  was  designa- 
ted URHFL  Committee  Report 
lift.  Clause  1.  The  esta- 
blished procedure  of  Coun- 
cil is  that  the  chairper- 
son of  the  session,  usual- 
ly the  Mayor,  calls  out  in 
turn  only  the  designation 
of  each  motion  and  the  mo- 
tion is  automatically  car- 
ried unless  a  member  of 
Council  asks  that  it  be 
held  for  debate.  Should 
this  occur,  the  motion  is 
moved  to  the  end  of  the  a- 
genda,  to  be  considered 
after  all  the  automatic 
apiyrova's  have  been  ob- 
tained. Since  It  fre- 
quently happens  that  a 
number  of  motions  are  held 
for  debate,  it  Is  Impossi- 
ble to  predict  just  "hen 
during  the  meeting  o  par- 
ticular delayed  motion 
will      come   up      for  consld- 

Anticipatlng     that      the 

fair  employment  resolution 
would  be  held  up,  GATE  ar- 
ranged to  have  an  observer 
In  the  gallery  of  the 
Council  chamber,  so  that 
the  progress  of  the  reso- 
lution could  be  monitored 
and  a  gay  presence  produc- 
ed when  needed.  But  when 
Mayor  David  C rouble  an- 
nounced URHFL  Committee 
Report  (IS,  Clause  1,  no- 
one  rose  to  challenge  it 
and  it  appeared  that  It 
had  carried  without  com- 
ment. However,  a  few  min- 
utes later.  Alderman  Paul 
Pickett  of  Ward  10  called 
for  Clause  1  to  be  held 
for  debate. 

COUNCIL  VOTES 

again  at  about  4  pm,  a 
number  of  GATE  members,  as 
well  as  one  representative 
each  from  CHAT  and  Toronto 
MCC,  had  assembled  in  the 
gallery.  Alderman  Pickett 
announced  that  he  had  de- 
layed Clause  1  so  that  he 
could  request  a  recorded 
vote,  stating  that  he 
wished  to  go  on  record  as 
opposing  it.  Both  Alder- 
man David  Smith,  who  had 
assisted  GATfi  with  the 
drafting  of  the  resolution 
in  its  early  stages,  and 
Alderman  Darcy  Goldrick 
asked  Pickett  why  he  was 
against  equal  employment 
for  homosexuals.  Pickett 
referred  vaguely  to  'fed- 
eral government  reports' 
on  the  matter.  However, 

when  pressed,  he  refused 
to  be  more  explicit  and 
would  not  respond  to  sug- 
gestions that  federal  pol- 
icy on  hiring  might  be  un- 
just. Finally,  Smith  spoke 
forcefully  In  favor  of  the 
resolution  and  was  suppor- 


HOW     TUEY     VOTED 

Ilsyor  David  Cronble 

Yes 

llillian  Archer 

Yes 

Frederick  Beavls 

George  Ben 

Pnv 

William  Bovtchufc 

Thomas  Clifford 

Abs 

Elizabeth  Eayrs 

Art   Eggleton 

Darcy  Goldricl: 

Dan  tfeap 

Ying  Hope 

Karl   Jaffery 

Yes 

William  Kllbourn 

Yes 

Edward  Ilegridge 

Yes 

Joseph    Flcclnlnnl 

Paul   Pickett 

Reid    Scott 

Yes 

John  Sevell 

Yes 

David   Smith 

Yes 

Dorothv  Thomas 

Collin  Vaughan 

Yes 

Abs-Absent 

Pnv-Present,   not  v 

ting 

ted       by     Alderwoman     Anne 


Despite  Pickett's  ap- 
parent attempt  to  intimi- 
date his  fellow'  Council 
members  with  his  demand 
for  a  recorded  vote,  the 
notion  passed  with  15  for 
it  and  one  against.  Voting 
for  the  resolution  were 
llayor  Cromble  and  Alder- 
persons  Archer ,  *eavis , 
Chlsholo,  Fggleton,  Gold- 
rick, Heap,  Jaffery,  John- 
ston, Kllbourn,  Negrldge, 
Scott,  Seuell,  Smith,  and 
Vaughan.  Crombie,  who,  as 
chairman,  could  not  vote, 
temporarily  stepped  down 
from  the  chair  and  took 
his  place  in  Council  In 
order  to  cast  his  vote  in 
favour  of  the  resolution. 
Only  Alderman  Pickett  op- 
osed  the  resolution.  Those 
who  did  not  vote  were  A1-. 
derpersons  Ben,  Boytchuk, 
Clifford,  Eayrs,  Hope,  Pi- 
ccininnl,  and  Thomas.  Pi- 
cclnlnnl  was  on  vacation; 
Clifford  and  Hope  left  the 
chamber     before     the  vote. 

When  the  clerk  announc- 
ed that  the  motion  had 
carried,  the  gays  present 
broke  into'loud  applause, 
taking  some  Council  mem- 
bers hv  surnrise. 

The  fact  that  only  one 
of  the  three  women  on 
Council  voted  in  favour, 
whereas  14  of  the  20  men 
did  bo,  caused  some  tils- 
appointment,  however,  es- 
pecially because  all  three 
had  supported  the  resolu- 
at   earlier  stages. 

COMMUNITY  REACTION 
Community   figures     wel- 
comed     the  passage     of   the 
resolution.  George  Hls- 

lop,  the  president  of 
CHAT,  characterised  the 
move  as  'a  major  milestone 
on  the  way  to  attending  the 
provincial  human  rights 
code'.  Spokeswomen     for 

Toronto's  lesbians,  "-for 
whom  a  major  problem  is 
the  unwillingness  of  em- 
ployers to  hire  gay  women, 
described  themselves  as 
'thrilled'. 

Since  both  the  City  and 
the  locals  which  represent 
Its  workers  have  endorsed 
equality  of  opportunity  in 
employment  for  gays,  it 
now     seems   likely     that     a 


Aldermen  David  Snith  and  Paul  Pickett 
debate  gay  employment   rights  resolution. 


Gay      american        psychologists 
come  out   at    Montreal  meeting 


MONTREAL— For  the  first 
time  In  the  81  year  his- 
tory of  the  American  Psy- 
chological Association, 
lesbian  and  gay  male  psy- 
chologists organized  to 
fight  oppression  from 
their  fellow  psycholo- 
gists. On  Thursday,  August 
30,  a  group  calling  them- 
selves the  Association  of 
Gay  Psychologists  caucused 
at  the  Queen  Elisabeth  Ho- 
tel in  Montreal,  and  voted 
a  series  of  demands  per- 
taining to  the  American 
Psychological  Association. 

The  more  than  ISO  psy- 
chologists present  insis- 
ted that  homosexuality  be 
recognised  as  a  viable  al- 
ternative llfeatyle  rather 
than  as  a  sickness. 

Among  the  demands  were 
that  the  APA  support  the 
right  of  lesbian  mothers 
to  raise  their  children; 
that  the  APA  work  to  el- 
lminate  all  forms  of  dis- 
crimination against  gay 
people,  particularly  in 
the  areas  of  mental  health 
services,  education,  and 
employment  in  the  APA's 
own  Central  Office;  and 
that  homosexuality  be  re- 
moved as  an  official  psy- 
chiatric diagnosis. 

A  major  concern  of  the 
group  was  that  Innumerable 
lesbians  and  gay  men  have 
been  taught  that  they  are 
sick,  bad,  crazy  or  stu- 
pid, a  view  that  has  been 
strengthened  by  their  con- 
tact with  many  mental 
clause  enforcing  this  new- 
ly, established  equality 
will  be  Inserted  Into  fu- 
ture contracts  negotiated 
between  the  City  and  its 
employees . 

Not  unexpectedly,  the 
Toronto  press  has  general- 
ly suppressed  the  news  of 
the  City  Council's  action. 
Of  the  three  major  dal- 
lies, only  one  mentioned 
it  at  all,  and  that  refer- 
ence was  in  an  early  morn- 
ing edition.  The  story 
was  dropped  from  later  e- 
ditions.  Moreover,  the  1- 
tem  was  not  carried  by  the 
local  CBC  and  CTV  affili- 
ates in  their  Metro  Tor- 
onto  news  coverage. 


health  professionals. 

Although  the  APA  has 
been  subject  to  protests 
by  gay  students  and  non- 
members,  this  is  the  first 
time  that  the  lesbian  and 
gay  male  psychologists  who 
are  APA  members  have  open- 
ly challenged  their  pro- 
fessional organization. 

This  development  fol- 
lowed by  some  six  months 
the  initial  attempts  by 
gay  activists  to  have  the 
Committee  on  Nomenclature 
of  the  American  Psychiat- 
ric Association  (meeting 
at  Columbia  University  in 
February)  remove  homosex- 
uality from  the  associa- 
tion's official  catalogue 
of  mental  disorders.  While 
a  new  edition  of  the  man- 
ual is  not  to  be  published 
until  1978,  the  activists 
were  seeking  a  statement 
from  the  APA  disavowing 
the  implications  of  the 
old  classification  which 
described  homosexuality  as 
a   "sexual  deviation." 

Their  efforts  carried 
over  to  the  association's 
annual  meeting  held  in 
Honolulu  last  August.  For 
the  first  time  gay  spokes- 
people  addressed  the  con- 
vention demanding  that  the 
classifications  be  drop- 
While  no  definite  de- 
cision was  made  at  that 
time,  a  number  of  import- 
ant psychiatrists  voiced 
their  support.  Chief  among 
them  was  Judd  Marmor , 
vice-president  of  the  APA 
and  the  president  elect  of 
the  prestigious  Group  for 
the  Advancement  of  Psychi- 
atry. 

Addressing  the  conven- 
tion, he  urged  his  col- 
leagues to  de-classify 
homosexuality  as  a  mental 
illness,  declaring:  "The 
whole  process  of  such  lab- 
elling is  unpleaeantly  re- 
miniscent of  the  Eitlerian 
process  of  trying  to  de- 
termine what  fraction  of 
black  or  Jewieh  ancestry 
a  person  might  be  permit* 
ted  to  have  and  stilt  be 
TOneidered  an  acceptable 
member  of  a  society  vith 
full  legal  rights." 


news 


BC  Gays  meet  Labour  Minister 

__-      .«  — ,-..      miDrfhcn-         norm".      When    It      w. 


VANCOUVER— A  1  ong-awa  1 1  ed 
•.•ting  betw»«n  KDP  Mlnla- 
i.r  of  Labour  William  Hog 
aod  Vancouver  gay  activ- 
ist* took  place  on  August 
;»  iD  Kov.ro.ent  office. 
In      Victoria.    The      purpose 

cm*  ■  brief,  submitted 
by  (he  Cay  Alliance  Toward 
Equality  to  tbe  government 
laat    February,      which   pro- 


slve  civil   rights   legisla- 

ulng     "study"     by  the  gov- 
ernment committee. 

Chairperson  of  GATE. 
Maurice  Flood.  reviewed 
the  demands  contained  in 
the  brief:  that  the  HRA  be 
amended    to   include   "sexual 


ider     review  by 


The  meeting,  which  was 
ths  re»olt  of  public  pres- 
sure on  King,  lasted  one 
and  a  quartet  hours.  While 
cordial  on  a  personal  lev- 
el, fundamental  political 
differences  emerged.  At 
the  cutset.    King     repeated 

with  a  group  which  releos- 
ed  to  the  media  and  public 
the  results  of  meet  logs 
and  correspondence  with 
government  officials.  When 
(he  delegation  stood  firm 
on  the     right  of     GATE,   as 

ducts  Its  affairs  in  an  o- 
pen  and  straight  forward 
manner,  to  reveal  the  re- 
sults    of     exchonges     with 

■■    ■■  '  ,'■:'  nl  ,      the     Minister 
iceded  that   '*■  ' 


tend    protect! 

public   servlt 
new  prohibit! 


■an 


estry.  age 


King  attempted  to  claim 
that  he  had  "excellent  le- 
gal  advice"  that   gays 

could  be  protected  without 
specifically  amending  the 
HRA.   The  gays  responded 

the  case  with  women. 
Native  people  or  blacks, 
how  could  It  be  true  for 
gay  people? 

Plood  then  asked   the 


■  bi  i 


■  apt 


did  i 


OppO; 


mal     pract 
lnfoi 


.■U-..I' 


\  acknowledged  that 
lertion  of  a  year  a- 
it   the  Human     Rights 

is  gnys,  was  an  "er- 
rhls  admission  con- 
i  fact     that,  by 


legislation  prohibiting 

discrimination  ognlnst  gay 
people  would  give 


ality 
legal    si 
should 


leflt 


"private     view". 


omitting   reference   t 


:   perfectly     legal 


That  how- 

Mlnleter's 

The  GATE 

cerned  with  the  views  of 
William  King,  Minister  of 
Labour  than  with  thoae  of 
private  cltlten  King. 

King  also  mentioned  his 
"philo 


that 


ility  » 


li-vi- 
.■tlal 


that  David  Lewla  vuted  in 
favour  of  the  1969  Omnibus 
Bill,  King  revested  that 
he  waa  opposed  to  that  re- 
form as  well! 

Further,  he  maintained 
that  alnce  homosexual  "Im- 
pulses and  tendencies  are 
especially  atrong  during 
adolescence,"  everything 
must  be  done  to  prevent 
young  people  "from  going 
along     that     road . "         The 

Compton,  supported  the 
position  that  gays  seduce 
the  young  snd  are  child 
molesters,  by  referring  to 
the  recent  mass  murders  in 
Texas.  When  the  delega- 
tion protested  that  this 
was  irrelevant,  an  embar- 
assed  King     was      forced   to 

Toward  the  end  of  the 
meeting.  King  alleged  that 
community  sentiment  was 
not  ready  for  legislative 
changes  In  areas  that  some 
feel  touch  on  standards  of 
morality.  This  assessment 
was  challenged.  Flood  In- 
sisted that  the  HDP  gov- 
ernment as  a  party  with  a 
tradition  of  strong  sup- 
port for  civil  rights 
should  act  on  principle 
and  amend  the  HRA  Immedi- 
ately.     "Hot    to     do   so  was 

force  social  prejudice," 
said  Flood.  He  also  charg- 
ed the  government  with 
fear  of  backlash,  and  dis- 
counted the  Minister's  de- 
nial of  timidity  and  back- 
wardness. 

The  group  told  report- 
ers after  the  meeting  that 
GATE  plans  further  actions 
and  Is  considering  a  dem- 
onstration against  tbe 
government  In  Victoria 
when  reforms  to  the  pres- 
ent Act  are  brought  down. 
-  Gay  Tide 


Hamilton  Ad 

HAMILTON— T  h  e  Hamilton 
Spectator  has  published  an 
advertisement  for  the  Ham- 
llton-McHaster  Gay  Liber- 
ation Movement's  Friday 
night  dances. 


197  J  In  the  "Buat- 
irsonal"  classiflca- 
It  read:   "Gay  Llb- 


The  newspaper  also  car- 
les a  regular  advertlse- 
Ent  in  the  "Personal" 
•etlon  for  the  group's 
1  tenia  te  Tuesday  night 
jetlngs. 


Loved  Ludwig 


left  a  note  saving:  I 
want  to  be  with  my  king. 
It  Is  my  supreme  wish  to 
be  united  with  him  in 
death.  I  cannot  stand  my 
separation  from  him  any 
longer.  Only  a  few  mo- 
ments separate   us,   my  dear 

A  former  found  Schweig- 
ort's  body  floating  in  the 
lake  before  Berg  Castle, 
where  the  king  spent  his 
last   night. 

A  cross  marks  the  spot 
where  the  40-year-old  Lud- 
wig and  a  psychiatrist 
were  found  drowned  on  June 
13th,    1886. 

It  has  never  been  esta- 
blished whether  the  king's 
drowning  was  an  accident, 
suicide,  or  murder. 

Police  said  Sehweiger.'a 
room  In  Augsberg  was  cram- 
med with  pictures  and  lit- 
erature about  the  monarch. 
Schwelgert  had  tried  twice 
before   to  kill  himself. 
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cement  noted 
Council  had  con- 
and     upheld  an   1- 


dentlcal 

April  against  the  Toronto 

Star.   It  added   that  the 

further  complaint  l 
line  with  its  policy 
as  a  general   rule 
Council  does  m 
complaints   ldei 
those  on  which 
ready  issued  at 
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Notional  conference  meets  in  Quebec  City 


In  Vsn- 


QUEBEC  CITY  —  A  national 
conference  of  gay  organis- 
ations met  in  Quebec  City 
on  the  6th  and  7th  of  Oct- 
ober. The  more  than  80 
delegates  who  attendei 
presented  groups 
couuer,  Edmonton,  sasics- 
toon,  Windsor.  London,  Wa- 
terloo-Kitchener, Hamil- 
ton, Toronto,  Ottawa,  Mon- 
treal. Quebec,  and  Hall- 
fax. 

The   two-day 
sponsored     by      the 
Humanltalre     d'Aldi 
betatlon    (CHAL)     of  Queb. 
City.     The  language  barr: 


:eting  * 


Ll- 


rovided. 
.tion,  some  anglo- 
lelegations  included 
who   could  speak 


ltlcal  and  too 
closety  to  help  the  gays 
of  the  city.  Afterwords, 
they  were  Involved  in  dis- 
cussions with  some  of  the 
more  activist  groups  from 
Ontario.  (The  dissidents 
have  since  decided  to  form 
a  politically  active 
group.) 

The  second  day  of  the 
conference  waa  spent  in 
workshops,  with  those  on 
the  National  Gay  Election 
Coalition  and  on  Harxlem 
and  Cay  Liberation  drawing 
the  most  interest.  CHAL 
withdrew  from  the  agenda 
a  showing  of  Its  audio- 
visual presentation  on  ho- 
mosexual ltv.  Some  dele- 
gates speculated  that  the 
action  waa  taken  out  of 
fear  that   the  progr 


the 


chargei 


of     reports        dano 


groups  represented.  Some 
delegates  expressed  impa- 
tience about  the  amount  of 
time  used   up   in   this  i 


The 


of     boredom 


slpated  when  a  dis- 
sident faction  of  CHAL, 
claiming  to  have  been  ex- 
cluded from  the  conference 
by  the  CHAL  leadership, 
arrived  and  demanded  the 
right  to»be  heard.  After 
a  long  and  sometimes  angry 
debate,  the  conference  vo- 
ted  to  hear   the  group. 

The  dissidents,  who  are 
connected  with  the  Librai- 
rle  Pantoute,  a  Quebec  Ci- 
ty    bookstore,        denounced 


of  the  dissidents 
ot  those  in  atten- 
seemed  to  feel  that 
iference  was  useful, 
despite  the  antagonisms 
which  surfaced.  Some  sug- 
gested that  the  value  of 
such  events  lies  more  In 
informal  Interaction  be- 
gays   from  all   across 


the 


itry 


i  the 


formal      conference     s true- 
Trie  conference  voted    to 

schedule  future  national 
conferences.  Cays  of/d' 
Ottawa   agreed      to  poll   all 


gay  groups 


Canada 


the  i 


ibje. 


of  i 


of    the 
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STAKNBEBC,  GERKANT— A  17- 
year  old  youth  with  a  mor- 
bid interest  In  the  life 
and  death  of  Bavaria's 
king  Ludwig  II  ha*  drowned 
himself  in  Starnberg  Lake 
where  the  monarch  died 
mysteriously  86  years  ago. 
Tbe       youth,  Erhard 

Schwielgert       of     Augaberg. 


No:  Council 


OTTAWA — The  Ontario  Press 
Council  announced  on  Oct. 
23  that  they  would  not 
hear  a  Body  Politic  com- 
plaint against  the  Windsor 
Star's     refusal      to  accept 


Council,  Fraser  MacDougal, 
s-sld  that  the  paper's  com- 
plaints against  the  Hamil- 
ton Spectator  and  the 
Brantford  Expositor  were 
not  considered  because  no 
formal  cooplafnt  was  reg- 
istered. 

However,  a  review  copy 
of  the  correspondence  with 
Mr.  MacDougal  reveals  that 
indeed,  on  June  26,  1973 
Hr.  Hannon  wrote  to  him 
stating,  In  the  first  par- 
agraph: "We  should  like  to 
register  a  formal  com- 
plaint against  the  follow- 
ing two  papers:  The  Brant- 
ford Expositor  and  the 
Hamilton   Spectator." 

Hannon  ssld  that  the 
paper     will    re-submit      its 


Legislator  supports  BC  gay  rights 


on  the  basis  of  race,  sex, 
marital  status,  religion, 
ethnic  background,  sexual 
orientation,  or  political 
affiliation,    must   be  drawn 


rsrd)  re-affirmed  her  aup- 
ort    :<or     protection  of 

gays  In  the  Human  Rights 
Act  In  a  speech  la  the 
provincial  legislature 

September  20th. 

Ma.  Brown,  In  a  pres- 
entation made  during  the 
throne  speech  debate,  said 
that  the  present  Human 
Rights  Act  has  so  many 
holes  In  It  "you  oould 
drive  a  trunk  through  it", 
and  a  completely  new  act, 
ensuring  no  discrimination 


Last  year,  in  her  maid- 
en speech  in  the  House, 
Ms.  Brown  called  for  In- 
clusion of  "sexual  orient- 
ation" In  the  Human  Rights 
Act.  This  was  the  first 
time  that  a  call  for  gay 
civil  rights  was  made  In 
a  Canadian  legislative  as- 
Gay  Tide 


Gay  film  festival  planned 


WASHINGTON  D.C. — Films  by 
gay  film  makers  and/or  a- 
bout  gay  life  will  be 
shown  at  the  "First  Ameri- 
can Gay  Film  Festival"  to 
be  held    In  Washington  D.C. 


Tor 


sometime  this 
further  Information  con- 
tact: Washington  Area  Gay 
Community  Council,  P.O. 
Box  40552,  Washington  D.C. 
20016. 
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1973s  GAY  PRIDE  WEEK :  A  NATIONAL  EVENT  . 


The  owners  of  The  Hana- 
tee,  a  popular  Toronto 
dance        club,  expressed 

their  support  by  donating 
the  club's  facilities  for 
a  dance  which  raised  Doner 
for  the  National  Cay  Elec- 
tion coalition.  The  Thurs- 
day evening  affair     was  by 


Of    I 


week,      drawing  c 


eight  hundred     people 
raising       an     unexpectedly 


ferred 


of    Tor 


>   of- 


i    Full 


cheduJ 


Marchers  surge  along  Wellesley  Street  through  Toronto's  gay  ghe 


Prom  August  17th  to 
26th,  Gay  Pride  Week  was 
celebrated  In  various  clt- 
tles  across  Canada.  Acti- 
vities cook  place  in  Van- 
couver,  Saskatoon,   Ottawa, 

llfax.  (Winnipeg  gays  held 
their   festivities   In  early 

:October.) 

"The  theme  of  Cay  Pride 
Week  was  political:  amend- 
ing  the  human   rights   legl- 


iclude 


.  oriei 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA 
In   "ancouver,      GATE  ( 
dinated   the   four  main 


in     front     of     the    city's 

courthouse,  which  was  tim- 
ed to  coincide  with  simi- 
lar events  in  other  cit- 
ies, was  attended  by  about 
a  hundred  gays,  who  came 
together  to  express  their 
Ipride  In  beinR  gav  and 
their  resolve  to  continue 
the  gav  struggle.  A  picnic 
rfretr  about  fortv  people, 
but  for  manv  the  highlight 
of  the  ireeh  p«v  have  been 
a  cahle  television  docu- 
mentary entitled  'The 
Struggle  for  Gav  Rights' 
produced  bv  members  of 
GATE  In  cooperation  with 
Channel  10.  In  CATE's  o- 
ninion,  this  programme  un- 
doubtedly reached  more 
gays   than   any  other    event. 

SASKATCHEWAN 
In  Saskatchewan,  Saska- 
toon Cay  Action  presented 
a  brief  to  the  province's 
legislature,  where  It  was 
favourably  received.  The 
Zodiac  Friendship  Society 
attempted   to  have  the  Sas- 


:lty  i 


clare 


icil 


>ffi- 


Cay  Pride 
,      but      their     efforts 

summarily  dismissed 
:he  council  simply  ac- 
L  edged  receipt  of  the 
■st    and    tabled    it.    The 


weel-'s  events  included  a 
picnic  at  Cranberrv  Plats, 
Sasl-jitoon's  gav  beach. 

MANITOBA 
Winnipeg's  Gay  Pride 
Week  activities  (October 
1st  to  6th)  centred  around 
a  symposium  on  homosexual- 
ity. All  seven  panelists,. 
including  Maurice  Flood 
from  Vancouver  GATE, 
stressed  the  normality  of 
homosexual  relationships. 

"Homosexuality  is  on  a 
par  with  heterosexuality 
as  a  sexual  option — no 
better,  no  worse"  said 
Flood. 

Panelist  Jacqueline 

Briscoe,  educator  and  re- 
search coordinator  with 
the  Manitoba  Human  Rights 
Commission,  noted  that 
complaints  about  discrimi- 
nation because  of  homosex- 

ing  because  of  gays'  fear 
of  exposure  and  because 
they  know  that  the  rights 
code  is  not  designed  to 
protect   them. 

Both  Dr  P  L  Marcuse,  a 
psychology  professor  at 
the  University  of  Manito- 
ba, andDr  Michael  Purint- 
on  of  the  Manitoba  Educa- 
tion Department  said  that 
therapy  which  attempts  to 
change  homosexuality  Is 
usually  ineffective  and 
Marcuse  added  that  "most 
(psycho) therapeutic  proce- 
dures are   quite   sadistic". 

ONTARIO 
In  a  number  of  the  lar- 
ger cities  of  Ontario,  in- 
cluding Ottawa,  Hamilton, 
Kitchener  -  "aterloo,  and 
I'indsor,  a  brief  Petition- 
ing the  amendnent  of  the 
Ontario  Puman  Rights  Code 
was  presented  to  the  local 
offices  of  the  Human 
Rights  Commission.  In  a 
more  formal  meeting,  a  de- 
legation from  Toronto 
GATE,  accompanied  by  a  re- 
sented     the  same  brief      to 


in  the  area  of  discrimina- 
tion Involving  sexualltv, 
and  that  a  nrograrane  of 
public  education  based  up- 
on the  results  o*  this  re- 
search he  initiated,  Guln- 
don  was  polite,  but  non- 
committal about  the  noss- 
ibilitv  of  amending  the 
Code  and  so  far  the  OHRC 
has  made  no  official  reply 
to    the   submission. 

TORONTO 
As  In  Saskatoon,  Toron- 
to's orgsnlsers  sought  a 
declaration  from  the  mayor 
which  would  give  official 
recognition  to  Gay  Pride 
Week.      But   the  mayor's  ex- 

11am  Marshall,  explained 
that  the  mayor  had  had  a 
policy  of  refusing  all 
such  requests  since  last 
spring,  when  it  was  dis- 
covered     that   the  practice 


Ontai 


Laboi 


liini; 


Fern  Gulndon,  OHRC  Chair- 
man Daniel  Hill,  and  two 
other  members  of  OHRC.  Be- 
sides calling  for  the  sex- 
ual orientation  amendment, 
the  drafters  of  the  brief- 
also  urged  that  the  Com- 
mission    conduct      research 


events  during  thi 
including  a  craft 
picnics,  dances,  a  forum 
on  'Sex*,and  Sexuality'  and 
an  evening  with  Llge 
Clarke  and  Jack  Hlchols, 
former  editors  of  New  York 
City's  Gay. 

Toronto  was  also  the 
site  of  Ontario's  official 
Gay  Pride  march.  The  per- 
fect Saturday  alternoon 
wea  the  r  wel corned  nearly 
150  gays  who  marched  from 
the  CHAT  centre  to  the  Le- 
gislative Assembly  and 
back,  shouting,  chanting, 
and  singing.  Bystanders 

were  generally  civil,  and 
curious;  no  Incidents  mar- 
red  the  demonstration. 

In  front  of     the   legis- 


late 


:    the 


.briefly,  paused,  addresses 
were  delivered  by  Adrlenne 
Potts  for  the  Lesbian  Col- 
lective. Tom  Warner  for 
GATE,  and  Charlie  Hill  of 
Gays     of /d ' Ottawa.  CHAT 

president  George  Hislop 
read  letters  and  telegrams 
of     congratulation.  The 

tlcally  when  Hill  spoke  of 
a  'lavender  menaoe'  fhtch 
'Is  fighting  for  the  free- 
dom of  all  members  of  soc- 
iety' and  which  permeates 
all   aspects  of  society. 

Media  coverage  was  mea- 
gre; the  march  was  filmed 
by  the  CBC  and  a  crew  from 
the  National  Film  Board, 
which  is  producing  a  ser- 
ies of  films  for  sex  edu- 
cation purposes.  In  addi- 
tion, CITY  taped  a  half- 
hour  programme  in  which 
members  of  GATE  and  its 
attorney  discussed  the  le- 
galistic side,  of  gay  li- 
beration with  June  Call- 
wood,  a  noted  Toronto 
free-lance  writer  and  te- 
levision personality. 

A  church  service  for 
Toronto ' s  gays  was  sIbo 
held  during  the  week  by 
I1CC  pastor  Bob  Wolfe.  Rev 
Wolfe  had  been  interviewed 
earlier   in   the  week  by  Max 

CKFH. 


,eing 


ised 


merlcal  Interests.  None- 
theless, he  conveyed  the 
mayor's  good  wishes  for  a 
successful   Gay  Pride  Week. 


Gay  Picnic  at  Vancouver's  ffreek  Beach 


Toronto  Police 
Raid  Bath 


TORONTO — In  mid-August  the 
International  Steam  Bath 
at  456  Spadina  Ave.  was 
raided  by  uniformed  police 
officers   from  Division  14. 


Foui 


a  ted. 


The  bust  came  when  the 
police  entered  the  estab- 
lishment and  proceeded  to 
an  upstairs  room.  Suppos- 
edly this  was  a  "periodic" 
check  by  the  police.  Up- 
stairs, in  the  back  sec- 
tion of  the  building,  the 
police  claimed  the  lignts 
had  been  put  out,  and  the 
four     men  were  engaging  In 

Charged  with  one  count 
of  "gross  Indecency"  each, 
all  four  defendents  have 
pleaded  not  guilty,  and 
have  had  their  cases  re- 
manded  to   later  dates. 

The  owner  of  the  steam 
bath  waa  unavailable  for 
comment . 

In  other  police  at 
ity  in  late  October,  i 
was     charged     with  a  < 


civ- 


of  Vagrancy  "E"  (frequen- 
ting a  public  place  having 
had  a  previous  sexual  con- 
viction) at  the  Riverdale 
Park  Zoo.  His  case  has 
been  remanded  to  a  later 
date.  ■ 

Early  In  the  month,  two 
men  were  charged  with  one 
count  of  gross  Indecency 
each  when  they  were  arres- 
ted at  Allan  Gardens;  both 
have  entered  a  "not  guil- 

And  four  men  were  ar- 
rested in  the  Bloor  Sub- 
way washroom  late  in  Oct- 
ober. All  four  men  were 
charged  with  both  gross 
indecency  and  an  indecent 
act.  One  person  pleaded 
guilty  to  the  indecent  act 
charge  and  was  fined  S100; 
the  other  three  cases  have 
been  remanded  to  a  later 
date. 


Buffalo  Centre 


BUFFALO — The  Gay  Services 
centre  has  re-opened  at  45 
Allen  St.  The  Previous 
centre  waa  destroyed  by  a 
(Ire. 


Edmonton  GATE 
gets  coverage 


paper,  highlighted  the  ac- 
tivities of  the  Gay  Alli- 
ance Toward  Equality 
(GATE)  in  its  October  9th- 
14th  issue.  This  marked 
the  first  time  that  the 
city's  organised  gays  have 
been  given  extended  press 
coverage . 

This  article  covered 
CATE's  social  and  educa- 
tional activities  and  fo- 
cussed  attention  upon  the 
reluctance  of  Edmonton's 
gay  community  to  accept 
organised  and  publicly  vi- 
sible gay  people. 

Also  cited  were  some  of 
GATE'S  past  political  ac- 
tions, primarily  its  par- 
ticipation In  the  National 
Gsy  Election  Coalition  du- 
ring the  last  federal  e- 
lection  and  Its  solicita- 
tion of  Trudesu's  response 
to  a  query  regarding  fur- 
ther      homosexual      law  re- 


The  l 
"No". 
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So  gay.  so  blond,  so  n»9t 


The  Hale  Muse  -  A  Cay  Anthology  ed. 
by  Ian  Young,  The  Crossing  Press, 
Trumansburg,  N.Y.,  1973,  127  pp. 
S3. 95. 


Ian  Young's  historical  preface 
to  The  Male  Huse  sketches  the  sup- 
pression, since  Oscar  Wilde's  trial, 
of  gay  poetry  written  in  English. 
Young  cites  in  the  last  four  decades 
several  breakthroughs  toward  one 
end:  "that  poets  and  public  were 
ready  for  such  an  anthology  as  this." 

Nervy?  Sure.   But  let  the  his- 
tory of  sexual  liberation  in  poetry 
check  such  self-advertisement,  and 
let  us  thank  Young  and  John  Gill  for 
an  enlightened  if  not  epiphanic  pub- 
lishing event.   What  most  needs  medi- 
tating now  is  Young's  hope  that  these 
are  "good  poems." 

That  gay  is  good  does  not  make 
gay  poetry* good  poetry.  The  Male  Muse 
is  a  thematic,  not  a  generic,  anthol- 
ogy. Although  a  few  selections  are 
political  or  narrative,  most  are  lyr- 
ical —  and  too  many  have  gone  awry. 
Consider  this: 

He  rides  his  own  new  bicycle 
so  gay,   so  blond,    so  neat. 

and  this: 

Now  at  this  early  hour  that  is 
so  late 
I  raise  the  rattling  shades 
Upon  the  gardens  wet  with  mist 


The  night  is  wild 

there  is  no  sleep  in  the  night 

waves  clash 

trees  grind  in  the  wind 

These  lines  flop  because  in  them  the 
stuff  of  poetry,  value-charged  lan- 
guage, goes  flaccid.   In  successful 
love  poetry  the  words,  rhythm,  syntax 
sounds  and  tone  must  be  erotic,  not 
limp  accounts  of  eros. 

Two  kinds  of  weak  poem  occur  so 
often  here  (and  in  the  gay  press 
where  many  first  appeared)  as  to 
merit  diagnosis.  One  is  the  inter- 
personal poem  describing  intimacy  or 
actual  lovemaking.  The  other  we 
might  call  the  Masturbatory  Poem, 
a  soliloquy  in  which  the  speaker 
either  fantasizes  sex  or  describes 
for  himself  a  desired  lover  —  rou- 
tinely blond,  bronzed,  and  boyish  — 
conjured  or  actually  seen. 

In  the  first  case  one  asks:  how 
do  poems  relate  to  persons?  Can 
John  telling  George  of  his  love  in 
verse  succeed  as  a  poem?  Doesn't 
this  reduce  poetry's  rich  potential 
to  flat  function?   Such  questions 
are  not,  of  course,  new.  At  least 
from  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  who  wrote 
"Wise  silence  is  best  music  unto 
bliss,"  through  Paul  Goodman,  whose 
Speaking  and  Language  described  Che 
meaningful  silence  of  lovers*  speech, 
poets  have  realized  that  lovemaking 
transcends  even  the  special  kind  of 


verbality  that  is  a  poem;   that,  as 
George  Steiner  says,  "sexual  heat 
compresses  and  erodes  our  uses  of 
language."  In  personal  intimacy  only 
minimal  speech  avoids  fakery. 
Consider  Goodman's  "Long  Lines": 

"Be  is  a  noisy  lover,  " 

I  notice  idly  -  the  April  air  is 
pure — 
"but  he  has  no  human  speech. " 

It 's  I  who  say 
the  words  like  "I  love  you"  or 

"Thank  you. " 

The  "I"  is  honestly  inarticulate; 
with  this  ending  we  see  that  the  ar- 
ticulate earlier  lines  which  pretend- 
ed to  address  the  lover  were  not  at 
all  limited  to  him.  Hart  Crane  — 
whose  love  poetry,  by  the  way,  does 
much  more  than  "equivocate  or  conceal" 
his  homosexuality  —  knew  well  that 
poetry  could  not  be  limitedly  person- 
al.  Implicitly,  then,  Jim  Chapson's 
"In  Oregon"  indicts  many  of  its  com- 
panions: 

If  I  don't  more  clearly  say  i  love 
you 
it's  because  the  madness  of  per- 
sona I  love 
is  melodrama  on  a  public  stage. 


In  the  second  case,  Masturbatory 
Poems  risk  self-indulgent  facility. 
Here  is  Graham  Jackson's  "Ross": 

0!  sweet  bare  boy, 
bellyward  on  my  bed, 
your  lips  are  wet 
and  your  eyes  are  greedy. 
I  know  why  you  moan 
and  flex  those  cheeks, 
those  full,   ripe  peaches 

you  crave  a  rough  connection. 

Yes,   you  always  get 
what  you  want, 
0!  sweet,   brat  boy, 
bellyward  on  my  bed. 

Such  verse  —  peaches  indeed  — 
craves  and  gets  a  simplistic  connec- 
tion. Poetry  and  sexual  love  are 
both  cpmplex  forces,  merging  incar- 
nate craft  and  craft-transcending 
value.   Love  without  technique  —  I 
mean  much  more  than  mechanics  to  In- 
duce orgasm,  rather  what  Paul  Rosen- 
fels  enjoys  calling  "the  workmanship 
of  love"  —  is  no  more  love  than 
poetry  without  achieved  linguistic 
and  moral  virtuosity  is  poetry.   In 
fantasy  poems,  love  conjured  and 
poetry  composed  bug  out.   Robert 
cor.t'-t.  neat  page 
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Peters  admits,  in  one  of  the  col- 
lection's starker  moments,  that  "this 


poem  is  easy 


It  is,  far  easier 


than  Peter's  best,  not  represented 
here. 

For  poetry  and  love  require  de- 
votion, self-giving,  continued  loss. 
Their  true  ease  lies  on  the  other 
side  of  difficulty.   Robert  Duncan's 
"Sonnet  1"  witnesses  to  this.   It 
speaks  of  "  a  joining,"  sexual  and 
effectively  poetic,  "that  is  not 
easy."  The  pace  of  its  opening  cad- 
ences, the  play  with  dull  vowels  and 
flickering  connotations  in  "Love," 
"lust,"  "run,"  "come,"  "hum,"  and 
"sun"  —  these  evidence  a  difficulty 
undergone  and  mastered: 

Now  there  is  a  Love  of  which  Dante 
does  not  speak  unkindly, 
Tho  it  grieves  hie  heart  to  think 
upon  men 
who  lust  after  men  and  run 
-hie  beloved  Master,   Brunetto 
Latini,   among  them- 
Where  the  roaring  waters  of  hell 's 
rivers 
Come,   heard  ae  if  muted  in  the 

dietance, 
like  the  hum  of  bees  in  the 
hot  sun. 

Among  Young's  other  selections 
nearly  as  open  to  the  male  muse  as 
the  three  by  Duncan,  I'd  number  Gins- 
berg's "Genocide,"  perhaps  Goodman's 
"For  Taylor,"  Paul  Maurice's  modest 
"Catechism,"  and  several  In  which 
astringent  wit  has  burned  away  overly 
personal  or  fantasy  cliches:  Jim 
Eggeling's  Nabokovian  "Buying  a  Rose 
in  San  Antonio,"  Christopher  Isher- 
wood's  "On  His  Queerness,"  and  Jona- 
than Williams'  riotously  gaudy 
"The  Honey  Lamb"  which  opens: 

the  boyeick   (by  gadzooks  thunder- 
struck) 
Hex  Zeus,    eex 
expert,   erects 
a  couple  templee 

and  cruises  the  Trojan  coast.. 

Eight  or  nine  strong  poems  in 
one  well~designed  volume  earns  its 
S3. 95,  and  many  of  the  remaining  hun- 
dred offer  minor  victories  such  as 
the  bare  couplet  that  ends  William 
Barber's  otherwise  preachy  "Explan- 
ation": 

I  love  men.     I  tell  them  so 

directly. 

Wherever  we  encounter,    there  are 

no  categories. 

AS  the  male  muse  returns  to  open 
light  (and  Young's  bibliographic  Cay 
Book  News  heralds  this  return  indis- 
pensably), his  musicians  need  to  re- 
deem his  closet  exile  by  learning 
anew  what  Emil  Opffer's  lover  learned 
at  the  cost  of  not  less  than  every- 
thing: "the  silken  skilled  transmem- 
berment  of  song. " 


Michael  Lynch 


lan  Young  replies 

Members  of  the  Body  Politbureau: 

I  must  convey  my  amused  disgust 
at  your  paper's  Lynching  of  The  Male 
Muse.  Fortunately,  he's  a  hardy  crea- 
ture  and  can  easily  survive  so  lud- 


icrously inept  a  manhandling.  In 
fact,  an  article  so  full  of  clumsy 
verbosity  and  pompous  imperceptions 
as  Michael  Lynch's  can  only  make  The 
Body  Politic  look  damn  silly  for 
printing  it.  Your  very  assignment  of 
the  review  of  a  collection  of  gay 
poems  to  Mr.  Lynch,  an  instructor  in 
19th  Century  literature  at  one  of  our 
local  Catholic  colleges,  is  revealing 
in  itself  of  a  basic  misunderstanding 
of  what  poetry  (and  perhaps  even  of 
what  gay  liberation)  is  all  about. 
The  academic,  cloistered  approach  is 
humourously  inadequate  in  dealing 
with  anything  living,  celebratory, 

gay- 

Harmless  enough,  I  think,  if  I 
deal  with  a  few  points  in  the  art- 
icle. Mr.  Lynch  accuses  me  of  "self- 
advertisement"  for  saying  that  it 
took  a  long  time  for  poets  and  pub- 
lic to  be  ready  for  such  an  anthol- 
ogy. It  would  have  been  obvious  to 
anyone  of  ordinary  common  sense  that 
I  was  not,  as  Mr.  Lynch  seems  to4 
think,  posing  as  the  end-product  of 
literary  history,  but  rather  point- 
ing out  how  anti-gay  attitudes  pre- 
vented poets  from  speaking  out  hon- 
estly in  the  past. 

Wrenching  out  of  context  two 
lines  from  one  of  Oswell  Blakeston's 
poems:  "He  ridee  his  own  new  bicycle/ 
so  gay,    so  blond,   eo  neat,"   Mr.  Lynch 
proceeds  to  damn  them  as  "flaccid... 
limp  accounts  of  eros."  Anyone  who 
has  read  the  book  will  know  that  Os- 
well has  his  tongue  in  his  cheek  and 
often  glances  at  a  cliche  or  an  ord- 
inary phrase  and,  by  adding  to  it,, 
makes  something  funny,  and  poetic. 
But  irony  is  lost  on  Mr.  Lynch.  It's 
difficult  to  know  whether  his  trun- 
cation of  the  poem  (and  others)  in 
an  attempt  to  bolster  his  opinions  is 
deliberately  unfair  or  just  plain 
stupid. 

More  generally,  he  condemns 
something  called  "verbality"  (I  sup- 
pose he  means  "verbiage")  and  seems 
to  recommend  silence.  Unhappily,,  he 
doesn't  take  his  own  advice.  He  agon- 
izes over  the  puzzle  "Can  John's  tel- 
ling George  of  his  love  in  verse  suc- 
ceed as  a  poem?"  -  a  question  I  would 
have  thought  anyone  with  even  slight- 
ly knowledgable  respect  for  either 
poetry  or  gay  love  wouldn't  have  to 
ask! 

And  Mr.  Lynch  objects  to  what 
he  terms  "masturbatory  poems",  which 
he  calls  "simplistic".  "Poetry  and 
sexual  love,"  he  intones,  as  though 
addressing  the  sophomore  class,  "are 
complex  forces."  Well,  yes.  They're" 
also  spontaneous  acts  of  joy.  Mr. 
Lynch  finds  a  poem  like  Graham  Jack- 
son's "Ross"  "self-indulgent  and  fa- 
cile". I  find  it  delightful. 

But  the  basic  difference,  I  sup- 
pose, between  Mr.  Lynch's  approach 
and  my  own,  is  the  difference  between 
a  view  of  writing  as  material  for 
textual  analysis,  as  "work"  whose 
difficulty  must  be  apparent  and  con- 
stantly stressed,  and  a  view  of  writ- 
ing as  a  way  of  conveying  a  natural 
vision,  part  of  life. 

The  review  is  unfortunate.  Nev- 
ertheless, I  think  those  who  survive 
its  clotted  language  and  obscure  re- 
ferences should  not  go  unrewarded.  I 
suggest  The  Body  Politic  offer  a 


prize:  to  the  first  500  assistant 
professors  who  write  in,  correctly 
identifying  Emil  Opffer:  a  copy  of 
the  1929  edition  of  Who's  Who  in  Bo- 
hemia. 

Ian  Young 


Mr.  Lynch,  who  teaches  modern 
poetry  at  the  University  of  Toronto 
(St.  Michael's  College),  replies: 
"One's  inadequacies  have  a  way  of 
appearing  when  one  least  expects  them 
to.  Sorry  to  offend." 


Pleasing    pred  icability 


Operation  Socrates  Handbook,  Dennis 
Findlay  et  al,  Waterloo  Gay  Libera- 
tion Movement,  University  of  Water- 
loo, Waterloo,  Ontario  N2L  3G1,  1973, 
Free  (25c  mailing). 


I  would  have  to  say  that  the 
Operation  Socrates  Handbook  is  pre- 
dictable.  It  has  what  you'd  expect 
in  a  gay  sex  education  pamphlet 
written  primarily  for  straight  stud- 
ents:  definitions  of  gay  terms,  an 
explanation  of  Kinsey's  sxale,  an- 
swers to  most-often-asked  questions, 
religious  and  legal  viewpoints,  V.D. 
info,  a  large  section  of  interviews, 
and  an  up-to-date  listing  of  Cana- 
dian gay  organizations  —  where  they 
are  and  what  they  do. 

What  pleasing  predictability! 
It  has  been  common  knowledge  what 
should  be  in  sex  education  books  on 
gays,  but  it  wasn't  till  this  summer 
that  seven  people  from  Kitchener- 
Waterloo  decided  to  obtain  the  money 
and  do  the  shit  work;  they  have  done 
an  admirable  job. 

The  book  is  attractively  laid 
out  and  appears  well  planned.   It 
is  comprehensive  without  going  on, 
and  sensibly  refers  the  reader  to 
other  sources  rather  than  reproducing 
things  elsewhere  available. 

There  are  a  few  minor  things 
about  the  book  that  I  found  irritat- 
ing. Firstly,  while  the  cover,  con- 
sisting primarily  of  flowered  sex 
symbols  intertwined,  is  attractive, 
it  is  a  little  too  ambiguous  for  my 
taste.  There  is  little  doubt  that 
it  is  gay,  but  the  lack  of  words  on 
the  cover  gives  us  no  further  clue 
to  its  content  or  function.   What's 
more  there  is  no  introduction  ex- 
plaining who  or  what  Operation  Soc- 
rates was,  what  their  goals  were,  or 
again,  what  the  aims  of  the  book  are. 
The  only  other  thing  which  disturbed 
me  was  the  lack  of  proof-reading. 

The  most  unfortunate  thing  about 
the  Operation  Socrates  handbook  is 
that  it  may  not  adequately  reach  its 
intended  audience.   Some  educators 
have  already  said  that  they  will  not 
alldw  it  in  their  schools.   Chances 
of  distribution  are  also  limited  by 
the  fact  that  budgeting  allowed  the 
Operation  Socrates  people  to  print 
only  4000  copies  —  too  few  if  demand 
is  related  to  merit. 


Merv  Walker 


books 


The  arthritic  route 


Children's  Liberation,  David  Gott- 
lieb, editor,  Prentice  Hall,  1973, 
181  pages,  $2.75. 


There  are  a  number  of  difficul- 
ties inherent  in  the  concept  of  chil- 
dren's liberation  which  do  not  exist 
as  parameters  in  the  theoretical 
framework  of  other  liberation  groups. 
One  is  probably  always  gay,  or  female 
or  black;  but,  with  some  exceptions, 
one  Is  not  a  child  forever.  It  ia 
difficult,  therefore,  not  to  conceive 
of  childhood  as  a 
period  during  which 
one  prepares  for  the 
rigours  of  adult- 
hood. Most  educa- 
tional systems  have 
certainly  approach- 
ed the  young  in  this 
way,  and  the  legit- 
imate needs  and 
rights  of  youth  have 
been  honoured  only 
in  so  far  as  this 
honouring  would  con- 
tribute to  the 
child's  eventual 
status  as  an  upright 
citizen.  There  is 
no  doubt  In  anyone's 
mind  [particularly 
the  minds  of  those 
in  control)  that  the 
socialization  of 
children  is  rapid, 
unavoidable,  and  in- 
deed necessary. 

However ,  the 
goal  of  the  social- 
ization process  in 
America  is  so  nar- 
rowly defined  that 
the  stringencies 
necessary  to  keep 
the  young  within  Its 
limits  have  crushed 
the  majority  of  peo- 
ple into  conformity. 
It  is  inevitable, 
therefore,  that  if 
the  socialization 
process  is  to  offer  a  maximum  num- 
ber of  alternatives  to  the  develop- 
ing child,  we  must  cease  to  view 
childhood  as  only  a  process,  and 
concentrate  Instead  on  it  as  a  leg- 
itimate {if  somewhat  special)  human 
situation  defining  certain  needs  and 
demanding  certain  rights. 

There  are  ten  essays  in  David 
Gottlieb's  anthology  —  including 
two  of  his  own  —  and  this  awareness 
informs  many  of  them,  although  on 
the  whole,  the  collection  is  an  un- 
satisfactory one.  Why  are  we  presen- 
ted with  "Children  in  America:  A 
Demographic  Profile  and  Commentary", 
when  most  of  the  data  it  contains 
could  have  been  neatly  summarized  in 
a  table  in  an  appendix,  and  whatever 
commentary  it  includes  is  examined 
in  greater  detail  In  other  essays? 
As  well,  there  are  two  articles: 
"Children  and  the  Justice  Process: 
Reality  and  Rhetoric"  and  "Delin- 


quents without  Crime"  which  cover 
very  similar  ground,  though  the 
former  is  rather  more  historically 
oriented  than  the  latter.  The  sit- 
uation they  describe  is  undoubtedly 
a  bleak  one: 

"Most  Americans  are  probab- 
ly unaware  that  juveniles  are  subject 
to  stricter  laws  than  adults,   and  to 
more  severe  penalties  for  non-crim- 
inal acts  than  are  many  adults  who 
comit  felonies",    and  an  examination 
of  state  and  local  detention  facil- 
ities disclosed  that  40  to  502  of 
the  cases  in  custody  were  for  such 
heinous  deeds  as  "running  away  from 
home,   being  incorrigible,    ungovern- 
able and  beyond  the  control  of  par- 
ents,  being  truant,   engaging  in  sex- 
ual relations. 


Again  on  the  debit  side  we  have 
two  reports  ("Emergence  of  Identity" 
and  "Social  Environment")  from  the 
1970  White  House  Conference  on  Chil- 
dren. Both  of  these  make  interesting 
and  valuable  points;  yet  the  machin- 
ery they  suggest  for  the  ameliora- 
tion of  various  social  ills  is  just 
what  one  might  expect  of  a  White 
House  Conference  —  the  creation 
and  proliferation  of  more  commit- 
tees, organizations,  and  conferen- 
ces, most  of  which  would  probably 
follow  the  same  arthritic  route  as 
other  organizations  of  a  similarly 
well-intentioned  nature. 

It  is  one  of  the  stated  purpos- 
es of  this  anthology  to  expose  the 
hypocrisy  of  adults  whose  warm  rhet- 
oric in  reference  to  children  has 
little  relation  to  their  actions. 
This  is  admirably  demonstrated  in 
at  least  two  of  the  essays:  "The  Ex- 
ploitation of  the  American  Growing 
Class"  by  Peter  B.  Meyer,  and  the 
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unfortunately  Reader's  Digest  titled 
"How  School  Stunts  Tour  Child"  by 
George  B.  Leonard.  Both  offer  rad- 
ical suggestions  for  change. 

Mr.  Meyer  sees  that  the  unbri- 
dled capitalist  ethos  in  America  is 
at  the  source  of  our  attitude  towards 
children: 

"The  capitalist  ethos  in  the 
United  States  conditions  people  to 
relate  on  a  quid  pro  quo  basis,  pro- 
viding nothing  unless  some  return  is 
expected,  and  parental  be)taviour  may 
be  assumed  to  conform  to  this  pat- 
tern. " 

And  though  the  author  grants 
that  the  standard  of  living  of  chil- 
dren had  probably  risen  more  rapidly 
than  that  of  people  in  general,  he 
notes  that  this  apparent  solicitude 
is  prompted  more  by  a  concern  that 
we  are  ensuring  a  future  work  source 
than  by  any  genuine  feeling  for 
children  as  human  beings. 

With  these  facts  in  mind,  Mr. 
Meyer  reaches  the  logical  conclusion: 

"Exploitation  of  children 
can  only  be  brought  to  an  end  as 
socioeconomy  in  which  the  develop- 
ment of  the  individual  is  the  high- 
est social  purpose  and  satisfaction 
of  wants  is  understood  to  be  poss- 
ible in  the  absence  of  increased 
material  production.   It  does  not  ap- 
pear that  such  a  socioeconomic  sys- 
tem can  evolve  in  the  United  States 
in  the  foreseeable  future  without 
major  socioeconomic  upheaval. " 
In  other  words,  revolution. 

"How  School  Stunts  Tour  Child" 
reaches  the  conclusion  that,  at  Its 
best,  education  is  the  pursuit  of 
moments  of  ecstasy.  Most  people  have 
learned  to  distrust  the  ecstatic 
moment,  and  Mr.  Leonard  blames  the 
schools,  and  by  extension  the  kind 
of  society  which  demands  the  human 
products  which  our  schools  manufac- 
ture: 

"Since   learning  involves 
behavioral  change,    lifelong  learn- 
ing becomes  the  most  errant  of  be- 
haviours and  is  not  to  be  counten- 
anced.  Educational  institutions, 
therefore,   have  been  geared  to  stop 
learning.   Perhaps  half  of  all   learn- 
ing ability  is  squelched  in  the 
earliest  grades. . . ". 

Homosexuality?  It's  mentioned 
once  —  in  an  interesting  if  rather 
incoherent  article  by  Thomas  J.  Cot- 
tle entitled  "Parent  and  Child  -  The 
Hazards  of  Equality".  It  seems  that 
many  young  men  on  drugs  confess  an 
apprehension  about  being  gay.  The 
topic  is  rather  quickly  skipped  over. 
I  mention  it  for  those  who  will  be 
annoyed  that  the  absence  of  an  index 
prevents  them  from  heading  immediate- 
ly for  their  favourite  topic. 

It  Is  unfortunate  that  Child- 
ren's Liberation  could  not  have  con- 
tained more  articles  of  the  kind 
commended  above.  But  David  Gottlieb 
was  Director  of  Research  for  the 
1970-71  White  House  Conference  on 
Children  and  Youth.  Perhaps  that  ex- 
plains It. 

Gerald   Hannon 

Headline  we  never  saw 
NIXON  SACKS  COX 
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films 


Diamonds   in  the   buff 


Roys  In  the  Sand  and  Bijou,  two 
films  by  Wakefield  Poole,  Irving 
Inc.,  New  York,  N.Y. 

As  if  Mayor  Crombie  wasn't  hav- 
ing enough  trouble  cleaning  up  lewd- 
ness and  depravity  in  this  city,  now 
he's  got  gay  porn  to  contend  with. 
Sodom's  most  recent  victory  was  the 
viewing  of  Wakefield  Poole's  Boys  in 
che  Sand  at  Rochdale  College,  the 
first  public  screening  of  a  gay  porno- 
graphy film  in  Toronto's  history. 
Though  the  film  cost  less  than  *£100, 
Rochdale  charged  $5  a  head,  which 
they  justified  by  the  risk  involved. 
Still,  it  seems  to  me  a  rather  ex- 
orbitant demand  from  people  who  are 
supposedly  above  the  profit  motive. 

Actually,  the  event  was  delayed 
a  week  when  morality  squad  officers 
suddenly  appeared  at  the  premiere, 
and  made  off  with  the  film.  But  Fate 
intervened  with  a  delightfully  ironic 
case  of  mistaken  identities,  and  the 
captured  reels  turned  out  to  be  a 
completely  unexpurgated  version  of 
that  racy  Victorian  classic  Jane  Eyre. 
In  any  case,  Peter  Maloney's  Club 
Baths  has  since  bought  both  of 
Poole's  films,  Boys  and  Bijou,  showing 
Wednesday  nights.  The  film  is  includ- 
ed in  the  admission  price,  so  if  you 
don't  get  your  rocks  off  at  the  baths 
you  can  at  least  watch  someone  else 
getting  his  off  on  the  screen. 

Pornography  in  any  medium  is  a 
specialized  form  of  entertainment  in 
that  it  is  designed  for  one  purpose, 
the  sexual  excitement  of  its  aud- 
ience. This  makes  it  difficult  to 
assess  objectively,  because  sexual 
arousal  is  an  intimate  and  highly 
subjective  state  which  has  little  to 
do  with  good  or  bad  taste.  Porno- 
graphy is  too  contentious  and  misun- 
derstood a  topic  for  absolute  state- 
ments.  My  remarks  on  the  films  re- 
viewed here  will,  therefore,  be  no 
more  than  personal  observations  on 
what  I  feel  are  the  elements  of  suc- 
cessful cinematic  pornography. 

With  Boys  in  the  Sand.  Poole 
sets  out  to  provide  hard  core  sex  on 
a  minimal  budget.  Though  the  movie 
was  made  on  8mm  film,  the  image  is 


always  clear  and 
the  colour  is  ad- 
equate. Both 
films  are  silent, 
although  Boys  has 
a  musical  sound- 
track which  res- 
embles CBL-FM's 
"Eclectic  Circus" 
in  its  random 
juxtaposition  of 
musical  styles. 

The  film  it- 
self is  divided 
into  three  epis- 
odes, all  presen- 
ted as  fantasies 
of  the  lead  ac- 
tor, Casey  0 'Don- 
ovan. The  actors 
are  slim,  athle- 
tic, and  (of 
course)  well-hung 
with  convention- 
ally attractive 
though  unmemor- 
able  faces. 
Sexual  activity 
dominates  the 
action,  and  the 
camera  provides 
enough  closeups 
of  sucking  and 
fucking  to  satis- 
fy the  most  rapa- 
cious appetite. 

Unfortunate- 
ly for  Boys,  only  the  circumstances 
of  each  episode  are  different,  while 
the  sex  scenes  tend  to  resemble  one 
another  and  become  repetitious.  The 
sexual  encounters  would  have  been 
much  more  exciting  if  some  were  pre- 
ceded by  a  seduction  scene  or  a  pro- 
vocative undressing  sequence.  Fur- 
thermore, the  sex  act  itself  is  en- 
tirely conventional,  with  no  more 
than  a  hint  of  such  exotic  delights 
as  S  and  M  or  fetishism. 

Titillation  aside,  I  think  a 
spoken  sound  track  would  have  helped, 
for  while  character  development  is 
probably  not  necessary  in  a  porn 
film,  even  a  minimal  dialogue  would 
have  imbued  the  characters  with  some 
personality  and  hence,  made  them  more 
interesting.   Pornography  often  lim- 
its itself  by  depersonalizing  sexu- 
ality, rather  than  linking  it  with 
the  whole  personality  and  thus,  in- 
creasing the  potential  for  eroticism. 
However,  Boys  did  convey  quite  effec- 
tively a  sense  of  pleasure  in  sex, 
particularly  in  the  second  episode 
by  the  pool  where  the  sex  scenes 
were  joyful  and  energetic. 

Bijou,  Poole's  second  effort, 
is  much  more  ambitious  than  Boys, 
but  is  ultimately  far  less  exciting. 
The  film  is  about  a  young  butch  con- 
struction worker  who  walks  off  with 
the  purse  of  a  woman  run  over  by  a 
car.  A  card  he  finds  in  her  purse 
leads  him  to  a  mysterious  darkened 
pleasure  chamber  where  a  flashing 
neon  sign  instructs  him  to  undress. 
On  doing  so,  he  discovers  a  male 
body  stretched  prone  before  him  which 
he  promptly  fucks,  uninvited.  De- 
spite its  possibilities,  however, 
the  action  develops  no  further  from 
this  point,  as  a  procession  of  solemn 
young  men  enter  to  take  part  in  the 
most  uninspired  orgy  imaginable. 


Bijou  suffers  from  many  of  the 
drawbacks  of  Boys,  heightened  by 
the  pretentious  style  of  its  direc- 
tion.  The  viewer  is  subjected  to 
pointless  pseudo-arty  montages  of 
nude  males,  pulsating  diamond  shaped 
forms  (symbolizing  the  title  -  get 
it??)  and  a  curiously  anomalous  fe- 
male torso  which  appears  a  few  times. 
There  are  some  erotic  and  rather 
effective  shots  of  male  bodies  en- 
gaged in  sex,  but  they  are  the  only 
truly  artistic  touches  by  an  other- 
wise heavy-handed  director. 

The  most  disappointing  thing 
about  Bi j ou  is  the  presentation  of 
the  sex  act  itself.  There  is  none 
of  the  hedonism  of  Boys,  but  rather 
a  feeling  of  cold,  almost  trance- 
like passivity.  The  actors  are  par- 
ticipants in  a  passionless  ritual, 
mechanically  playing  with  themselves 
as  they  await  their  turn  to  have  sex. 
Any  excitement  that  might  have  de- 
rived from  the  various  group  efforts 
was  completely  stifled  by  the  ex- 
treme detachment  of  the  participants. 
Shop  window  mannequins  could  have 
done  as  well.  The  experience  was 
disconcerting,  for  I  have  always  re- 
sponded immediately  to  pornography. 
In  Bijou  my  state  of  arousal  could 
not  have  been  lower,  and  the  only  de- 
sire I  felt  was  to  leave  the  room. 

Given  the  minimal  subject  mat- 
ter of  pornography  (i.e.  nudity  and 
the  sex  act)  sex  scenes  must  be 
varied  and  fast-moving  to  maintain 
interest  -  either  that  or  the  films 
should  be  no  more  than  30  minutes 
long.  You  can  flip  through  a  maga- 
zine at  your  own  speed,  but  you  have 
little  choice  in  a  film  but  to  take 
it  or  leave  it.  After  seeing  Bijou 
I  think  I'll  do  the  latter  and  curl 
up  with  a  Queen's  Quarterly. 

Robert  Trow 
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JOHN   HERBERT  NOW 


John  Herbert  is  Che  Canadian  playwright 
whose  "Fortune  and  Men's  Eyes"  was  the  first  play 
to  deal  openly  with  homosexuality  in  prisons. 
Tne  play  resulted  in  the  formation  of  the  "Fortune 
Society"  -  an  influential  prison  reform  movement 
in  N.Y.  City,  and  it  has  since  been  made  into  a 
movie  shown  in  over  30  countries.  At  age  19, 
Herbert  served  6  months  in  Guelph  Reformatory. 
Assaulted  by  thugs  outside  a  gay  bar,  he  was  ac- 
cused and  convicted  of  indecency,  while  his  assail- 
ants were  released.  (In  1948,  gays  were  still  reg- 
ularly beaten  up  by  Toronto  police).  The  autobio- 
graphical character  Mona,  in  particular  represents 
the  insights  drawn  from  this  experience. 

John  Herbert  has  written  for  Saturday  Night- 
Magazine,  and  some  of  his  short  stories  have  been 
published  in  the  U.S.  His  second  play  "Born  of 
Medusa's  Blood"  was  staged  last  winter  in  Toronto, 
and  his  latest  work  "Oraphale  and  the  Hero"  opens 
in  Paris  in  1974. 


I.arly  October.  A  warm  rainy 
night  In  Toronto's  wealth-haunted 
Rosedale.  Playwright  John  Herbert 
(Fortune  and  Men's  Eyes)  pulls  open 
the  door  and  conducts  his  caller  to 
a  second  floor  bed-sitter. 

The  windows  of  the  room  are 
wide  open.  Cigarettes  stand  upright 
in  a  jar  and  a  long  decanter  towers 
above  them.  Nearby  on  the  same  table 
four  big-bummed  pears  share  the  in- 
timacy of  a  bowl. 

Sitting  with  one  leg  jack-knifed 
over  the  other,  host  Herbert  watches 
gravely  while  the  tape  recorder  (We 
will  not  release  the  tapes!)  is 
plugged  in  and  turned  on.  The  decan- 
ter Is  tilted  and  cigarettes  lit. 

For  three  hours  wine  is  drained 
from  glasses  and  ash  trays  build  up 
debris.  A  dog,  for  long  intervals, 
barks  outside  in  the  pummelling  rain. 
Or  is  tt  a  critic  out  there?  And  is 
that  rain  or  is  it  the  receding 
echo  of  applause?  Is  this  glowing 
interior  a  room  or  a  set?  Like  Her- 
bert himself  the  room  is  both  theatre 
and  life. 

Herbert  converses  with  the  son- 
orous ease  of  an  actor  who  has  mas- 
tered his  audience  as  well  as  his 
lines.  His  relaxed  air  reveals  the 
weary  tenacity  of  a  pro  who  is  sat- 
isfied that  more  can  be  learned  from 
talking  than  by  listening.  Play- 
wrights, perhaps,  write  plays  out  of 
an  Irresistible  urge  to  do  all  the 


talking.  Dramatist  Herbert  nay  be  for 
that  reason  every  interviewer's  ideal 
subject. 

Now  in  his  middle  years  Herbert 
retains  residual  traces  of  the 
eighteen  year  old  Jan  he  sketched  in 
"Fortune" :  "...  lightness  of  movements 
gentleness  of  action. . .patrician- 
mouthed  and  sad-eyed. . ."   "Fortune" 
brought  fame  but  observers  continue 
to  wonder  what  Herbert  will  now  make 
of  his  maturing  talent. 

Capturing  an  international 
prominence  with  a  single  play,  Her- 
bert has  yet  to  disclose  in  a  fresh 
work  the  direction  he  will  take. 
"Gay  is  good"  but,  without  disavow- 
ing its  truth,  Herbert  the  artist 
finds  that  kind  of  rhetoric  of  small 
help.  "Fortune"  was  only  by  implic- 
ation a  gay  manifesto.  Dialectic, 
in  Herbert's  eyes,  especially  gay 
dialectic,  imperils  art  and  in  Her- 
bert's scale  of  values  art  comes 
first.  At  the  same  time  his  impasse 
as  a  playwright  who  happens  also  to 
be  gay  seems  to  be  that  he  has  so  far 
failed  to  exploit  the  main  chance. 

"Fortune"  remains  the  most  pow- 
erful affirmation  of  the  homosexual 
fact  yet  made  by  any  Canadian.  That 
it  will  have  failed  if  it  remains 
unique  goes  without  saying.  As  much 
a  moral  as  a  box-office  triumph  for 
Its  author,  six  years  after  it  ap- 
peared it  has  not  prompted  a  sequel 
let  alone  a  sequence  —  either  by 


its  author  or  other  gays  who  write. 

Is  the  gay  aesthetic,  ther, 
too  effete  for  anything  beyond  the 
simple-minded  spasms  of  vers-libre 
lyricism?  Mixing  bitchery  with  bru- 
tality "Fortune"  remains  a  savage 
and  still  contingent  demurrer.  Her- 
bert shaped  a  private  tragedy  into 
a  public  statement  notable  for  its 
impact  and  important  for  Its  truth. 

The  Body  Politic  sought  Her- 
bert out  with  the  aim  of  leading 
his  present  views  and  personal  plans. 
A  mercurial  conversationalist,  the 
playwright  beamed  or  bristled  as 
one  topic  followed  another".  Here  is 
some  of  what  he  had  to  say. 


a  la  recherche 

Invited  to  reminisce,  Herbert 
begins  the  evening  by  recalling  the 
early  days  of  "Fortune".  Bruno  Ger- 
ussi  directed  the  first-ever  perfor- 
mance in  a  1965  Stratford  workshop 
production.  Douglas  Campbell  had 
chosen  "Fortune".  He  found  the  pre- 
curtaln  audience  in  a  mood  to  poke 
fun.  Of  this  audience  Herbert  re- 
lates: "Most  of  them  had  seen  a  re- 
hearsal and  they  were  sort  of  sit- 
ting around  smoking-  and  giggling  and 
looking  back  at  my  mother  and  sister 
and  me  who  were  sitting  together. 
And  then  Douglas  Campbell  walked  in 


cont'd  next  page... 
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and  caught  the  atmosphere  and  he 
said  in  that  booming  voice  of  his 
'Put  out  those  God-damned  cigaret- 
tes !'." 

Asked  if  he  thought  some  of 
the  mockers  in  this  first  audience 
might   have  been  gays   shielding   them- 
selves,   Herbert   avoids   speculation 
saying  only   "Hard  to  say.  "  He   is 
readier   to   take   up   the  question  of 
"snobbery  at   Stratford"  when  asked: 
"That   response  you  got    In  Stratford 
would   presumably  be   snobbery   In 
part?   They  were   Shakesperian  actors 
and..."   Herbert   breaks   in   "Oh  I 
think  so,   really.   It  was  really  the 
Canadian  provincial  thing  of  believ- 
ing that  Stratford  was  something 
special  but  in  fact  it's  always  been 
second-rate  Shakespeare  as  they 
learned  on  this  last  world  tour. 
They  were  laughed  at  in  Poland  and 
in  Russia  you  know.   This  company 
coming  out  and  advertising  itself 
as  the  national  Theatre  of  Canada! 
The  question  they  were  asked  every- 
where they  went  was:    'Then  why 
aren  't  you  doing  a  Canadian  play?  - 
because  you  do  Shakespeare  very  bad- 
ly.  •" 

An   International   hit,    "Fortune 
was   followed   by   "Born  of  Medusa's 
Blood",    a  Toronto   flop.    Herbert   ad- 
mits he   lost  money.    Pressed   to  ack- 
nowledge  that    "Fortune"   has  made 
him  the  playwright -spokesman  of  the 
gay  experience   in  Canada,    Herbert 
pauses  to  fire  a  volley  at  Canadian 
timidity:    "Canada  is  really  afraid 
of  anything  that  is  challenging  or 
subversive  as  witness  the  theatre 
right  now.   I  think  the  theatre  in 
the  last  five  years  in  Toronto  has 
become  much  duller  than  it  was. 
People  have  become  very  smug  and 
complacent.  And  now  all  operating 
on  Council  grants  they  feel  very... 
kind  of  safe  and  tt  reflects  in  the 
shows.   The  shows  pretend  to  chal~ 
lenge  but  they  doh't.   There  are  ex- 
ceptions. George  Ryga  who  did  The 
Ecstasy  of  Rita- Joe  which  is  one  of 
the  few  plays  in  the  country  that  I 
think  is  as  good  as    'Fortune ' ,   I 
consider  myself  a  craftsman.    By  the 
time  I  wrote    'Fortune '  I  had  been 
in  the  theatre  for  over  fifteen 
years.  And  I  }tad  produced  numerous 
one  act  plays  of  my  own  with  my  own- 
company.   The  Garret  Theatre. " 

Further   urged   to  accept   the 
role  of   playwright-chronicler   for 
the  gay  constituency,    Herbert   obli- 
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quely  declines   the  nomination: "Gay 
people  in  Canada  are  very  much  like 
other  people.   They  are  materialistic, 
superficial ...  they 're  not  really 
very  interested  in  the  arts  in  a 
large  sense.   You  see  we  come  back 
to  the  fact  that  you  can  't  divide 
people  by  their  sexuality  in  social 
things  or  in  political  things.   I 
find  that  gay  people  in  Canada  have 
the  same  basic  qualities  and  values 
as  the  people  who  are  not  gay.   They 
like  cars,   they  like  clothes,    they 
like  money,    they  are  much  better  at 
hustling  than  at  giving.   Wlien  they 
go  out  for  an  evening  they  are  not 
really   looking  for  friends,   they 
are  doing  a  kind  of  television  com- 
mercial in  public.   I  find  them  as 
shallow  as  I  find  most  Canadians 
who  are  heterosexual.  Except  for  the 
area  of  sexuality  their  values  are 
Canadian  values." 

"But  a   play  like  Fortune  is 
faithful  to  the  homosexual  experi- 
ence,   isn't  it?" 

"The  homosexual  experience  is 
the  human  experience.   If  you're  go- 
ing to  deal  with  homosexuality  in 
drama  you  must  deal  with  sexuality. 
As  soon  as  you  try  to  make  an  eso- 
teric thing,  a  precious  thing,   you 
are  making  it  smaller,   you're  cut- 
ting out  the  universality.   You  are 
not  really  doing  the  homosexual  a 
favour  by  writing  plays  only  for  a 
homosexual  audience.  " 


gothic  gays 

Wasn't   the  wide  acceptance  of 
'Fortune'    based   on   the   fact    that    the 
play  confirmed  the  public's  notion 
that   homosexuals   are  a  pretty  biz- 
arre  and  Gothic   lot?" 

"Well,  you  didn't  read  the  play 
very  clearly  because  the  characters 
in  it  are  not  bizarre.   Critics  in 
every  country  have  said  that    'For- 
tune' was  the  first  play  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  theatre  to  deal  with  ho- 
mosexuals as  whole  persons." 

"You  don't  think  that  Queenie 
would  be,  in  the  eyes  of  a  hetero- 
sexual audience,   pretty  bizarre?" 

"Well,  that  is  one  character 
in  the  play.  Are  you  saying  there 
are  no  uizarre  homosexuals?" 

"I'm  sure   there  are,    but   I'm 
speculating  on  the  nature  of  the 
appeal   the  play  had." 

"People  won't  come  to  a  play 


to  see  only  one  character .. .you 
can't  make  a  play  of  one  character. 
I  think   'The  Boys  in  the  Band'  is  a 
much  more  bizarre  ptay  than   'For- 
tune'.  I  think  it  helps  to  support 
a  lot  of  cliches  about  homosexuals. 
It's  full  of  bitchiness  and  the 
worst  traits  of  women.   I  don't  think 
this  is  true  of   'Fortune'.   All  the 
characters  are  whole  characters. 
TJiey're  not  cliches.   They  are 
people. " 

"But  would  you  think  of  follow- 
ing 'Fortune'  up  with  a  play  treat- 
ing of  homosexual  love  in  a  domest- 
ic  context,    so   to   say?" 

"The  artist  can  only  write  out 
of  what  he  is  and  I've  been  comfort- 
able with  my  sexuality  since  I  was 
twenty  years  old.   I  accepted  myself 
and  lived  openly.   I  was  very  honest 
with  my  family  in  my   late  teens,   I 
have  a  very  good  relationship  with 
every  member  of  my  family  and  they 
accept  me  as  a  person.   I  never  apol- 
ogized for  my  sexual  nature.   And  I 
don  't  particularly  advertise  it 
either.   But  I  have  fought  for  it.   I 
defended  my  right  when  challenged. 
I  think  the  fact  that  I've  accepted 
myself  for  a  very   long  time  sliows. 

"Don't  you  think  then  that  it 
is   precisely   someone  who  has   had 
that  kind  of  experience  the  young 
gays  of  the  country  need  as  their 
spokesman  in  the  arts?" 

"I  think  the  gay  person  has  it 
much  easier  today.   It's  far  from  be- 
ing just  or  fair  or  equal.   I  think 
it's   like  with  Marian  Anderson.   I 
think  if  you  achieve  as  an  individ- 
ual and  you  live  your  life  with  some 
dignity  and  some  assurance  and  some 
pride  that  you  serve  the  world  you 
belong  to  best.    I  don't  think  it's 
done  by  running  up  and  down  Yonge 
St.  with  a  neon  sign. " 

"You  wouldn't  work  with  a  Gay 
Lib  group  as  a  political  activist?" 

"No,   because  I  think  that  is,.. 
(long  interval  of  reflection)    ..urn 
. . . that  is,    in  many  ways,    enhancing 
the  separation.   I  think  that  is 
likely   to  make  more  enemies  than 
friends. " 

"You  don't  think,  then,  that 
you  could  make  common  cause  with 
something  like  The  Body  Politic?" 

"I've  been  in  contact  with  The 
Body  Politic.   I'm  one  of  the  few 
people  that  has  every  issue  since 
it's  come  out... and  who  also  stood 

Continued  page  28 
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Writer  Herbert  has  drawn  cartoons  for  years;  these  are  the  first  published. 
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THE  OflV  MOVEMENT  IN  GERMANY 


Jim  Stcaklcy 


In  the  first  article  of  this  series,    the 
history  of  gay  liberation  in  Germany  was 
traced  back  to  its  earliest  proponent  in  the 
1860'e,   when  Karl  Beinrich  Ulrichs  coura- 
geously demanded  full  civil  rights  for  homo- 
la,   both  in  print,    through  a  pioneering 
set  of  books  and  pamphlets,   and  in  person, 
before  a  congress  of  German  jurists.     Vlriahs' 
actions  were,   however,   far  ahead  of  his  times, 
and  it  was  to  be  another  thirty  years  before 
others  rallied  around  his  demands  and  founded 
the  first  gay  organization,    the  Scientific- 
Humanitarian  Committee    (t 'is  sense  ha  f  tlich- 
hum.inita'res    Konite»). 

The  emergence  of  the  gay  movement  in 
1897  was  predicated  upon  two  crucial  factors, 
both  of  which  resulted  from  Germany's  rapid 
rise  as  an  economic  and  military  power.     The 
first  of  these  factors  was  the  upsurge  in 
technological  and  scientific  research,   which 
brought  the  first  medical  studies  of  homo- 
sexuality.    Significantly,    the  founder  and 
first  chairperson  of  the  Committee  was  a 
physician,   Dr.  Magnus  Birschfeld,  who  could 
challenge  with  considerable  authority  the 
prevailing  view  of  homosexuality  as   "lewd  and 
unnatural"  behaviour   (thus  the  German  penal 
code).     The  second  factor  was  the  transfor- 
mation of  Berlin  from  a  provi>icial  garrison 
town  into  a  teeming  industrial  and  adminis- 

■■  volts,  complete  with  a  sizeable 
gay  subculture.     Although  the  gay  movement 
soon  spread  to  other  cities,   Berlin  was  both 
its  starting-point  and  ongoing  focus  in  the 
years  that  followed. 

From  the  outset,    the  Committee  acted 
simultaneously  on  three  fronts.     For  the 
homosexual  community,   which  at  that  time 
suffered  more  from  blackmailing  and  suicide 
than  outright  police  harassment,   it  provided 
legal  and  medical  counselling  as  well  as  the 
opportunity  to  become  directly  involved  in 
the  struggle  for  gay  rights.     For  the  general 
public,    it  offered  publications,    lectures, 
and  forums  about  the   'true'  nature  of 
homosexuality  and  the  need  for  law  reform. 
Finally,   it  launched  a  petition  campaign  cal- 
ling for  reform  of  the  notorious  Paragraph 
l?i  of  the  penal  code,   which  threatened 
male  homosexuals  with  up  to  ten  years  in 
prison.     The  petition  was  signed  by  thousands 
of  Gemany'e  cultural  and  intellectual  lead- 
ers,  and  within  the  Reichstag  the  Committee 
received  strong  support  from  the  Social  Dem- 
ocratic Party. 

Birschfeld's  leadership  of  the  gay  move- 
ment was  challenged  by  a  faction  within  the 
Committee  which  questioned  both  his  view 
of  homosexuality  and  the  very  goal  of  the 
organisation  —  democratic  reform.     Benedict 
Friedlander  and  his  following  split  off  in 
1902  and  founded  the  rival  Community  of  the 
Special    (Gemeinschaft  der  Eigenen),   a  self- 
styled  radical  organization  which  excluded 
female  members  and  aimed  at   the  growth  of  gay 
male  consciousness  and  culture.      While  lesbians 
constituted  an  "indispensable  and  significant 
part"  of  the  Committee's  membership,    the  Com- 
munity categorically  proclaimed  the  physical 
and  spiritual   inferiority  of  the  female, 
nounced  all  efforts  toward  legal  reform,   and 
promoted  an  effete  aestheticism. 

_  Both  organisations  made  considerable 
strides  until  190?,  when  they  were  unwitting- 
ly caught  up  in  a  palace  intrigue.     The  mili- 
taristic upholders  of  the  Bismarckian  tradi- 
tion set  out  to  eliminate  Prince  Philipp  von 
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Eulenburg,   an  intimate  of  the  Kaiser  and  a 
strong  advocate  of  pacifistic  state  pol- 
icies.    Eulenburg  was  accused  in  the  press 
of  homosexuality,   and  a  witch  hunt  was  set 
in  motion  which  was  to  shock  and  thrill  the 
German  public  through  a  series  of  denuncia- 
tions and  court  proceedings  that  ^ragged  on 
for  over  two  years.     Against  this  background 
of  rampant  character  assassination,   Birsch- 
feld's well-meant  appearances  in  co\a?t  as 
an  expert  witness  were  widely  viewed  as  mere 
mud-slinging.      The  Eulenburg  Affair  led  to 
Germany's  being  viewed  internationally  as 
overrun  with  perverts  in  high  places,   and 
at  home  it  meant  a  major  setback  for  the 
gay  movement. 


the  League  held  emergency 
pare  a  response  to  the  pr> 
Reichstag,  and  at  a  meetlj 
1911,  Hlrschfeld  appeared 
nature  of  homosexuality  ai 
petition  campaign.  The  ra 
filled  to  overflowing,  am 
with  the  same  agenda  had  ■ 
later  to  accomodate  those 
back. 

Both  meetings  adoptej 
condemned  the  new  draft  o: 
which  was   subsequently   dr<    Pel 
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Despite  this  setback,  the  Committee  was 
able  to  make  some  advances  in  the  years  pre- 
ceding World  War  I.  For  example,  the  wave 
of  anti-gay  feeling  stirred  up  by  the 
Eulenburg  Affair  led  in  late  1910  to  the 
introduction  of  a  new  draft  of  the  penal  code 
which  not  only  ignored  the  Committee's  peti- 
tion but  actually  proposed  extension  of  Para- 
graph 175  to  include  sexual  acts  between 
women.  This  move  had  the  effect  of  strength- 
ening ties  between  the  gay  movement  and  the 
women  s  movement.  Perhaps  the  most  important 
organization  within  the  women's  movement  was 
the  League  for  the  Protection  of  Mothers  and 
Sexual  Reform  (Bund  flir  Mutterschutz  und 
Sexualrefom) ,  which  had  been  founded  in  1905 
by  Dr.  Melene  Stacker  (1369-1143) .   L1ke 
other  women's  groups  throughout  the  country, 
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lution  may  well  be  the  fii 
ment  by  a  women's  group  oi 
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twice-as-good-as-straight"  policies. 

The  leading  members  of  the  Community  of 
the  Special  were  advocates  of  boy-love  {Knob- 
enliebe)    combined  with  marriage,  much  along 
the  lines  of  Greek  society.   The  founder  of 
the  Community,  the  anthropologist  Benedict 
Friedlander,  died  in  1908.   The  man  who 
followed  most  closely  in  his  footsteps  was 
Hans  BlUher  (1888-1952).   BlUher  was  something 
of  a  lone  wolf:   he  never  joined  the  Community, 
and  his  anti-Semitism  quickly  put  him  at  odds 
with  Hirschfeld.  But  BlUher  managed  to  create 
a   tremendous  sensation  with  a  single,  best 
selling  book.  The  German  Wandervogel   Movement 
as  an  Erotic  Phenomenon  (Berlin,  1912). 
BlUher's  subject  was  not  the  gay  movement  but 
the  contemporary  youth  movement;  and  through 
an  ingenious  syncretism  of  the  Freudian  con- 
cepts of  libido  and  sublimation  along  with 
elements  culled  from  Plato,  Nietzsche, 
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"High  Vigil ":  Frontspiece  of  the  "ohe  Meissner  festschrift  hy 
Fidus  (1868-1^48),  Germany's  foremnst  art  nouveau  illustrator 
and  later  an  ardent  Nazi. 


Friedlander,  BlUher  concocted  a  compelling  (if 
erroneous)  analysis  of  the  youth  movement  as 
a  product  of  homoerotic  attraction  between 
men  and  boys. 


Of  men  and  little  boys 

The  youth  movement  did  indeed  have  its 
homoerotic  aspects  —  the  two  illustrations  on 
this  page  say  a  thousand  words.  But  BlUher's 
anti-feminist,  authoritarian  views  led  him  to 
a  rather  skewed  delineation  of  the  movement's 
actual  dynamics.  In  a  book  published  a  few 
years  later,  The  Role  of  Eroticism  in  Male 
Society  (Jena,  1917),  BlUher  systematized  his 
theories  into  an  elaborate  defense  of  peder- 
asty and  patriarchal  society,  elevating  the 
homosexual  above  the  heterosexual  In  terms  of 
his  capacity  for  leadership  and  heroism. 


(Years  later,  in  his  autobiography,  BlUher 
was  to  protest  feebly  that  the  title  of  ano- 
ther of  his  books  Filhrer  und  Volk   (leader 
and  people],  had  been  "abused"  by  Hitler.) 

The  history  of  the  German  youth  movement 
need  not  be  spelled  out  in  any  detail  here, 
as  it  has  already  been  dealt  with  in  two 
English-language  treatments:   Howard  Becker's 
German  Youth:  Bond  or  Free  (New  York,  1046)  and 
Walter  Lanueur's  Young  Germany  (London,  1962). 
In  outline  form,  the  movement  began  in  the  late 
nineties,  reached  its  highpoint  around  World 
War  I,  and  had  all  but  disappeared  by  the  early 
twenties.   Its  ethos  was  imitated  by  various 
youth  organizations  of  the  twenties  which  were 
later  to  be  subsumed  into  Hitler  Youth. 

In  many  respects,  the  youth  movement  en- 
joyed a  renaissance  in  the  hippie  movement  of 
the  sixties.   Both  arose  in  protest  against  the 
school  system,  middle-class  family  life,  and 
the  crass  materialism  of 
technological,  urban  cul- 
ture.  Both  promised  a 
total  renewal  of  society 
by  a  return  to  nature  and 
transcendental  values. 
And  both  foundered  on  this 
ambivalence  between  pro- 
test and  escapism. 

More  attention  must, 
however,  be  given  to  that 
part  of  the  youth  move- 
ment's history  which  link- 
ed it  with  homosexuality. 
The  Wandervogel   (literal- 
ly, "migratory  bird") 
movement  started  in  1896 
as  a  small  group  of  Berlin 
high-school  boys  given  to 
camping  trips,  backpacking 
in  colourful,  if  ragged 
clothes,  the  strict  avoid- 
ance of  women,  and  occas- 
ional smoking,  drinking 
and  sex. 

By  1906,  the  Wander- 
vogel  had  spread  over 
Northern  Germany,  and  in 
1907  a  Southern  branch  be- 
gan operations  with  a  some- 
what different  orientation: 
seperate  but  equal  women's 
groups  were  encouraged, 
abstinence  from  tobacco, 
alcohol  and  sex  were  de- 
manded, and  the  groups 
were  placed  under  the  close 
supervision  of  a  council 
of  parents  and  teachers. 
When  the  anti-homo- 
sexual hysteria  resulting 
from  the  Eulenburg  Affair 
reached  Its  peak  in  1908 
and  1909,  several  leaders 
of  the  movement  were  forced 
to  resign.  These  men  and 
their  following  formed  the  core  of  a  counter- 
organization  that,  with  about  1500  members, 
constituted  itself  in  1910  as  the  Jungwander- 
(Young  Wandervogel) . 
The  Jungwandervogel   rightly  pointed  out 
that  the  original  spirit  and  programme  of  the 
movement  was  being  eroded  by  a  leadership  that 
was  increasingly  in  the  hands  of  puritanical 
adults;  but  as  far  as  homosexuality  was  con- 
cerned, the  Jungwandervogel   never  really  put 
its  cards  on  the  table.   Instead,  it  issued  am- 
biguous pronouncements. like  this  one,  from  the 
first  issue  of  its  official  journal: 

"Now  no  one  can  deny  that  the  need  f 
.friendship  Is  at  Its  strongest  between  the  ages 
of  twelve  and  twenty.  Generally,  the  boy  from 
a  middle-class  background  cannot  find  at  home 
the  kind  of  relaxed,  intimate  involvement  which 
he  rightly  demands.  And  that  teachers  at  pub- 
lic schools  become  friends,  true  friends  with 
their  pupils — this  appears  only  in  school  jour- 
Continued  on  next  page 
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uli    or    In  ewloglaa    f»r   dac-aaed   pedagogue- 
i.,1   praclsely  this:    irlanaUr  relation-  with  an 
older  pition,  who  doean't   simply  pacronlae  a 
pot  becsua*  of  hla   loexp«rl«m<e...thla   la  "hat 
mad*  rha  HnAn*W#I  great.     Our  binding  force 
■a  vi   (ha  "111   to  comradeahlp  but   rather  tha 
i.-ndahlp." 
Tha  amphasla  on   frieodahip  In  thla  atate- 
mb(   gives   It   an  unmlatakable  homosexual  ring. 
MTClealarl)   wbeo  on*   considers    tha   nuancca   of 
tha  word    in  Carman    («ey    'lovers*    are   termed 
'mends').      But   *"  cootraat  with  the  forthright 
declarative  of  the  gay  movement.  Jungwndervo- 
gel   Kitovnli  vara   far   from  transparent.     Their 
•eiual    Implication*,    obvious    to    the    Initiated, 
nrrr  hidden   froa  the  uninvolved. 

And  so   It   remained   for  the  gadfly  BlUher. 
rwo  year*   later,    to  yank  open  the  closet  door 
j[    (he   youth  aoveacni,    boldly   asserting   that 
neither    lomradeahlp   nor   even    friendship   but 
outright   homoerot Icism  waa   the  binding   force  of 
Ebe  Vandsrvogel  and   that   lta  founders   and  orl- 
jlnal    leaders  had  all   been  gay. 

The  publication  of  BlUher's   treatise  was 
quickly   followed  by  charges   In  the  Bavarian 


.'ugmdku!  tvr.     A»  a  homosexual,   Wyneken  waa 
closely  affiliated  with  the  Jungumdtroogel; 
and   ha  waa    alarmed   at    the    factlonallzat Ion  and 
the  growing  power  of  authoritarian   leaders 
vlthln  the  ■overeat  as  a  whole. 

And    so    it   waa   that   Wyneken   and    the  Jung- 
uandervogel   mobilized   one   last-ditch  attempt    to 
salvage   the  original    spirit   and   unity   of   the 
movement:    In  1913,   all   the  varioua   splinter 
groups  created  an  umbrella  organisation,   Free 
German  Touth   {Freideuteohe  Jugend).     Host  of 
the    factions  within   the  movement,    which   now  num- 
bered about  40,000,   had  strong  reservations 
about   the  ultimate  success  of  Free  German  Youth, 
but   t/hey  all  sent   representatives   to   the  organ- 
ization's  first   national   congress,  which  was 
held   in  October.    1911,   on  a  mountain   In  central 
Germany  called    the   Hohe  Helssner. 


Sexual    politics 
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i  Jurgvanlervogc'! ,  was  a  front  for  ■ 
club  of  pederasts."  The  movement  leaders  were 
at  pains  to  deny  any  links  with  homosexuality , 
and  the  Junguandervoge I  found  Itself  In  sn  In- 
creasingly Isolated  position.  In  any  case,  the 
movement  was  by  now  further  fart ionallzlng  Over 
questions  of  lifestyle  snd  rapidly  moving  to 
the  right   in  basic  political  orientation. 


"(The  faat  that  more  than  a  trillion 
German*  are  honoteruale)  will  aurely  ae- 
■om'eh  "any  people,  and  J  admit  that  it 
xmld  have  eurprietd  me  right  yearn  ago. 
Today  I  am  aoawiinted  with  the  Uvea  and 
Cvitiea  of  hundreds  of  homoeexuala, 
IgufmB  no  longer  surprise  me. 
I  have  observed  all  too  often  the  ekill, 
teal,  and  euooeet  with  which  homoeex- 
uile  manage  to  oonoeal  their  orientation 
even  from  those  closest  to  then,  their 
relative*  and  friende." 


The   two   to   three   thousand  people  present 
were  swept  away  by  Wyneken's  oratory.     The 
groups  managed   temporarily  to  paper  over   their 
differences   In  a  statement    (authored   by  Wyneken) 
which  became  known  as   the  Helssner  Creed:      "Free 
German  Youth,   on   their  own   Initiative,   under 
their  own  responsibility,   and  with  deep   sincer- 
ity,  are  determined   to  shape   their  own   lives   In- 
dependently.     For   the  sake  of   this   inner   free- 
dom they  will   under  any  and  all   circumstances 
take   united    action." 


-Hagnus   Hlrschfeld,   1902 


Pacifism  and  pederasty 

Largely  due  to   the   influence  of  Gustav 
Wyneken   {1875-1964).    the  Jungmndervogel   steer- 
lear  of   the  nationalistic,   racist   course 
i  by   the  youth  movement  as  a  whole,     A  pecl- 
and   socialist,   Wyneken  was  Germany's  most 
renowned   Innovator   in  the  field  of  education. 
'   1  he  briefly  held  a  high  post 
In  the  Ministry  of  Education,   but   his  pedagogic 
efforts  were  largely  confined   to  heading  the 
Free   School   Community  at   Wlckersdorf    (in  Thurln- 
gla).  which   he   founded   In  1906  and   led  until   it 
closed  by   the  Kails. 

Although  he   advocated  "heroic  asceticism" 
■exual  matters,   Wyneken's  entire  educational 
theory  was  based  on  what  he   termed  an  erotic 
:latlonshlp  between  teacher  and  pupil.      In 
actlce.   of  course,   there  was  no  clear  dividing 
ne   between  eroticism  and  sexuality;      this 
•biguity  was   the   same  one   played  upon   In  hla 
publ leal  Ions. 

Wyneken's    emphasis   on   the  value   of   youth 
■  unique  and  valuable   stage  of   human  exis- 
tence and  not   Just   an   immature  phase  on   the  way 
to  adulthood   led  him  to  advocate  an  autonomous 
"youth  culture"   (.Jugendkultur) .   ao   Idea  with 
striking  affinities   to  tha  counter-culture  pro- 
Brasmm  of   the  sixties.     And  Just  «a  hippies 
formed   the  vanguard  of   the  counter-culture,   Wyn- 


Wlthln    tbe   gay  movement    there  were   two 
major  splits.    In  1902  snd  1907,   the  secession- 
ists  In  both  cases   leaving  the  Scientific-Human- 
itarian Committee   for  the  Community  of   the   Spe- 
cial.    Tha  point  haa  already  been  made  that   the 
fi  ami  l  [  i  i   waa  an  organisation  of  men  and  women, 
whereas   the  Coaanmlty  was  exclusively  men.      The 
Cosoittee,    which  by   1914   had   a  membership   of 
about   1500,   was  motivated  by  political   goala; 
the  Cowanmity    (exact  membership   unknown,    but    un- 
doubtedly  in  the  hundreds)  was  a  cultural   group. 
Thus   the   Committee  was  open  to  outside  groups — 
the  women's  movement,    national    political   parties 
and   Indeed  the  general  public — while   the  Commu- 
nity waa  a  closed  group,   aiming  to  create  gay 
solidarity  by  stressing   the  homosexual's   Sup- 
posed superiority  to   the  heterosexual,   especi- 
slly  in  matters  of   taste  and  refinement. 

Further,  the  Committee  was  rapidly-  becoming 
an  international  organisation:  beyond  Its  chap- 
ters In  Eerlin,  Leipzig,  Munich,  and  Frankfurt, 
It  set  up  branches  in  Amsterdaa  in  1911,  London 
In  1912,  and  Vienna  in  1914.  The  Community,  In 
contrast,  was  a  local  or  national  organisation 
by  virtue  of  the  fact  that  Its  only  office  waa 
in  Berlin  and   its  publications  were   In  German. 

The  Coonlttee  based   Its   efforts   for   legal 
reform  on  scientific   research:    the  Community 
spurned  reform  efforts  as   beggarly  pleas   for 
pity  and   Instead  propagated  a  self-vindicating 
vision  of  Greek  and  early  Germanic  cultures 
which  blithely   Ignored   their  social   and  politi- 
cal realities    (Hitler,    too,   wanted   to   turn  Ger- 
many  into   the  new  Hellas).      Thus   the  Committee 
advanced   left-liberal  politics,    relying  heavily 
on   the  supposed  humanitarlanlsm  of  classical 
liberalism,   while  the  Community  enthused   for  s 
utopls  which  would   firmly   put  women   in   their 
place  ss   child— bearers   and  domestic   servants 
and  usher   In  a  new  era  of  male   comradeship   (a 
vision  with  similarities   to   those  of  Hitler  and 


"*•''■ 


the  Uandervogel   as  opening  a  breach   In 
•   society  which  could  be  broadened   into 


The  grandiose  verbiage  of  the  Creed  cannot 
conceal  its  lsck  of  sny  real  content,  and  within 
a  year  the  groups  so  tentatively  united  were  fi- 
Inally  completely  sundered — by  the  onset  of  World 
War  I.  The  right-wing  majority  of  Free  German 
Youth  Jubilantly  marched  off  to  war  singing  the 
old  Uandervogel  songs,  to  which  new,  chauvinist- 
ic verses  were  added.  The  pacifist  stance  adop- 
ted by  Jungwandervogel  adherents  wss  pointless 
In  the   face  of   universal   conscription. 

This   rather   lengthy  excursus  on   the  youth 
movement  has  served   to  point   up   some   important 
trends   in   the  pre-war   period.      The  developments 
within   the  youth  movement   as  well  as   the  women's 
movement   clearly  show  that  homosexuality  had 
become  a  significant   issue  beyond  the  confines 
of   the  gay  movement.      This  confirmed   the   trend 
noted  by  Hlrschfeld   in  1905:      "The  period   for 
passing  over   the  matter  In  silence  and   disre- 
garding  it   is  gone,    for  good.      We  are  now  in  the 
midst  of   s  period  of  disouasion.      The  homosexual 
question  has  become  s  genuine  question,   one 
which  has   given  rise   to   lively  debate,   and   one 
which  will   continue  to  be  discussed   until   It   has 
been   resolved   In  a  satisfactory  way." 

Another  significant   trend,   and  one  which 
was   to  have  an  enormous   impact   on   the  entire 
nation,   was   the  growing  polarisation  within  po- 
litics,  sexual   and  otherwise.      The  youth  move- 
ment split   Irreconcilably  over   the   Issue  of   the 
smcual   rights  of  youth:   strict   chastity  was  de- 
manded by  those  within  the  movement  who  espoused 
anti-Semitic,    nationalistic,   and  authoritarian 
policies,  while   the  Jungwandervogel   combined 
eroticism   (however  vaguely  defined)   with   soclal- 
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Viewed  within  a   larger  context,   the  split 
within  the  gay  movement   turns  out   to  have  been 
a   fairly   faithful   reproduction  of   the  much 
broader  divioion  within   the  German  middle   class 
prior   to  World  War   I.      Hitler   later   described 
these  years  as   the   "incubation  period"  of 
Nazism,   and   It   Is  not  oversimplifying   to   see 
the  right-wing  branches  of   the   youth  movement 
and   the   gay  movement  as  proto-fasclst :    their 
respective   ideologies   corresponded   in  msny  de- 
tails  to   the  nationalist,   elitist,   authoritar- 
ian policies  of   the  Nail  Party.      It   is   ironic 
that   the   "resolution"  of   the  "homosexual   ques- 
tion"  spoken  of  by  Hlrschfeld   in  1905  should 
ultimately  be   found   in  Nazi  concentration   camps 
— and.    In  its  own  smsll  wsy,    the  Community  of 
the   Special   contributed   to   thla   final  solution. 


From   war  to  revolution 

World  War   I   brought   the  efforts   of   the  gay 
movement   to  an  almost   complete   halt.      Although 
the  Scientific-Humanitarian  Comlttee  continued 
to  hold  meetings,   hundreds  of   Its  members  were 
called   into  military   service.      The  battlefield 
deaths  of  many  of   these  members  were   recorded 
in  the   Connittee's   journal,   which  also   carried 
a   long  series  of  articles   on   the  role  of  women 
during   the  war.      Due   to  paper   rationing,    the 
journal's   format  wos  changed   from  the  Yearbook. 
which  earlier  had  run   to  more   than  a  thousand 
pages,   to  a  Quarterly  Report   of  about   fifty 
pag^-   per  lesue.      Public   forums   and   lectures 
were   completely  discontinued. 

Early  In  191S,  Hlrschfeld  wrote:  "We  must 
be,  of  course,  and  are  prepared  for  any  eventu- 
ality. What  is  necessary,  however \  is  that  the 
Committee  be  ab'e  ti  hold  out  and  be  there  when 
— after  what  is  .loped  will  be  a  quick,  victor- 
ious end  of  the  war — domestic  reform  efforts 
are  again  roused  to  life  and  when,  therefore, 
the  struggle  for  homosexual  liberation  picks  up 
again,    too." 

In  comparison*  with   the  mass  mood  of  enthu- 
siasm which  greeted   the  outbreak  of  war — the 
youth  movement   Is   a  prime   example — the  patrio- 
tic  note  struck  by  Hlrschfeld  was  decidedly- 
low-key.   reflecting   the   fact   that  he  had  joined 
a  pacifist  organization   In  1914. 

Over   eight  million  soldiers   lost   their 
lives   in  World  Wsr   I,   but   Germany's  military 
defeat     did  not   bring  an  end   to  bloodshed.      On 
November   3  mutiny  broke  out   In   the  German  Navy, 
and  workers   throughout  Germany  went  on  strike 
In  support   of  the  rebellion.      On  November   7,   a 
council  of  workers,    peasants,   and  soldiers  pro- 
claimed  the   Republic  of   Bavaria;   and   the   revo- 
lutionary wave   rapidly  converged  on  Berlin, 
where  a  German   republic  was   proclaimed  on  No- 
vember 9.      On  the  next  day,   the  Kaiser  abdica- 
ted  and  a   rally  vac   held    in   front   of   the   Reichs- 
tag by   the  New  Fatherland   League   {Bund  r/cuce 
Vaterland).      Hlrschfeld  spoke  at   the   rally, 
which   drew   three   to   four   thousand  people;   and 
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Ml    speech  was    interrupted  at   point"   by   bur*t» 
of  machine- tun   fire    from  a   nearby   Mrnt!    Red 
Guard  squads  vara  battling  officer*   loyal   to 
th*   Kaiser.       Hirschfeld    concluded   hla    speech 
with   these  worde: 

"In    the   future,    the  will    of   the  king  can 
never    again  be   the.  Supreme    law.       Inatead,    every- 
thing  vill    be   t>v   and    for   the   people!      Along 
with   *    true   people's    atate  with  a   genuinely 
democratic   structure,   we  want  a  social   republic. 
Socialism  aeana   solidarity,    coMunlty,    reclpro- 
cliv.    the    further  development   of   Society    Into   a 
unified   body  of  people....      Before  our  minds' 
eye  paaa  the  great   ploneera  of  Social   Democracy 
uho  could  not  witness   this  day;   Ferdinand  Las- 
■alle.    Karl   Harx  and   Friedrlch   EngelS,    August 

Bebel.   Wilhelm  Llebknecht  and   Paul   Singer 

Citizens!      Let   us   trust   the  new  republican 

calm  and  order.     Then  we  will   soon  be  able   to 
lead  again  a   life  of  human  dignity   In  peace.... 
Long    live   the    free  German   Republic!" 

The  Nazis   later  cultivated   the  legend  that 
Germany's  defeat   in  l*Jrld  War   I  was  actuallv  Hue 
to  a   stab   in  the  back  of   the  army  by  Jewish   in- 
teresta  on  the  hooefront.     They  also  maintained 
that   the  army's  morale  had  been  seriously  weak- 
ened by  the  knowledge  that   the  enemv   regarded 
the  German  military  as  overrun  with   faggots — an 
outcome  of   the   Euleoburg  Affair.     Jews   and  homo- 
sexuals were  the  scapegoats   for  the  catastrophe 
of   1918  as  well   as   the   "decadence"  of   the   twen- 
ties,  which   the   Hails   likened   to  the  heyday  of 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah.      Blrschfcld  was   to  become 
their   favorite  example  of   the  commic-faggot- 
kike. 


The  Russian   example 

Hirschfeld 

at  the  prospect 
numv:  Just  one  year  earlier  the  czarist  regime 
had  been  toppled  In  Russia,  and  within  two 
months  of  coming  to  power  the  Soviet  government 
had  la  a  single  stroke  done  away  with  all  anti- 
homosexual  legislation.   But  the  government  of 
the  new  German  Republic,  divided  between  mili- 
tant and  moderate  socialists,  could  not  agree 
to  follow  the  Bolshevik  model.   A  stalemate  de- 
veloped, and  the  political  revolution  In  Ger- 
many wus  never  completed. 

In  the  following  months,  the    nlllnni  Itfr- 

lsts  withdrew  from  the  government,  and  the  Spar- 
tahie  Bund,   under  the  leadership  of  Karl  Lleb- 
knecht and  Rosa  Luxemburg,  moved  to  replace  the 
government.   The  attempt  was  bloodily  crushed 
by  the  German  military  machine,  now  acting  under 
the  banner  of  parliamentary  democracy. 

Hlrschfeld's  political  sympathies  In  fact 
lay  firmly  with  the  moderate  socialists,  the 
Social  Democrats,  who  had  supported  gay  rights 
since  1898.  As  a  pacifist,  he  could  not  endorse 
the  militant  Spai'takus  Bund.     Certainly  he  ex- 
pected quick  repeal  of  Paragraph  175  In  the  new 
Republic;  after  all,  one  of  the  government's 
first  acts  was  to  extend  suffrage  to  women,  and 
It  also  moved  quickly  to  introduce  greater  free- 
dom of  speech  and  press  and  to  remove  censor- 
ship.  But  the  political  revolution,  blunted  by 
the  murder  of  Luxemburg  and  Llebknecht,  never 
became  a  cultural  revolution.   Paragraph  175  re- 
mained on  the  books.  A  new  draft  penal  code  In- 
troduced in  1919  proposed  reduction  of  the  pri- 
son tent  for  convicted  homosexuals  from  ten  to 
five  years  and  let  matters  rest. 

The  Communist  Party  of  Germany,  founded  in 
1919,  took  up  where  the  Social  Democrots  left 
off.   Its  policy  was  closely  linked  to  that  of 
the  Soviet  Union,  which  had  abolished  all  anti- 
gay  legislation  in  December,  1917.   In  The  Sex- 
ual Revolution  in  Russia  (Berlin,  1927),  Dr. 
Grigorii  Batkls.  Director  of  the  Moscow  Insti- 
tute of  Social  Hygiene,  explained  the  underly- 
ing principle  of  Soviet  legislation:  "It  de- 
clares the  absolute  non-interference  of  the 
state  and  society  into  sexual  matters,  so  long 
as  nobody  is  Injured  and  no  one's  Interests  are 
infringed  upon....   Concerning  homosexuality, 
sodomy,  and  other  forms  of  sexual  gratification 
set  down  In  European  legislation  as  offenses 
against  public  morality.  Soviet  legislation 
treats  these  exactly  the  same  as  so-called 
'natural'  Intercourse.   All  forms  of  inter- 
course are  private  matters." 


Progress  and  projects 


While  1919  saw  the   Introduction  of  a  mis- 
erable  compromise   draft  of  Paragraph   175.   it 
also  brought  significant   developments  within 
the  gay  movement .      Always   the  Media   freak. 


.GERMANY 


Hirschfeld  added   th*   first   gay   film  to  the  re- 
sources  of    the   Scientific-Humanitarian   Commit- 
tee.      Entitled    Different    from   the  Others    t^n- 
tjere  ale  die  Anders*}  and  starring  Conrad  Veldt 
(whom    flfm  buffa  will   know   from  The  Cabinet   of 
Dr.   Caligarl,    released  in  the  same  year),   the 
film  waa  produced  by  Richard  Oswald  and   first 
shown  to  the  press  on  Kay   25.   1919.    It   told 
the   story  of  a   homosexual   blackmail   victim  who 
eventually    turned    to   none   other    than  Dr.    Magnus 
Hirschfeld, .who   played  himself.       Screenings   of 
Different   from  the  Others   took  place   In  all  ma- 
jor 

In  July, 
fondest  dream 
the  Institute  for  Sexual  Science,  the  first  of 
its  kind  in  the  world  and  In  every  respect  a 
forerunner  of  the  (Kinsey)  Institute  for  Sexu- 
al Research.  Hlrschfeld's  practice  as  s  physi- 
cian was  anything  but  restricted  to  homosexuals 
and  over  the  years  he  treated  thousands  of  pa- 
tients with  the  most  varied  complaints.  This 
case  material   provided  the  basis   for  his  major 


lift* 


:h  leves 


,    ChW 


Pothology  (Bonn,  1917-28)  and  a  five-volume 
Sexual  Knowledge  (Stuttgart,  1930).  Hirschfeld 
presented  his  massive  archives  to  the  Prussian 
state,  which  recognized  his  accomplishments  by 
providing  funds  for  the  Institute.  Housed  in 
a  large,  three-story  building  which  had  belong- 
ed to  a  member  of   the  aristocracy  prior  to   the 


was   now  publishing    its    Journal,    Th*   Special 
(Par  fl*igsws).   as  an   Illustrated  weekly.      The 
three  organizations  decided   to  combine   their 
law-reform  activities   In  a  naw  Action  Commit  - 
CM,   to  be  headed  by  Kurt   Hitler  of   the  Sclen- 
tlf ic-Humanitarlan   Cotnlttee. 

Kurt   (filler   (1885-1972)   received  a  doctor- 
ate In  law  In  1907,   and  his  dlsaartatlon  appear- 
ed as  a  book  entitled   The   Right   to  One's  Salt 
(Heidelberg,    1908).    The   book  criticized    capital 
punishment   as  well  as   laws  against  abortion, 

it   Immediately  brought   its  author  to   the  atten- 
tion of  Hirschfeld,   who  invited   Hlller   to  Join 
the   Committee.       Hlller   played    a    rather  minor 
role   in  the  Committee  until   1918,   when  he  advan- 
ced  to   Its  Board' of  Directors:   but  during   this 

Hlller's  expertise   In  law  made  him  an  obvious 
choice  for   head  of   the  Action  Committee  set   up 
in   1920,   and   later   in  the  decade  he  became  co- 
chairperson  of  the   Scientific-Humanitarian  Com- 
mittee.     Hlller  was   interned   In   the  Oranienburg   ■ 
concentration  camp   almost  as  soon  as  Hitler 
came   to  power,   but   a  degree  of   lenience  was 
still  practised   in  the  early  phase  of   the  Third 
Reich  and  after  nine  months  Hlller  was   releas- 
ed,  on  the  verge  of  death   from  mistreatment. 
Hlller   fled   to  England   In   1934;    after   the  war, 
he   chose   to   resettle   In  Host  Germany.      His  mem- 
oirs,  entitled  Life  Against   the  Times,   have  been 
volumes.   Logos    (Hamburg,    1969) 


"Homosexuals,    i 


i  know  uhat  the  rea- 


re volution,    the   Institute  had  offices,   class- 
rooms,  a  clinic  and   laboratory,   a   library  of 
20,000  volumes,   and  exhibit   space.      The   Insti- 
tute's  staff  was  divided   into  four  departments, 
which   ranged  over  scientific,   educational,   and 
therapeutic   concerns.      The   Institute  developed 
into  a  research  centre   for  scientists   from 
around   the  world,   and   it6  exhibits,    lectures, 
and  clinic  were  open  to   the  public. 

Although   the   Scientific-Humanitarian  Com- 
mittee maintained   formal  autonomy,    it  moved   Its 
office  Into   rooms   on  the   Institute's   second 
floor.      This  move  was  one  of   the   factors  which 
led  to   the   formation  of  Germany's   third   gay  or- 
ganization,  the  German  Friendship  Association 
{Deutecher  FreundBchaf tsve rband) .      Founded   in 
1919  by   Hans  Kahnert,   this  organization   reflec- 
ted  the  dissatisfaction   felt   by  many  German 
gays   about   the   academic  orientation  that  had 
characterized   the  Committee   from  its    inception. 
The  Association  opened   a  gay  community   centre 
in  Berlin,   and  It  held  weekly  meetings,   spon- 
sored dances,   and   published   a  monthly  magazine 
entitled   Friendship    {Die  Freimdschoft) ■      The 
magazine,   which  was   sold  at   public  newsstands 
In  all  major  cities,   carried  news  and   feature 
articles  of  general   interest   to  gays   as  well  as 
classified   ads,   and   It   usually  sold  out  on   the 
first  day  of  issue.      Its  editors  were  Max  Dani- 
elsen  and   Ernst   Donatb. 

The  first  full  meeting  of  the  Scientific- 
Humanitarian  Committee  since  the  war  took  place 
In  1920.  The  three-day  session  was  attended  by 
members  of  the  Committee's  domestic  and  foreign 
branches  ss  well  as  representatives  from  the 
German  Friendship  Association  ana  the  Community 
of    the    Special.      The   Community,    Incidentally, 


sons  and  motive*  of  your  opponents  imount 
to;  you  know,  too,  that  for  decades  your 
leaders  and  advisers  have  been  working 
tirelessly  to  destroy  prejudices,  spread 
truth,  and  achieve  justice  for  u 
in  the  last  analysis,  you  must  oarry  < 
the  struggle  yourselves.  In  the  final 
analysis,  Justice  for  you  will  only  bs 
the  fruit  of  your  own  efforts.  The  lib- 
eration of  homosexuals  can  only  be  the 
work  of  homosexuals  themselves." 

—Kurt   Hlller,    1921 


Hlller's  writings— he  published  more   than 
twenty  books   and  edited   the  political   Journal 
The  Coal    (Das  Ziel)    from   1916   to   1924— document 
his   firm  opposition   to  war,   military  conscrip- 
tion,  and   parliamentary  democracy.      He  developed 
a   Utopian  political   theory   called   "logocratic 
activism" — world   rule  by  an  aristocracy  of   the 
Intellectual   elite.      Hitler  was   typical   of   the 
conservative,   snob   approach   to  party   politics 
which   so  seriously   underestimated   the  appeal   of 
the  Nazis   and,    sadly,    lived   to  pay   the   price. 

Hirschfeld  himself  was  brutally  assaulted 
by  anti-Semites   on  October   4.    1920,   while  ad- 
dressing a  gathering   in  Munich.      (A  Nazi   commen- 
tator described   the  assault   In  these   terms: 
"It    is   not   without    charm    to    know    that    at    one  of 
his  propaganda  lectures,   Hirschfeld  was   so  beat- 
en up   that   his  eloquent  mouth  could   never   again 
be   kissed  by  one  of  his    'disciples'.")      The  fol- 
lowing year  fie  was  again  attacked   in  Munich  and 
left   on   the  street   for  dead:   he  had  a   fractured 
skull.      Fascists  so   frequently   Interrupted   show- 
ings of  Different    from  the   Others   that   the  Ger- 
man government   finally   banned   the   film.      On  Feb- 
ruary it,    1923,   Hirschfeld  was   showing  the   film 
to   a   large  gathering  in  Vienna  when  a  Nazi  open- 
ed  fire  with  a   revolver,   wounding  several   people 
in   the   audience.      Fascism  was  on   the   rise. 

During  these  years  the  gay  movement  was 
also  growing.  In  1921,  a  new  Minister  of  Jus- 
tice was  appointed  who  was  one  of  the  signers 
of  the  Committee's  petition.  Hopes  rose  for 
the  law's  repeal,  and  Kurt  Hlller  Issued  an  ap- 
peal on  behalf  of  the  Action  Committee  (It  is 
excerpted   Immediately  above).      The   first   gay 
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raid  was   p» r- 1 c  t 

h>    grievances   of   «*«■  within   the 

t«l<Mti|    Hwll. 

Hirschf.ld  davelopawl  an   international   re- 
putation by  «1»1««  leetura*  at   universities  and 
public    forums    In  Holland.    Austria.    Italy,    and 
England.       In    1«1.    he   organized    the    flr.t    Inter- 
national Congress   for  Sexual   Refer*,  which  was 
r,,]d    .t    the    Institute    In    Berlin.      The  congress 
brought    together   Meatern   Europe's  most    progres- 
alwa  doctori,   social   hyglenlsts.   educators,   and 
sexologists,  who  exchanged   Information  on  topics 
r..n»in(   from  birth-control    to  the  status  of  sex- 
ual   »lnurltl«s.      The   legislation  of    the   Soviet 
Union  was    taken   a*  a  model    for  other  nationa. 
md   the   G(run   gay  movement    was    likewise   seen 


"Since    1919    the   ao-cal led    'homosexual 
preaa'   has  played  a  certain   role.      To  be  sui 
there  were  some  periodicals  which  appeared  * 
earlier.   such  as  Adolf  Brand's  The   Speclal- 
tellectually  a   cop-flight  produi 
the  war,    there  has  been  an  absol 
of   homosexual  Joun 
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culturally  significant  journals, 
which  unfortunately  no  longer  appears,  was 
Ucancs.  which  was  particularly  notable  for 
high  literary  quality.  Another  is  Friends! 
which  took  an  activist  stance  In  thf  uea™ 
21  and   succeeded   f 


le."  But  even  more  effective  in  slapping  down 
this  draft  was  a  carefully  written  counter-pro- 
posal prepared  by  the  Coalition  for  the  Relorm 
of  the  Sexual  Crimea  Code  (Korf*i:  /ft 
Jes  SexuaUtrafmchf).  Set  up  In  1927.  the 
Coalition  united  seven  organisations  under  Kurt 
Hitler's  direction. 

A    breakthrough... 

then    the  Crash 

lhe  counter-proposal  won   acclaim   in   legs! 
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The    extent    to  which    Its 
■urrent.   purely  literary  orientation  has  been 
ietermlned  by   its   readership   Is  beyond  our  know- 
edge.      But   Friendship  does  deserve   credit   for 
icrupulously   avoiding    the    in-fightlng   and  back- 
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1922  aaw  a  significant  change  in   the  staff 

,(  the  Scientific-Humanitarian  Committee:  Rl.h- 
ird  Linsert  (1899-1933).  a  member  of  the  Commu- 
nal Parcy,  was  appointed  secretary,  replacing 
rotg   Plock.    an  ex-Protestant   minister. 

But   in   1921.  when   the  Committee  was   in   Ha 
wenty-slxth  year,    its   very  existence  was   lm- 
erllled  by   the  daggering   Inflation  which   hit 
he  German  economy  and  bankrupted  everyone  othe: 
nan   the  magnates  of  German   capital.     This   no- 

oolc  crisis  of  1929,  and  It  fanned  German  re- 
cntoent  over  the  retribution  payments  imposed 
n  Germany  by  the  terms  of  the 
allies  Treaty,  thus  Increasing 
upport  for  the  Nail  Party. 
The  gay  movement   survived 
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The  first  Issue  of  The  Special  was  publish- 
in  1896,  and  It  appeared  regularly  (changing 

,m  a  yearly  to  a  monthly  and  then  to  a  weekly) 
11  the  Nazi  takeover  in  1933— thirty-six 

irs  of  gay  Journalism!   Brand  also  published 

i  other  weeklies.  Friendship  am 

■eundaahaft  und  Freihei!)   and  E: 


Nominee  charged  with  prea 
Ull  to  the  full  parliament.   All  of  the  politl 
:al  parties  represented  on  the  Committee  were 
isked  by  Adolf  Brand  to  state  their  positions 
>n  sexual  reform.   This  is  the  reply  of  the  Com- 
mnlst  Party: 


that  the  CP  has  always  carried  on  the 
sharpest  struggle  for  the  repeal  of  Paragraph 

218  [the  law  against  abortion] The  CP  has 

also  taken  a  stand  for  the  repeal  of  Paragraph 
17S  at  every  available  opportunity.   We  need 
simply  remind  you  of  the  recent  debate  on  the 
law  for  fighting  venereal  disease  as  well  as 
the  debate  of  the  Committee  for  penal  code  re- 
form.  There  Is  no  need  to  emphasize  that  we 
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the  cost  of  the 
;e'e  Yearbook,  which  last 
I  In  1923.   This  is  unions 
r  (i  number  of  reasons,  not 
it  of  which  Is  the  Tear- 


He  do  know  that  the  number  of 
(  organlrationa  In  Germany  con- 
lued  to  grow  during  these  years. 
I  source  provides  us  with  the 
■U  ol  tv.ntv-f lve  gay  organizo- 
>ns  and  a  few  indications  of 
til  activities.  For  example:  In 
■lln,  the  League  of  Friends  (flu-w 
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I  events;  the  Hunicl 
:  the  German  Friendship  As 
i  was  forced  to  disband  by 
Nazi  harassment ;  the  Han- 
.ety  for  Scientific  Re- 
is  divided  into  two  sec- 
ie  for  gay  men  and  one  for 
lesbians.  Other  organizations  were 

nted  in  Braunschweig,  BreBlau,  Kassel,  Kre- 
1,  OUsscldorf,  Eisenach,  Weimar,  Frankfurt. 
Isruhe,  Leipzig,  SaarbrUcken,  Dortmund,  Drei 
,  Oberhausen,  LUbeck  and  other  cities. 


In-fighting  and  back-biting 


lhere  are  cantallzlngly  few  facts,  so  we 
are  fortunate  to  have  a  brief  overview  of  the 
•Ituarlon  written  by  Hlrschfeld  and  Linsert  in 
1927:   "The  events  of  the  year  1918  have  doubt- 
struggle  of  homosexuals,  even  though  the  goal 
of  the  ongoing  penal  code  reform  efforts  has 
not  been  reached.   For  beyond  the  groups  of  hu- 
mane jnd  Just  sclent l>ts i  homosexual  organiza- 
tions have  arisen  along  the  lines  of  special- 
Interest  groups  or  unions  and  have  taken  up  the 
struggle  for  their  fellows.   Without  wishing  to 
lucstion  the-  Justification  of  these  attempts  or 
the  desirability  of  their  ultimate  success,  it 
should  be  stated  that  all  the  efforts  aimed  at 

i  'aa>s  organization'  of  homosexuals 
!»■*■.■  In  the  end,  failed.   it  Is  untrue  that 
homosexuals  form  a  'secret  society'  among  them- 
selves with  all  sorts  of  secret  signs  and  mutu- 
al defense  arrangements.   Aside  from  a  few  minor 
cliques,  homosexuals  are  in  reality  almost  to- 
tally lacking  In  feelings  of  solidarity;  in 
fait,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  another 
class  of  mankind  which  ban  proved  so  Incapable 
of  organizing  to  secure  Its  basic  legal  and  hu- 
man rights." 

The  note  of  disappointment  in  this  conmsn- 
i  •  carnal  from  the  (act  that  most  gay  organlza- 
u  of  the  twenties  avoided  political  Issues 
Instead  focused  on  arranging  social  events. 
The  disappointment  continues  in  Hlrschfeld  and 
icrt's  assessment  of  the  gay  publications  of 
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Uranos  was   edited  by   Ferdinand  Karsch- 
Haack  and  Ren*  Stelter.      After   it   failed,    they 
continued   their   efforts  with  The   Sun   {Die  Sonne\ 

The  publishing  history  of   Friendship   is 
rather  complicated:    It  went   through  a  series   of 
editors  and   finally  ended   in   the  care  of  Karl 
Schultz,   who  slso  published  it   for  a   time   In 
English  and  French  editions. 

One  man  in  parciculai 
welt,  appears  to  have  beei 
feld  and  linsert 's  attack 
Radszuueit  turned  out  sevi 
magazines,  among  them  Single  Women  (Led; 
Frauen)   and  The   Island    [Mm  IWBmlT. 

The  gay   community  of   Berlin   could  also 
take  advantage  of   the   first   gay   theatre,   which 
was   founded   in   1921  by  Bruno  Hattusek.      Called 
the  "Eros  Theatre,"   It  put   on  agit-prop  skits 
as  well  as   full-length  plays. 

1927   saw   the   release  of   the  second   gay   li- 
beration film;   The   Laws  of   Love    {Geaetze  der 
Lube) .      In  many  respects.    It  was  a   remake  of 
Different   from  the  Others.      Conrad   Veldt  again 
took   the   lead   role,   playing  a   gifted  young  musi- 
cian who   falls  prey   to  a  blackmailer.      This 
time,   however,   Hlrschfeld  does  not   appear   as 
deue  ax  Muhim,      Instead,    the  musician   reports 
the  blackmailer   to   the  police,   but  has   to   Incri- 
minate himself   In   the  process.      Having  no  choice 
but   to  enforce   the  antiquated   law,    the  court   re- 
luctantly sentences  him  to  a  brief  prison  sen- 
tence;  but   this   Is  too  much   for  his   artistic 
soul   to  bear,   and   he   commits   suicide.      The  movie 
ends  with  a  plea   for   the   repeal  of  Paragraph   175 
in  order   to  avoid   such   tragedies. 

The  film  uas  released  In  response  to  (yet 
another)  draft  revision  of  the  penal  code,  one 
which   Hlller    described   as    "medieval    and    barbar- 


peal  of   these   laws   In   the   future. 

This  is   the   reply   from   the 
Hail   Party: 

Munich, -14  May  1928 
Community   Before    Individual! 

It  Is  not  necessary  that  yoi 
and  I  live,  but  it  is  necessary 
that  the  German  people  live.  Ani 
It  can  only  live  if  it  can  fight, 
for  life  means  fighting.  And  It 
can  only  fight  if  it  maintains  it 
masculinity.      It   can  only  maintain 

discipline!  especially  In  macters 
of  love.  Free  love  and  deviance 
are  undisciplined.  Therefore,  we 
reject  you,   as  we   reject   anything 

Anyone  who  even   thinks  of 
homosexual   love   is  our  enemy.     He 
reject  anything  which   emasculates 
our  people  and  makes   it   a  play- 
chljig   for  our  enemies,    for  we 
know   that    life    is    a    fight    and    it' 
madness   to  think   that  men  will 
ever   embrace   fraternally.      Datura 
history   teaches   us   the  opposite. 
Might   makes   right.      And   the  strong- 
er will   always  win  over   the  weak. 
Let's   see   to   It   that  we  once  agalr 
become   the   strong'      But   this  we 
can  only  do   in  one  way—the  Ger- 
man people  must   once   again   learn 
how  to  exercise   discipline 
[Zuoht).     We   therefore   reject   any   form  of   lewd- 
ness   [Vneueht],   especially  homosexuality,   be- 
cause it   robs   us   of  our   last   chance   to   free  our 
people   from   the  bondage  which  now  enslaves   it. 

In  1929,  the  Reichstag  Committee  completed 
its  work  on  the  official  draft  of  the  Penal  Re- 
form 8111.  By  a  vote  of  15  to  13 — the  Coroounlsi 
votes  were  decisive — homosexual  acts  between 
consenting  adults  were  struck  from  the  list  of 
punishable  offenses,  and  the  bill  was  presented 
to    the    Reichstag. 

The  goal  which  the  gay  movement  had  worked 
toward  for  thirty-one  years  seemect  lmmlnent-- 
and  then. came  the  stock  market  crash.  The  en- 
suing crisis  strained  the  Reichstag  to  the 
breaking  point,  and  the  Penal  Reform  Bill  was 
tabled,  never  to  be  taken  up  again.  The  1929 
crash  marked   the  beginning  of   the  Nazis'    final 

The   fate  of  homosexuals   In   the  Third   Reich 
will  be  the  subject  of   the   next  article  in   this 
series,   but   a   few  words   about    the   final   years   of 
the  gay  movement   are   in  order  here.      Hlrschfeld 
left  Germany  in  1930,   going   first   to  Vienna   for 
the   fourth   International  Congress   for   Sexual   Re 
form  and   then  on   a  world   tour  as   the  guest   of 
universities   in  the   U.S.A.,   Japan,   China,    and 
India.      Hlrschfeld   returned   to  F.urope     in   1932 
but  wisely  decided   to  stay  out   of  Germany.      In 
February,    1933,   Hlller   issued   the   last  of  a 
series  of  newsletters   for   the   Scientific-Huma- 
nitarian Committee.      On  Kay   11,    1933,    the   Instl 
tute  for  Sexual   Science  was   stripped   bare  by 
the  Nazis,   who  burned   everything   they   could 
find   in  a  public   ceremony;    the  building  was 
handed  over   to  the  use  of   the  Nazi   Association 
of  German  Jurists  and  Lawyers.      Hlrschfeld's 
German  citizenship  was   revoked  by   the  govern- 
ment.     He  had  plans  to   reopen  the   Institute   in 
exile  and  had  Just   leased  a  building   for  this 
purpose   In  Nice,    France,   when  he  died   on  Hay 
15,    1935.    at    the  age  of   67.  ■ 
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W.H.  AUDEN    :     1907-1973 


W.H.  Auden  died  on  September  28th,   at  the  age  of  66,   near  hie  home  at  Kirchstetten, 
with  his  companion  and  artistic  collaborator  of  many  years,   Chester  Kallman* 


Austria,  where  he  lived 


Ae  a  young  writer  at  Oxford  in  the  '30's,  Auden  had 
electrified  20th  Century  poetry  by  employing  the  language 
and  jargon  of  modern  science,  psychology,  journalism  and  po- 
litics. The  central  figure  of  a  loosely-knit  group  of  young 
writers  which  included  Stephen  Spender,  C.  Day  Lewis,  Chris- 
topher Isherwood  and  Louis  MacNeice,  Auden  achieved  early 
fame  as  a  left-wing  political  poet. 

In  the  *30's,  like  others  of  his  Intellectual  genera- 
tion, he  went  to  Spain  to  fight  against  Fascism  in  the  civil 
war  (he  served  as  a  stretcher  bearer)  and,  though  he  played 
a  leading  role  in  promoting  the  Republican  cause,  he  returned 
to  Britain  disillusioned  both  with  politics  and  with  "the 
power  of  poetry  to  aid  political  change."  In  1939  he  left 
Britain  for  the  United  States. 

Auden's  verse,  among  the  most  intellectually  sophisti- 
cated in  English,  often  ambivalent  and  self-mocking,  re- 
turned again  and  again  to  the  central  themes  of  guilt,  anx- 
iety, individual  responsibility,  love  and  the  will  to  endure. 

In  interviews  and  public  statements  which  touched  on 
his  private  life,  Auden  was  honest  and  forthcoming  about  his 
homosexuality.  "I  have  no  complaints,"  he  once  said,  "good 
genes  and  a  good  education.  Published  early  and  in  the  right 
places. ..No  trouble  after  I  learned  I  was  queer."  Yet  his 
complex  work  The  Orators,  published  in  1932,  is  rare  among 
his  poems  in  its  discussion  of  the  position  of  the  homosex- 
ual. "When  I  write  a  poem  for  publication  -  'naughty'  limer- 
icks for  friends  are  another  matter  -  I  always  try  to  write 
it  in  such  a  way  that  it  makes  sense  for  any  reader,  what- 
ever his  or  her  sexual  tastes,"  he  wrote  to  one  correspon- 
dent. As  a  result,  even  his  love  poems  are  sexually  ambigu- 
ous. 

His  "Lullaby"  is,  nevertheless,  one  of  the  most  tender, 
and  most  accomplished,  love  poems  in  the  language: 

Lay  your  sleeping  head,  my  love, 

Human  on  my  faithless  arm; 

Time  and  fevers  burn  away 

Individual  beauty  from 

Thoughtful  children,  and  the  grave 

Proves  the  child  ephemeral: 

But  in  my  arms  till  break  of  day 

Let  the  living  creature  lie, 

Mortal,  guilty,  but  to  me 

The  entirely  beautiful... 

Great  poets  are  not  necessarily  good  men,  but  Wystan 
Hugh  Auden  was  both;  the  poetry  and  the  life  reflected  one 
another  well  -  a  clear  and  noble  achievement. 

I.Y. 


1936  with  hie  friend,   novelist  Christopher  Isherwood 
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Open  Male  in  the  Post  Office 

NOT  THE  SAME 
OLD  PLACE  - 


How  does  the  industrial   working   class  rub  shoulders  with 
faggot  '  fellow  workers?         This  article    may    upset    a   few 
truisms    and    raise    a    few    eyebrows. 


In  the  Vancouver  post  office, 
where  straight  workers  have   laboured 
for  years  beside  "oddballs"  (i.e. 
gays,    longfairs  and  Orientals),   eye- 
brows were  never  more  incredulously 
raised  —  and  deftly  plucked  —  than 
during  last  year's  Cliristmas  rush, 

j   1MB   hired  on   in   full   ui'ay. 

Yet  after  a  few  days  of  thrill 
and  uncertainty   (Stella  was  very  con- 
vincing)  the  men  stopped  taking  bets 
on  her  gender,    the  women  stopped 
circulating  breathless  tales  of 
their  Trips  to  the  Bathroom^  and 
Stella  continued  working  in  general 
tranquility  —  having  broadcast  a 
threat  to  SCREAM  in  the  event  of 
troublt . 

Talk  then  turned  to  the  alleged 
presence  in  our  midst  of  a  SECOND 
ONE,   wlio  was  so_  convincing 


Not  married? 

1  see  you're  not  married,"  in- 
Coned  the  interviewer  peering  from 
behind  his  papers.  "Why  aren't  you 
married?"   He  went  on  to  demand  to 
know  when  I  was  going  to  get  married 
ui.is  I  living  with  a  woman,  and  if 
not  "why  not?" 

Why  indeed,  I  retorted.  Why 
was  he  asking  me  personal  questions 
which  had  nothing  to  do  with  my 
application  for  a  promotion! 

Both  his  questions  and  mine 
were  largely  rhetorical.   I  knew 
that  he  was  trying  to  establish  the 
fact  that  I  was  a  self-avowed  homo- 
sexual and  a  gay  liberationist. 
That  I  had  even  "stirred  up  trouble" 
by  making  the  lack  of  gay  civil 
rights  an  issue  in  the  job.  And 
this  was  the  stick  he  chose  to  hit 
me  with.   To  my  protests  he  simply 
said  "We  have  to  ask." 

When  I  started  working  at  the 
Vancouver  Post  Office  three  years 
ago,  the  last  thing  in  my  mind  was 
raising  gay  liberation  issues  on  tke 
Job.  To  be  sure,  I  was  a  socialist 
and  union  militant  but  for  all  my 
years  of  political  militancy  there 
were  corresponding  years  of  acting 
the  role  of  "straight  gay".   Before 
I  had  come  out,  and  before  the  re- 
emergence  of  gay  liberation,  you 


had  to  be  a  het  to  be  a  working- 
class  hero.  Partly  because  the 
working  class  is  soaked  in  hetero- 
sexual values,  and  partly  because 
labour  leaders  from  the  Conrounist 
Party  had  peddled  the  Stalinist 
notion,  in  the  labour  movement, 
that  "homosexuality  is  a  manifes- 
tation of  bourgeois  decadence", 
the  traditional  tableau  pictures 
socialism  being  born  into  this  world 
on  the  brawny  shoulders  of  the 
Family  flan.   Crap. 

Crap,  from  beginning  to  end. 
For,  in  the  next  few  years,  I 
would  discover  that  the  best  boss- 
fighters  in  the  place,  the  ones 
least  inclined  to  bow  down  to  the 
authoritarian  structures  of  capit- 
alism, be  bought  off  and  intimidated 
were  the  young  men  and  women  who 
were  proud  to  sleep  in  seven  dif- 
ferent beds  a  week,  and  not  neces- 
sarily with  members  of  the  opposite 
sex. 

I  found  that  out  slowly;  it's 


Walter  Blumenthal 


never  easy  to  come  out.   So  for  the 
first  year  I  was  content  to  take 
note  of  the  sheer  numbers  of  gay 
fellow-workers.  And  there  were  doz- 
ens in  the  place,  playing  every 
role  —  from  House  Faggot  to  Solid 
Citizen  and  from  Stompin'  Dyke  to 
Lovely  Lady.  Yet  we  all  got  to 
know  each  other  eventually.   Some- 
times it  was  a  real  trip-and-a-half , 
sitting  together  15-to-a-table  in 
the  cafeteria,  cruising  the  new  em- 
ployees and  screaming  up  a  storm, 
to  the  general  discomfort  of  other 
tables.   I  suppose  that  was  one 
small  stage  on  the  road  to  lib- 
eration —  just  being  together  and 
"doing  our  thing"  openly. 

Most  of  my  fellow  gays  accepted 
me  as  a  gay  liberationist,  as  long 
as  it  didn't  become  an  issue  in  the 
shop.  The  attitude  was  "well,  I 
suppose  someone  has  to  fight  for 
our  rights".  Gradually  I  became 
notorious.   I  was  less  and  less  in- 
clined to  remain  in  the  closet,  and 
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finally  went  out  of  my  way  to  an- 
nounce, as  subtly  as  possible,  to 
my  fellov  workers,  that  I  wasn't 
interested  In  the  post  cards  of  nude 
women  they  eyed  and  circulated  end- 
lessly. 

t/hich  produced  the  inevitable 
ostracism  and  enmity. 


Commie  -  faggot 

Old  Jim  was  a  case  in  point. 
A  career  soldier  cast  in  true  leg- 
ionnaire mold,  he  was  the  worst  gay- 
baiter  in  the  place.   He  never  mis- 
sed an  opportunity  to  tell  you  how 
much  he  hated  homosexuals.   So  when 
he  heard  about  my  homosexuality  (he 
had  previously  befriended  me),  he 
just  walked  up  to  me  and  said 
"queer",  and  turned  away.   "Military 
mind",  I  thought,  not  much  caring 
for  his  company  anyway.   Ditto  for 
gome  of  the  workers  who  snickered 
and  looked  on  askance  when  I  passed. 

Within  a  few  months,  tension 
began  to  rise  in  the  shop.   The 
Union  had  been  trying  to  negotiate 
a  contract  for  several  months,  with- 
out results.  The  workers  wondered 
aloud  what  their  leaders  were  doing 
for  them.   A  right-wing  movement 
arose,  it's  object  being  the  decer- 
tification of  the  union  and  its  re- 
placement by  a  company-union.  The 
local  union  leadership  reacted  in 
a  ham-ha .if'.ed  way,  trying  to  stifle 
even  legitimate  opposition. 

I  decided  to  enter  Union  poli- 
tics, and  with  two  other  militants, 
put  out  a  call  for  solidarity  and 
militancy  in  the  face  of  the  em- 
ployer's intransigence.  And  there 
began  a  period  in  which  my  gayness 
became  as  much  a  political  issue 
as  the  several  points  in  the  Union 
Programme  we  put  forward. 

Amongst  the  workers  who  sud- 
denly fell  into  step  with  me  was 
old  Jim.   Seems  he  hated  the  boss 
as  much  as  he  claimed  to  hate  homo- 
sexuals, and  he  was  a  union  militant 
to  the  marrow  of  his  bones.   He 
started  talking  to  me  as  if  our  con- 
versation had  never  been  interrupted. 

As  tensions  mounted,  and  a 
strike  appeared  more  and  more  likely 
the  boss  and  his  friends  in  the 
right  wing  mounted  a  whispering  cam- 
paign against  me.  Not  only  was  I 
a  commie,  They  said,  but  a  faggot 
too.   It  was  only  mildly  successful. 
One-half  of  my  fellow  gays  stuck 
with  me  throughout,  the  others  head- 
ing for  cover  when  I  approached. 

But  the  union  local  itself  was 
now  occupied  to  some  extent  with  the 
question  of  homosexuality.  This  was 
a  local  with  a  strong  tradition  of 
fighting  for  minority  rights:  a 
very  large  proportion  of  its  members 
are  Asians  or  other  third-world 
peoples.  Many  a  Supervisor  had  had 
his  career  cut  short  hy  an  anti- 
Chinese  slur  uttered  in  public.  The 
question  in  my  mind:  could  the  union 
understand  gay  rights  as  another 
minority  struggle? 

In  a  general  meeting  voting  on 
Union  bylaws  I  proposed  a  clause 
barring  discrimination  in  the  union 
on  the  basis  of  "life-style".   It 
was  accepted  unanimously,  only  to 
be  suddenly  overturned  by  an  alerted 
right-wing  at  a  subsequent  meeting 
which  I  couldn't  attend.   Rushed 


through  with  a  scarcely-noticed  vote, 
this  reversal  was  motivated  by  the 
right-wingers  as  being  necessary  to 
avoid  defending  the  rights  of  homo- 
sexuals!  By  this  time  rumours  were 
circulating  in  the  upper  levels  of 
the  union  brass  alledging  that  I 
was  the  head  of  a  *gay  caucus*  of 
200  people. 

It  was  in  this  hilarious  and 


steward  pulled  me  aside  and  whisper- 
ed earnestly,  "They've  gone  after 
Steve,  but  we  know  they're  really 
aiming  at  you." 

"An  injury  to  one  is  an  injury 
to  all  —  that's  our  Union  motto," 
piped  up  another. 

"My  god,"  was  all  I  could  think, 
"it's  happening.   It's  really  hap- 
pening." 


'.ivsterical  setting  that  the  most 
dramatic  events  were  beginning  to 
unfold.  They  involved  Steve,  one 
of  the  newer  workers,  and  a  gay's 
gay.  He  liked  to  talk  about  all 
the  normal  things:  his  lover,  his 
sex  life,  his  furniture,  his  plans 
for  the  future,  the  uptightness  of 
heterosexuals...  He  yakked  away  end- 
lessly with  the  young  woman  working 
beside  him,  and  when  the  male  hets 
in  the  vicinity  told  him  to  shut  up, 
he  told  them  to  get  fucked.   Tliat's 
what  they  really  needed,  he  said, 
and  he  was  so  right.   If  they  could 
talk  about  their  lives,  he  could 
talk  about  his,  he  said.   I  said 
Amen.  And  the  row  was  on. 


On  the  carpet 


The  shop  was  twitching  with 
rumours  and  anxious  glances.  And 
then  one  of  the  shop  stewards  ap- 
proached me  and  said,  "Emergency 
shop  stewards'  meeting  in  the  caf- 
eteria at  lunch."   I  was  the  last 
one  to  arrive.   Jim  uas  bounding 
his  fist  on  the  table:  "I  didn't 
fight  a  war  for  democracy  for  no- 
thing!  Either  it's  democracy  for 
all  or  it's  democracy  for  none." 
Another  shop  steward  was  explaining 
how  Steve  had  been  led  by  one  of  the 
right-wingers  into  the  boss's  of- 
fice; how  he'd  been  called  on  the 
carpet,  and  warned  he'd  be  fired 
if  he  didn't  stop  "annoying  the 
other  workers."  Yet  another  shop 


Measure   of  pride 

Well,  gay-rights  consciousness 
never  again  came  up  to  the  dizzying 
levels  reached  on  that  heady  after- 
noon in  the  Post  Office  Cafeteria. 
In  the  absence  of  legislated  gay 
rights,  such  as  the  clause  we  sought 
for  the  local  bylaws,  and  in  the 
absence  of  sustained  movement  action, 
understanding  tends  to  advance  and 
recede,  often  rapidly. 

But  the  Post  Office  is  not  the 
same  old  place  anymore,  new  ideas 
having  circulated  through  the  dusty 
halls.   Union  officials  urged  me  to 
file  grievances  against  the  zealous 
little  interviewer's  enquiry  into 
my  sexual  status.   That's  a  new 
attitude,  albeit  one  whose  impact 
will  be  felt  only  when  the  Union 
bargains  successfully  for  inclusion 
of  "sexual  orientation"  in  the 
clause  prohibiting  employer  discrim- 
ination. 

Not  the  same  old  place,  though. 
Steve  still  fights  with  some  of  the 
hets,  but  the  boss  leaves  him  alone. 
Jim  tells  anyone  who  raises  the 
subject  that  "homosexuals  are  as 
good  as  anybody  else,"  and  deserve 
equal  rights. 

In  a  short  period  of  militancy, 
the  labour  movement  embraced  and 
understood  the  rights  of  gay  workers. 
Surely  that  is  the  most  hopeful  sign 
for  the  entire  gay  liberation  move- 
ment. 

And  for  me,  a  closet-leftist 
who,  until  I  quit  the  job  recently, 
was  wearing  my  commie-faggot  label 
with  some  measure  of  pride.       m 
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the 

CLUB 

231  Mutual  Street 

(at  the  corner  of  Carlton  Street 

half  way  between  Church  &  Jarvis) 

366-2859 

PREVIEW  MONTH 

The  first  half  of 

Toronto's  newest 

steambath  is  now 

open, 

•  PRIVATE  ROOMS  &  LOCKERS 

•  SAUNA 

•  WHIRLPOOL 

•  RESTAURANT 

•  COLOUR  TV  LOUNGE 
AND  THEATRE 

Your  membership  (just  $1.00  a  year) 
valid  here  and  at  26  other  club  baths 
throughout  North  America. 


NOW  OPEN 


Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Toronto 


Worship  Services 

Sundays  at  8  p.m. 
Holy  Trinity  Church 
10  Trinity  Square 


Trinity  Squ 

Toronto 

364-9799 


Teaching  God's  Love  for  You 


We  welcome  you 

Rooms  daily,  weekly  or  monthly 
m    Ulw  Dining  Room,  Lounge,  and 

2  Beverage  Rooms 

306  JARVIS  STREET 

TORONTO.  ONTARIO    M5B  2C5 

hotel  PHONE  368-4823 


Boycott  grapes 
and  head  lettuce 


Take  a  stand  against 
child  labor  in  the  fields. 


Support  the  United  Farmworkers  Union  (AFL-CIO) 
1101     :-rJ  Sum.  $*n  Fnnciuo,  California  94114       4I5/86J-56I3 


GAY  LIBERATION  BOOKS 

OVER  ISO  TITLES     S     OVER  20  GAY  NEWSPAPERS 
Send   25c   for  Hail   Order   Catalogue 

phone  364-6731    (Seaton  St.    is  one  block 
east   of   Sherbourne,    just    south  of  Dundas) 

J  Selected  Paperbacks:      The  Gay   Insider,    Society 
■and   the  Healthy  Homosexual,    Out  of   the  Closets     . 
JTne  Gay  Liberation  Book,   Lesbian/Woman.   Well  of 
^Loneliness,    Queen's  Vernacular,   Great  Gay   in 
I  the  Horning,   Haurice,   This   Is  Not   For  You 
rlomosexual:Oppression  &  Liberation 

139  Seaton  St.    hours:  12am -6pm 


SUN  TRAVEL 

641   BL00R   STREET  WEST 

i  Tours  -Cruises 


534-9291 


CHARTERS,  GROUPS 
VILLAS,  APARTMENTS 
RENT-A-CAR 


AMSTERDAM 

FLORIDA 

PUERTO   RICO 

SAN   FRANCISCO 
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saskatoon  gay  action 


Overwhelming,  impervious  to  Che 
merely  human,  the  prairie  landscape 
sprawls  to  the  distant  horizons. 
Somewhere  in  the  middle  of  it  lies 
Saskatoon,  an  attractive  and  ordered 
city  clinging  to  the  treed  banks  of 
the  South  Saskatchewan  River.   There 
1  discovered  a  publicity-modest  gay 
organization  that  has  quietly  achiev- 
ed a  great  deal  for  the  city's  homo- 
sexual population.   If  the  Saskatch- 
ewan government  amends  its  Human 
Rights  Code  next  spring  to  include 
"sexual  orientation"  (see  news  story 
page  4),  it  will  be  due  in  no  small 
measure  to  the  efforts  of  the  people 
of  Saskatoon  Gay  Action. 

The  president  of  Saskatoon  Gay 
Action  is  Doug  Hellquist,  a  heavy- 
set  26  year  old  whose  permanently  be- 
mused look  of  resignation  conceals 
an  unswerving  dedication  to  improv- 
ing the  lot  of  gay  people  in  his 
city.  Doug  has  been  with  the  group 
since  its  beginnings  in  February, 
1971,  when  he  inserted  an  ad  in  the 
Vancouver  alternate  newspaper  Georgia 
Strait  asking  for  those  Interested 
in  forming  a  group  to  contact  him. 
He  was  fed  up  with  the  limited  num- 
ber of  meeting  places  for  gays  (i.e. 
bar  -  park  -  washroom)  in  his  city 
and  determined  to  either  initiate 
an  alternative  or  move  to  a  larger 
centre  like  Vancouver  or  Toronto. 
The  Georgia  Strait  had  been  the  sole 
source  of  information  for  Doug  about 
gay  activities  and  liberation  trends 
elsewhere.   It  seemed,  therefore,  the 
logical  place  to  begin  his  probe. 
Two  people  responded. 

In  the  fall  of  '71,  the  three 
decided  to  .take  a  definite  step.  Cal- 
ling themselves  the  Saskatoon  GLF, 
they  sent  letters  to  all  12  people 
in  the  city  they  knew  to  be  gay.  Did 
anyone  want  to  start  a  gay  organiza- 
tion? People  did,  it  seemed.  More 
letters  were  written,  meetings  were 
held,  and  from  it  all  came  the  so- 
cial organization  later  to  be  called 
the  Gemini  Club. 


many  names 

Oaskatoon's  group  has  used  a 
variety  of  names  since  its  founding. 
The  umbrella  name  for  all  functions 
Is  the  Zodiac  Friendship  Society,  in- 
corporated and  granted  a  government 
charter  in  March,  1922.  The  original 
Zodiac  Society  was  patterned  on  other 
private  social  clubs  in  Calgary  and 
Edmonton,  and  "friendship"  was  added 
at  the  behest  of  the  government,  os- 
tensibly to  clarify  the  type  of  or- 
ganization.  (Because  the  organizers 
lacked  the  daring  and  the  foresight 
to  use  'gay'  or  'homosexual',  we  can- 
not now  know  If  there  might  have  been 
such  a  thing  as  too  much  clarifica- 
tion).  The  social  wing  of  the  so- 
ciety is  the  Gemini  Club,  concerned 
mainly  with  dances  and  similar  acti- 
vities, and  the  political  lobbying 
and  activist  committee  is  Saskatoon 
Gay  Action.  Although  the  same  people 
were  involved  in  both  areas,  the 
groups  were  not  officially  merged 
until  September,  1972.  As  the  core 


progress  in  a  prairie  city 


Ed  Jackson 


group  grows  it  is  hoped  different 
people  will  be  able  to  concentrate 
on  different  activities  without  the 
conflict  of  purpose  experienced  in 
other  cities. 

Doug  Hellquist,  is  keenly  aware 
of  the  political  realities  of  Saska- 
toon. S.G.A.  has  no  clear  political 
philosophy  because  it  must  rely  on  a 
relatively  small  membership,  whose 
attitudes  cover  a  wide  spectrum,  few 
of  them  radical.  Doug  admits;  "You 
certainly  learn  the  art  of  compromise 
working  in  a  city  this  size."  On 
the  most  pragmatic  level  of  reformist 
politics,  he  has  discovered  that  some 
parties  (i.e.  the  N.D.P.)  are  more 
helpful  than  others,  although  he  has 
no  overwhelming  faith  in  the  sympa- 
thies of  that  party  either. 

In  spite  of  the  devastating 
"annihilation  by  blandness"  which  a 
city  like  Saskatoon  visits  on  its 
gay  population,  S.G.A.  has  been  able 
to  accomplish  much.   Up  to  now,  In 
fact,  confrontations  have  always 
dissolved  before  protests  and  pickets 
became  necessary,  "In  many  ways, 
things  have  been  too  damn  easy  for 
us,"  Doug  says.   Zodiac  obtained  a 
charter  without  problem  in  early  1972 
and  began  placing  an  ad  on  a  regular 
basis  in  the  major  newspaper,  the 
Star  Phoenix,  again  without  resist- 
ance. Perhaps  the  most  welcome  a- 
chievement  has  been  the  securing  of 
a  community  Centre  In  June  of  '73. 


new  centre 

the  centre  Is  on  the  second 
floor  of  a  building  overlooking  a 
downtown  main  street.  Spacious  and 
potentially  very  Inviting,  the  prin- 
cipal room  Is  dominated  by  a  rainbow 
hued  super-graphic  and  a  blow-up  line 
drawing  of  two  wide-eyed  males  in 
western  garb.  The  lack  of  warmth  at 
present  seems  due  to  the  over  abun- 
dance of  shiny  arborlte  surfaces 
and  the  harsh  illumination  over  the 
dance  floor,  roped  off  like  a  wrest- 
ling ring.  The  atmosphere,  however, 
is  a  generally  convivial  one  and 


members  range  in  age  from  16  to  71, 
the  latter  being  a  friendly  Ukrainian 
gentleman  who  faithfully  supports 
and  attends  every  dance  and  drop-in 
because  he  can  remember  those  lonely 
years  when  he  knew  only  one  other 
gay  person  in  Saskatoon. 

1  met  several  of  the  other  in- 
dividuals who  have  helped  Doug  Hell- 
quist to  create  the  club  and  organ- 
ization. Among  them  was  gregarious 
Bruce  Garman,  a  likeable  young  man 
with  thespian  as  well  as  anecdotal 
talents.  There  was  the  self-assured 
Peter  Millard,  a  University  of 
Saskatchewan  English  professor  with 
a  penchant  for  ascots.  Peter  edits 
the  Zodiac  Friendship  Society  News- 
letter. And  there  was  the  burly 
treasurer,  whose  smiling  face  and 
polite  manner  can  always  be  counted 
on  to  greet  the  visitor  to  the  Satur- 
day dances. 

looking    ahead 

What  is  ahead  for  Saskatoon 
Gay  Action? _ Although  there  has  been 
no  official  opposition  to  the  pro- 
posed legal  changes,  S.G.A.  Is  pre- 
paring to  defuse  any  anti-gay  sen- 
timent before  It  gains  momentum.  It 
is  beginning  a  campaign  of  persua- 
sion to  ensure  the  passage  of  the 
amendment.  If  the  Code  is  success- 
fully changed,  then  the  immediate 
need  will  be  for  a  vigorous  pro- 
gram of  education  about  homosex- 
uality and  gay  life-styles.  The 
scope  of  the  commission  allows  for 
such  programs  and  S.G.A.  is  eager 
to  play  a  prominent  part  in  their 
development . 

Saskatchewan  Is   unique  in  many 
ways:   the  first  socialist  government 
in  North  America;   the  first  to  in- 
troduce a  comprehensive  medicare  plan 
and  possibly  the  first  to  provide 
legal  protection  for  gays.   In  one 
of  the  conversations  I  had  with  him, 
Doug  Hellquist  declared,  "I  really 
believe  that  Gay  Lib  will  be  won  in 
the  smaller  centres  of  Canada.   In 
a  small  city  they  can't  Ignore  you 
as  easily."  He  may  be  right.      ■ 
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284  KING   ST.  EAST 
TORONTO     ONT 

PHONE:    3M-8996 

MYNAH  BIRD 


$5.00  per  night-   single  ticket 
$12.00  -  three  nights 


This  club  has  been  featured  on  the 

Johnny  Carson 

Merv  Griffin 

Mike  Douglas 

Dick  Cavett 
plus  many  other  radio  and  T.V.  shows 


Be  High 


gay  alternative 

magazine  of  liberation  &  celebration 

tOiuue>/$3 

box  157-18     Ph.lodelphio.  Pa    19103 


Gay  New/ 
Jubxcriptiorv 

SUBSCRIPTIONS  ARE  £2.10  FOR  1 3  OR  £4.00  f  OR  26 

(COPIES  ARE  POSTED  IN  A  PLAIN  SEALED  ENVELOPE) 

PLEASE  MAKE  CROSSED  CHEQUES/POSTAL  ORDERS  PAYABLE  TO 

GAY  NEWS  SUBSCRIPTIONS  AND  SEND  TO: 

M<J  REOCLIFFE  SQUARE,  LONDON  SW10 

TEL:  01-373  0586 


NAME  .  .  . 
ADDRESS. 


I  wht>  my  wbxripuon  to  tommt/K*  from  tnuc  Number  .  . 


Opening  Friday  Nov.  16-  1  A.M. -6  A.M. 
Sat.  Nov.  17-  1  A.M. -6  A.M. 
Sun.       Nov.   18-  9  P.M.-l   A.M. 

every  week-end 


dancing -great  sound  system 
indoor  pool 

food  -  sauna  -  lockers 


You  will  also  meet  Rajah  the  world  famous  Mynah  Bird. 
He's  insured  for  one  million  dollars  with  Lloyds  of  London. 
(We  think  he's  gay). 

Please  support  these  3  nights 

reserved  especially  for  you. 

Information:   364-8996 
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up  in  the  beverage  room  when  the 
waiter  was  telling  the  guys  selling 
it  to  get  out  and  said    'You  have  no 
business  interfering  with. ..you're 
running  a  gay  place  and  they're  sel- 
ling a  gay  paper. .  '  I  wonder  if  any 
other  gay  artist  who  is  as  well- 
known  in  the  city  phoned-  the  Star 
editors  and  raised  hell  over  the 
treatment  that  The  Body  Politic  got 
from  the  Star  in  relationship  to 
•running  ade  or  to  interfering  in  its 
being  published.  And  I  went  to  the 
top.   I  didn  't  phone  The  Body 
Politic  up  and  tell  them  that 
I  was  going  to  do  this.   I  did 
it  because  I  believe  in  it." 

"Do  you  know  of  any  oth- 
er gay  writers  in  this  coun- 
try who  are  making  their  con- 
tribution   in   that   sense?" 

"I  don  't  know  of  a  sin- 
gle gay  person  who  has  de- 
clared himself  as  openly  as 
I  have  in  the  country  nor  has 
gone  where  there  is  an  obvi- 
ous injustice  into  the  lion's 
cage  as  I  did  at  the  Star. " 

"Perhaps    that's  one 
thing    'Fortune'    has   done.    It 
has   brought    into   the  public 
domain  the  topic  of  homosex- 
uality in  this  country. . .and 
as  a  proper  subject   for  dra- 


a f raid. . .more  of  themselves.   Some- 
one who  is  able  to  live  with  his 
sexuality  and  be  Very  overt   in  ex- ^ 
pressing  his  feelings  about  his   life 
frightens  the  average  uptight  Can- 
adian who  is  still  guilt-ridden^ 
very  dominated  by  the  Calvinistic . . . 
Queen  Victoria  is  more  alive  in  Can- 
ada than  she  has  been  in  England  for 
over  seventy  years." 

"Your  play  carried  the  national 
consciousness  a  degree  forward  and 
seems  to  be  some  further  statement 


SONNET  29 

When,  in  disgrace  with  fortune  and  men's  eyes, 
I  all   alone  heweep  ny  outcast  state, 
And  trouble  deaf  heaven  with  my  bootless  cries,. 
And  look  upon  myself,  and  curse  my  fate, 
Wishing  me  like  to  one  more  rich  in  hope, 
Featured  like  him,  like  him  with  friends  possessed 
Oesiring  this  nan's  art  and  that  man's  scope, 
With  what   I  most  enjoy  contented  least; 
Yet  in  these  thounhts  myself  almost  despising, 
Haply  I  think  on  thee,  and  then  my  state, 
Like  to  the  lark  at  break  of  day  arisinq 
From  sullen  earth,  sings  hymns  at  heaven's  gate; 
For  thy  sweet  love  remembered  such  wealth  brinns 
That  then   I   scorn  to  chanoe  ny  state  with  klnps. 


Shakespeare 


"I  wasn't  the  first.  It 
has  been  done  before.  'The 
Green  Bay  Tree'  was  done  with  Lawr- 
ence Olivier  in  London.  The  subject 
is  very  clearly  a  homosexual  subject. 
At  the  time  it  was  done  it  was  nec- 
essary to  be  more  careful  but  none- 
theless quite  an  honest  and  quite  a 
solid  and  moving  play.  It  was  about 
a  love  affair  between  an  older  man 
and  a  younger  one, " 

"You've   lived   in   England?" 
"I  lived  in  London  for  over  a 
year.    I  found  the  English  much  less 
fiysterical  about  the  subject  of  )io- 
mosexuality  tJian  Canadians  or  Amer- 
icans.  There  was  no  time  in  London 

felt  on  the  defensive,  or  in 
which  I  ever  once  in  any  situation, 
on  the  street,   in  restaurants,  at 
parties  or  anything  had  anyone  div- 
ide me  by  suspected  sexuality. 
Whereas,    in  Toronto,   I  encounter 
this  constantly.   People  here  are 
very  uptight  and  very  tense  and  very 


from  you  as   a   gay   playwright .. .your 
experience  has   been   a   gay   experi- 
ence?" 

"Who  says  my  experience  has 
been  a  totally  gay  experience?  I 
have  always  had  a  wide  range  of 
friends  and  I  would  say   that  my  best 
friends,  my  most  trustworthy  friends 
have  not  been  gay.   The  friends  that 
I  have,    the  people  that  have  done 
the  most  for  me,    in  both  my  private 
life  and  in  my  professional   life, 
Jiave  not  been  gay.   Nathan  Cohen  was 
not  gay,  my  agent  is  not  gay.   But 
this  doesn't  mean  tltat  I  don't  have 
gay  friends  that  I  care  a  great  deal 
about . " 

Long  used  to  straight  hostil- 
ity,   Herbert    is   bitterly   eloquent 
about   snubs    from  an  unexpected   quar- 
ter: 

"After  I  came  out  of  Guelph,   I 
received  a  great  deal  more  abuse  and 


SCOPE" 


cruelty  and  sensed  a  will   to  bring 
me  down  farther  and  destroy  me  from 
the  little  office  workers  and  window 
dressers  who  had  been  my  friends  in 
the  gay  society.   These  were  the 
people  who  were  destructive  and  who 
enjoyed  the  chance  to  snub  me  with- 
out taking  my  measure  spiritually, 
emotionally  or  mentally  from  any 
real  platform  of  self-worth  on  their 
part.   I  uas  glad.    I  said  to  myself: 
'I  wasted  my  time  with  these  idiots. 
What  did  I  go  to  their  parties  for? 
Why  did  I  entertain  them?' 
You  know?  I  am  not  going  to 
feel   loyalty  to  someone  for 
what  he  does  in  bed.   That's 
a  pretty  poor  basis  for  for- 
ming a  friendship,   llo  one 
ever  became  famous  for  what 
he  or  she  did  in  bed,  unless 
it  was  Jack  the  Ripper  or 
Madame  Dubarry, " 

Herbert ' s   immediate 
plans   reveal    that   his   career 
as   a  writer   has   not   been  at 
a  standstill.    Penguin  will 
be   publishing   a   collection 
of   his   short   stories:    "... 
several  of  them  have  a  homo- 
sexual theme.. .a  lot  of  them 
have  to  do  with  prostitu- 
tion,   hustling...".    A  new 
play,    'Omphale  and  the  Hero' 
is  ready.    Productions  of  it 
I    are   slated    for   Paris,    Mun- 
ich and  Berlin  this  winter. 
"I  did  a  novel   this  summer  which  is 
being  published  by  Avon.    It's  called 
'The  Silver  Door'.    I  wrote  it  under 
the  old  form  of  my  family  name,   Pe 
Brundig. " 

A  self-supporting  writer   Her- 
bert observes  of  himself:    "I've  ne- 
ver asked  the  Canada  Council  for  any 
money  ever.    I  don't  need  it.    I'm  not 
going  back  to  the  depression  days 
of  the  thirties.   I  will  never  live 
on  welfare  if  I  can't  make  a   living 
as  an  artist  I  will  consider  myself 
a  failure. " 

Would  he  advise  young  gay  writ- 
ers  to   be  stand-offish  about   grants? 

"I  would  say  to  anybody,  gay 
or  otherwise,  'If  you  're  going  to 
impress  the  world,  you  had  better 
become  a  person  first.  You  had  bet- 
ter do  it  without  leaning  on  any- 
body and  say  what  you  please.  Say 
what  you  believe'."  ■ 
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GAY  TIDE 

Box  46572,  Station  G 

Vancouver  8,  B.  C. 

sample:  10c 

LONG  TIME  COMING,  lesbian  journal 
Box  161,  Station  E 
Montreal,  P.  Q. 

^■•i;.'."w"  .-'  ■  -.  ,.  ,■■  :fsbian  issues 

ON  OUR  WAY  THE  OTHER  WOMAN 

Box  4508  Box  928,  Station  Q 

Edmonton,  Alta.  Toronto,  Ont. 

sample:  15c  sample:  25c 


Canadian    Publications 
for     Gay    Readers 

Newsletters 

DIALOGUE 

P.  0.  Box  44.  Station  B 
Hamilton,  Ont.  L8L  7T5 
sample:  10c 

ZODIAC  FRIENDSHIP  SOCIETY  NEWSLETTER 
Box  1662 

Saskatoon,  Sask.  "  S7K  3R8 
sample:  10c 

GO  INFO 

P.  0.  Box  2919,  Station  D 
Ottawa,  KIP  5W9 
sample:  10c 


GEMINI  II 

c/o  Waterloo  Gay  Liberation 
Federation  of  Students 
University  of  Waterloo 
Waterloo,  Ont. 
sample:  10c 

UN.  OF  WESTERN  ONTARIO  HOM0PHILE 

ASSOCIATION  NEWSLETTER 

U.  C.  C.  #  203C 

Un.  of  Western  Ontario 

London,  Ont.  N6A  3K7 

G.  A.  E.   MONITOR 
Suite  207 

1585  Barrington  St. 
Halifax,  N.  S. 

sample:  10c 
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HOMOSEXUAL  COUNSELING  JOURNAL 
HCCC's  Quarterly.  $10  (Indlv),  $15 
(Institutions)  yr.  Write:  HCCC  921 
Madison  ST  NY  10021. 

I  an  28  5  10  160  lbs.  I  would  like 
to  meet  someone  25  45  with  same 
build  If  possible.  I  am  interested 
in  acting  out  my  fantasies  with  an 
understanding  person.  I  get  turned 
on  by  wrestling  combat  mild  S  M  (no 
blood  or  whips)  bondage  and  perhaps 
slave-master  relationship.  I  would 
be  pleased  to  hear  from  anyone  with 
such  interests.  Please  write  with 
short  resume  of  your  likes  and  dis- 
likes. All  letters  will  be  answered. 
R.  Seely  P0  Box  156  Station  P  Tor- 
onto. 

Chap  early  30's  looking  for  mate 
for  furnished  1  bed.  Call  evenings 
636-7591. 

Hale  bisexual  6'  1"  190  lbs.  desires 
same  to  share  apt.  in  the  Scarb. 
area  or  near  subway.  Call  Cord  af- 
ter 6  pm  weekdays  248-4527. 

WANTED 

Quiet  masculine  gay  guy  prefer 
home  life,  travelling,  boating,  ra- 
ther than  downtown  scene.  Average 
looks,  between  25  and  35,  must  be 
tired  of  searching  and  ready  to  set- 
tle down  to  work  for  a  great  life 
style,  I  fit  above  description,  have 
own  apt.  new  car,  and  good  paying 
job.  Please  call  447-6298  after  10 
weekdays  after  6  weekends. 

Lonely,  26  year  old  w/m  prisoner 
without  family  seeks  to  establish 
sincere  open-minded  relationship 
with  people  on  the  outside.  I  need 
friendship,  and  I  will  answer  all 
replies.  Larry  R.  Evans,  135-081 
P.O.  Box  69  London  Ohio  43140  USA 


Photographer  requires  male  physique 
models.  Please  enclose  a  recent  pho- 
to and  phone  no.  Contact:  Mr.  D. 
Lees  P.O.  Box  43  Etobicoke  Ont. 

M.C.C.  -  MONTREAL 

Tous  a  Montre'al  qui  s'interessent  a 
constituer  une  Eglise  Communautaire 
Hltropolitaine  bilingue  telephonez 
Chuck  a  (514)  489-7845  ou  e'crivez 
a  CP  610,  Station  NDG,  Montre'al,  PQ. 


Issues  in 

Radical 

Therapy 

IRI  is  a  practical  journal  which  tpeaki 
'o  people  who  are  in  opposition  to 
eiroblitriment  psychiatry.  IRI  contains 
orticles  which  grow  oulot  doing  Rod- 
icol  Iheropy  Articles  about  how  lo 
do  It.  Theorellecl  articles  Articles 
about  the  oppressive  mlniM  of  ply- 
chlotfy  Articles  about  how  political 
oppression  causes  psychiolric  distur- 
bance. And  more 

Enclosed    [s   $9   CJlO/in- 
Stitutions]  4   issues 
per  year. 

Send  lo:  P.O  Bo.  23544,  OoMand 
i~«lil  94A23 


classified  ads 


We  welcome  your  Classified  business  and  personal  ads.  Please  include 
payment  with  the  ad.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  or  refuse  any  ad. 
If  you  live  In  Toronto,  and  would  like  replies  sent  to  The  Body  Pol- 
itic where  you  can  pick  them  up  later,  then  you  may  use  the  paper's 
address.  If  you  wish  us  to  forward  mail  to  you,  then  we  ask  that  vou 
send  us  an  extra  $1.00  over  and  ahove  the  cost  of  your  ad. 
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Quiet  gay  hospital  worker,  38  years, 
6'  1  1/2",  wishes  to  meet  young  gay 
guy  (compatible  with  Sagittarius) 
for  meaningful  companionship.  Write 
Bryan,  139  Seaton  St.  Toronto. 

Male  5'  8",  135  lbs.  29  yrs.  Ath. 
bid.  Masc.  Vers.  Gd.  bod.  Med.  end. 
Avg.  Iks.  Strt.  app.  Would  like  to 
meet  well  end.  masc.  6  ft.  to  190 
lbs.  for  frndshp  fun.  Do  u  fit? 
Whats  your  bag?  Call  for  rap  anvwav. 
After  6  weekdays,  all  day  Sat.  Sun. 
416-248-4527. 

GAY  CONTACT  CLUB 

For  free  questionnaire,  full  1974 
membership,  write  to  International 
Steambather  and  Bodybuilder  Assocn. 
Box  142,  Station  Q,  Toronto  7.  All 
gays  welcome.  Identity  disclosed  to 
others  only  after  you  OK  them  from 
Info,  pix  supplied.  Members  get  gay 
world  travelbook.  Special  I.S.B.A. 
fee  for  students  under  25. 


BETHNAL  ROUGE  BOOKSTORE 

Gay  Liberation  and  alternative  books, 

journals  and  reviews.  248  Bethnal 

Green  Rd.  London  E2-Bethnal  Green 

Tube  Station.  Phone  01-739-1827.  Open 

daily. 

FOLLOW  UP 

Glossy  European  gay  magazine.  Copies 
75p  or  $2.00  each.  Send  money  order 
c/o:  Modern  Books,  283  Camden  High 
St.  London  N.W.  1  England. 


Reliable  correspondent (s)  with  P.O. 
Box  required  out  of  town.  Discover 
a  good  cause,  and  there's  pocket 
money  in  it  too.  Write  I.S.B.A., 
Box  142,  Station  Q,  Toronto  7. 

Young  athletic  gay,  student,  22, 
seeks  similar  in  Toronto  area.  Ho 
hang-ups,  versatile.  If  you're  my 
type,  write  I.S.B.A.,  Box  142, 
Station  Q,  Toronto  7. 

WINNIPEG  GAY  30  YRS  OLD 
5'  6",  125  lbs.,  athletic,  part-time 
student,  versatile.  Write  I.S.B.A., 
Box  142,  Stn.  Q,  Toronto7. 

OLDER  MAN  WANTED 

I'm  53,  5  ft  10,  180  lb.,  quiet  and 
looking  for  someone  between  55  and 
70  in  Toronto  area.  Write  I.S.B.A., 
Box  142,  Stn.  Q,  Toronto  7. 

Toronto  teacher,  38,  slimming,  fine 
endowment,  Fr  versatile  seeks  same 
or  younger  view  long-term  friendship. 
Write  I.S.B.A.,  Box  142,  Stn.  Q, 
Toronto  7. 

M.C.C.  -  MONTREAL 

Any  Montreal  gays  interested  in  for- 
ming a  bilingual  Metropolitan  Com- 
munity Church  contact  Chuck  at  (514) 
489-7845,  or  write  C.P.  610  Station 
NDG  Montreal  Quebec. 

LOVE  LORN  LAMB- LOVER 

Young,  sensual,  intellectual.  Under  24 
only.  Write  Corydon,  c/o  139  Seaton  St 
Toronto  M5A  2T2 


gpu  news 

^*m  GAY  PEOPLES  UNION  of  Milwaukee 
P.O.Box  90530,  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  53202 

"ONE   OF  THE  NATION'S    FINEST  GAY 
PUBLICATIONS" 
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THE    BODY   POLITIC 


British  Columbia 

Vancouver 

Gay  Alliance  Toward   Equality 
P.O.    Box  6572,    Station  G 

Vancouver    1 
631-4768 

Cay   People  of  U.B.C. 
Box  9,    Student  Union  Building 
University  of   British  Columbia 
73C-5319 

Lesbian  Drop- In 
804   P.icliards 
Monday  8PM 
684-0523 

Gay   Info.    &  Referral   Centre 
752  East  17th  Ave 
Vancouver   10 
374-4152 


community  page 


Alberta 

Edmonton 


Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality 
P.O.  Box  1852 
Edmonton  T5J  2P2 

Lesbian  Feminist  Collective 
U812-95th  St. 
474-7378 


Saskatchewan 

Regina 

University  of  Saskatchewan 

Homo phi le  Association 
c/o  Student's  Union  Building 
U.  of  SasUatchevan-Regina  Campus 

Lesbian  Resource  Centre 
c/o  Beth  &  Erin 
1  Angus  St. 

Saskatoon 

Saskatoon  Gay  Action 
P.O.  Box  1662 
Saskatoon 

Community  Centre: 124A-2nd  Ave.H. 
Drop-In: 7 : 30-10PM  Wed. 
652-0972 

Women's  Centre 
147  2nd  Ave  S. 
Saskatoon 


Manitoba 

Winnipeg 

Gays  for  Equality 
Box-  127  (Rm.  1026) 
University  Centre 
University  of  Manitoba 
474-8211 (local  16) 


Lesbian  Resource  Centre 
c/o  Uyo  &  Chris 
300  Victor  St. 


Any  Gajf  or  Uomen'a  group  viahing 
to  fc*   lifted  an  the  Community  Page 
ihtruhd  ttnd  tht  appropriate  informa- 
tion to.-fh*  Body  Politic 

139  Staton  Street 

Toronto,  Ontario 

MA     2T2 


Ontario 

Hamilton 

Gay  Liberation  Hovenent 
P.O.   Box  44   Station   B 
Hamilton  L8L   7T5 
Meetings: alternate  Tues.    8PM 
Senior   Science  Building 
Rm.272A,McMaster  University 
529-6738         544-0635 

The  Women's   Centre 
306  Herkimer   St. 
528-4583 
Lesbians  Meeting 


Kitchener-Wotorloo 

Waterloo  Universities  Gay  Liberation 

Movement 
c/o  Federation  or"  Students 
University  of  Waterloo 
Office: Room  217C-Canpus  Centre 
MeetingsrMon  8PM,  Rm.  113,  Campus 
Centre— 885-1211  ext.  2372 

Kitchener-Waterloo  Women's  Caucus 
25  Dupont  St.  H. 
Kitchener 


Ottawa 

Gays  of/d'Ottawa 
P.O.  Box  2919, Station  D 
Ottawa  KIP  5W9 
Mee..  igs:  alternate  Tues. 
at  Pestalozzi  College, 160  Chapel 
22nd.  floor  lounge  8PM 
GO-Centre  drop-in:  rm.  601 
Pestalozzi  7-10PM  Mon  &  Fri 
2-7PM  Sti»  &  Sun  238-1717 

Ottawa  Women's  Centre 
136  Lewis  St.  (rear) 
233-2560 

Guelph 

University  of  Guelph 
Homophile  Association 

c/o  P.O.  Box  170343 

Lennox  A  Hall 

University  of  Guelph 

Guelph  NIG  2W1 

Meetings:  Wed  8PM 

Rm  311  Arts  Bldg. 

In  Jan  ' 74 

9th  floor  lounge 

Arts  Building. 

Quebec 


London 

University  of  Western  Ontario 
Homophile  Association 

U.C.C.  02O3C 

U.    of  Western  Ontario 

London   116A   3K7 

679-6439 

Meetings:  Mon  8PM 

Toronto 

ANIK 
P.O.   Box  841, Station  K 
Toronto  M4P  2A2 
465-9243 

Meetings:Mon   8PM  Holy 
Trinity  Church 

Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality(GATE) 
8   Boswell   Ave 
Toronto  M5R  1M4 
961-6496 

Meetings:    Wed   8PM  Graduate   Students 
Union  19   Bancroft (2nd.    floor) 


Community  Homophile  Association  of 
223  Church  St. (3rd.    fl.) 
862-1544 (24hr.   emergency  service) 
Social  Centre:    201  Church  St.    862-1169 
Tues-General  Meeting     8PM 
Wed-Drop-in   8-10PM 
Thurs-Lesbian  drop-in     8PM 
Fri, Sat   &   Sun-Dance  9PM 
Sun-Drop-in  2-5PM 

The  Women's  Place 
31  Dupont  St. 
929-3185 
Lesbian  drop-in  Fri  8PM 

Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Trinity  Square  Toronto 
Services: Sun   8PM 
Holy  Trinity  Church 
364-9799 

York.  University  Homophile  Association 
215  Ross  Humanities  Building 
Gays  take  over  phone  at  Harbinger 
Counselling  Services  Rm.    214 
Vanier  College  Residence 
lLAM-lPMQton-Fri)  667-3632     667-3509 


Quebec 

Centre  Humanitaire  d'aide 
et   de   liberation(CHAL) 

CP   596,    Haute-Ville 

Quebec  G1R  4R8 

525-4997 
Montreal  m 

Centre  d'Accueil   Homophile 

de  Montreal 

Gay  Community  Centre 

3439  rue  St.  Denis 

Montreal  130 

288-1101 

Gay-McGill 
3480  rue  McTavlsh 
Montreal  H3A  1X9 
392-8917 

Gay  Line 
843-8849 
Fri  Sat  &  Sun 
(7PM-1AM) 

Gay-Van ler 
Toronto  Vanier  CEGEP 

Ville  St  Laurent 
744-4935  744-0138 


La  Place  des  Femmes 
3764  boul.  St.  Laurent 
mardi  19hr.30 
843-6431  845-7146 

Nova  Scotia 


Gay  Alliance  for  Equality(G.A.E. ) 
Suite  207 

1585  Barrington  St. 
423-7657 (7PM-10PM)  Thurs-Sun 
Meetings:altemate  Wed.  at  8PM 
The  Unlversalist  Unitarian  Church 
5500  Inglis  St. 


